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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV. 


Memo No, 3536/53. 


25th February, 1953. 


- 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


Subject: 


One of "Reuters" diplomatic correspondents 
in London, a Pamela Matthews, has telegraphed the 
Hebrew press in Israel to the effect that represen-— 
tatives of the British and Jordan Governments are 
currently discussing in London 4 proposal to reinrorce 
British troops stationed in Jordan. This step is said 
to be under contemplation in view of the mounting 
tension between Jordan and Israel. No further details. 
are available. 


O.C.We Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 





Jordaniar 


of <Oth Fabruary, condemnaticn of Israelis as the 
perpetrators of the recent frontier cidents with Jordan 
has continued unabated. 


l. Further to this Legat memorandum Neés1/53 
Fi 


i th & letter to the London "Tires" a few days azo 
the israeli Ambassador in London sugrestec that the recent 
frontier incidents had been occasioned by the accicental 
erossing of the frontier by Israeli forces in pursuit or armed 
bands of Jordanese: the Ambassador Ssurcesteco that the 
commanders on seach side of the frontier should consult to 
prevent such incicents. in «& reply published by the newspape! 
on 1$th February, the Jordanian Ambassacor in London wrote: 


| 


" This is a most improbable story unless it is a 


fact that the Israeli army commonly chases maraucers 
with Piat bombs anc Bangalore torpedoes... Jordan 
recompencs that Jordanian anc israeli pelice officers be 
connected by direct telephons across the border in crder 
that thefts may be notified in time for the thieves to be 
intercepted by either side, since it is not nsx possible 
to trace such crines if information is received days anc 
often weeks later. 
e However, though the Israelis ocecasicnally agree 
to coorerate in this way for 4 short time, after a few 
months they unaccountebly Genounce cooperation and sanc 
military punitive expeditions to attack Jordanian villages. 
. Thus the suggestion that a meeting should take 
place between the commanders on either side in order to 
reduce tension DISA rather insincere, coming ss it 
Goes from the side which, by its recent acts of military 
Sageression, has saluneracese crested the situation it 
now professes to depbre. 

: In politics, brutality eventually exacts its own 
price. The nuisance of vilification : the price the: 
Israelis are now paving for the inhumenity with which 
they liovidcated Arab residents in their own fatherland.” 


‘—— Tt will be recelied that, following the invocation 
of the Angie-Jordaniep Treaty of 1948 by Jordan, the United 
Kingdom made strong representations to the recy Covernment, 
at the s@€me time advising Jordan that was prepared to abide 
by the Anclo-Jordsnian Treaty. It anvears that discussions 
have been going on between the United Kingdom anc Jordan 

sittce the invocation of the Treaty. The subject of these 
discussicns is not known, but @ Feuter's report from London 

on eend February statec that "“veusliy well-informed duarters" 
believed that the two Governments were discussing a proposal to 
re-inforce British troops stationed on Jordanian territory in 
order to Geter further Jewish "aggressions" 


fe. 
75) 
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4. The United States has now, like Britain, comé aown 
on the sige of Jordan. This was in reply to Jordan's call 
for its support as a Signatory te the 1950 Tripartite 
Declaration (see paragrephs’S of thia Legation's memorandum 
No.260/85 of 4th February anc 8 of this Tegcation's memorsndum 
No.554/53 of 10th February). When the United states 
Ambassacor in Amman called on the Jordanien Acting Prime 
Minister, Sayed Said el Moufti, on 16th Februery, he acvised 
him that his Government had already warned Israel to stop 

4¢s attacks on Jordan. The Ambassador emphasized the concern 
of the American Government at the recent Jevish ageressions 
against Jorcanian frontier villages, end told the Acting 
Prime Minister thet his Government considered the sttack 

by Israel on the viliage of Falma as @ premeditated military 
action. The Ambassador scded that the United Staves did not 
concéone in sny way the Jevish aceressions. America felt bound 
by the Tripartite Declaration to preserve peace in this part 
ef the Near bast. 


S. In spite of the warnings, incidents have continued 
to occur Slong the frontier, this being symptomatic of the 
continucufepature of the tension which gives rise to then. 

Tn spite of the fact that they had on Sth February acceded 

to the Jordanian ultiratum that they cease their protected 
ploughing operations in 6 no-man's-lend area near Latrun, 

(see paregraph S of this Legaticn's memorardum Wo.405/55 of 
7th February), Jewish workers with a strong armec escort 
recomranced ploughing operations in the same area on 16th 
February. The Jordanian authorities submitted a complaint 

to the joint Jordan-Israel Truce Committec. On 15th February, 
it was reported from Beirut that 4 Jewish patrol had crossed 
the Lebanese frontier am kidnapped a shepherd in the village 
of Ghite el Shaab, taking with him his ficck into Israeli 
territory. There have been continuous reports that Jewish 
aircreft have continued their flights over Arab territory; 
this was earlier the subject of a Jorcanian complaint to the 
joint Jorcan-israel Armistice Committee (see paragraph 10 

of this Legation's memorarcum Wo.o04/53). 


6. The Jews for their part have chargsc the 
Jordaniens with two recent frontier violations. An Israeli 
Army Spokesman stated that on the night of 16th February, an 
Israeli patrol in the central Negev had encountered a “party 
of armed Snfiltrators'; they hed killed three of the 
Wanfiitrators’ anc taken one prisoner. ‘The Army spokesmen 
Geclared that on the following cay 4 "Tordanian force 
penetrated into israeli territory ... north-east of Beigh 
Jubrin in the northern Nersv. The Jordanian unit encountered 
Isrseli security forces, and after © short engagement during 
which &@n isreeli soldier was killed, the Jordanians were 
driven off". 


de Copies of this memorancum are being forwarded 

to the Australian Embassy, Washington, the Australian Mission 
to the United Nations, lew York, the External Affairs Office, 
London, and the Austra lian Legation, Tel Aviv. 


(Alen Renouf), | 
Secretary « 
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1/1/2/8 AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 


TEL_AVIN— 


Memo No. 245/55. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


WEMORANDUM for: 


18th February,1953. 


The Secretarys 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Tension on the Israel/Jordan frontier: 
The [Israel Foreign Minister says Britain 
shows bias in favour of Jordaris 


The British Ambassador to Israel, Sir Francis 
Evans, told me last eyening, February 17th, 19535, that, 
— late on Sunday night the 15th instant, 
Evans Sees Sharett he Director-General of the Ministry 
ae ae ee BUe POte a pokes sage Sasa ane 
Sisint za : Ges paid tha e Foreign airs Minister, 
Minister Sharctt at the latter's yn Moshe Sharett, would very much like to 
at the request of the Foren gee Evans in gerusalem the following 
ee * morning, &t, 54Y; 9.30 a.m He said 
Lain aera the borders that. if this appointment were incon-— 
—- venient for the Ambassador, he was 
authorised to tell Sir Francis =vans 
what Sharett wanted to talk about, but Sharett had said 
that he would much prefer to see evans personally. 


Ze Evans told me that it was particularly inconven-— 
jent for him to go to Jerusalem, 45 suggested by Sharett, but 
he felt that Sharett might possibly have something of 
importance to 8&7Y; and he thought that he should meet the 
wishes of the Foreign Minister. He therefore told the 
Director-General that Sharett could expect him at 9.30 

a.m. the following day as sugeested. 


3. Evans said that Sharett appeared obviously ill-at- 
ease when they settled down to talk, but he came to the 

point without delay. He told Evans that the Government or 
Terael felt “a particular grievance that the British Foreign 
Office spokesman and Selwyn Lloyd in the Commons, when each 
had referred individually to the tension on the Tsrael/Jordan 
frontier recently, both had shown positive bias in fayour of 
Jordan." Evans seid that Sharett, having "cot orf this set 
piece” then WS jloundered sbout" for a quarter of an hour or 

so trying to corvince Kvans that Israel was entirely blameless; 
that the Jordanians were provocative, etcetera; and that they 
had been responsible for so many breaches of the Armistice 
Agreement that "4% was inconceivable that Britain could hold 
any brief ror the Jordan Government in this matters” 


lye Evans told me that he jet Sharett "talk himself 
2° ana then said: "Now is that your cast ur, Sharett'? 
Sharett said it was: that there was nothing to add t it. 
Evens then informed him that, in the view of HewMeG. in the 
United Kingdom, (based on factual data), the Jordanians had 
Heen and continued to be guilty of sporadic raids into Isrect 
territory by individual civilian oe ee and by eaatis of 
saat sc mittnatora. These acts did no however, justity 
erned, inti unitive expeditions, deep into Toraan territory, 
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dy military aetachments of the lerae] regular Army, arme 
With modern weapons of destruction which were uped 
indiscriminately to kill and waim innocent Jordanian 
Ville@zers; nor. could H.M.G. overlook the bombing of 
gordan villages by mortar fire and grenades, and the 
demolition of villages by high explosives. Those acts, 
Byans told Sharett, were premeditated and well organised 
Military actions and vere positive breaches of the 
armistice Agreement and flagrant violation of Jordan's 
trentier the integrity of which Was guaranteed by the 
sripartite Declaration oF 1950 and by Britain under the 
Anglo-Jordan Treaty of 1948, 


5 Evans told me that Sharett "seemed dumbfounded" 
for a minute or two, and merely said: “Thank you very 
much for making the journey to Jerusalem to see me: it 
Was very good of you to come." Evans said that a few 
commonplace remarks followed and he took his leave, 


ee 
Australian Minister, 
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AUSTRALIAN! LEGATION: 

TEL AVIV. 

Memo No. 244/53. inane : 
17th February, 1955-6 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


Subject: Tension on the Israel/Jordan frontier. 


Will you please refer to my memorandum 
no. 212/53 of February 10th, 1953. 


Ze I regret exceedingly that, through 
inadvertence, the attached translations of excerpts 
from the Hebrew press and certain press cuttings were 
not affixed to and forwarded with my memorandum under 
notice. Apologies are tendered for this omission. 


ad ' b a by aft' 


O. Cz i a Fuhrman 
Australian Minister, 


al 
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TRITA Tt, 
<=NSTON ON THE ISRASL/TORDAN FRONTIER 
TRANSLATION OF PROM THE HERREW Ppreras 


(source: British Embassy, Israel ) 


February 6th 1953. 
Sunday morning and evening vavers: 


i. BRITAIN BLAMES ISRARL FOR RORDER INCIDENTS 


m All the Hebrew press cive prominence to the statement of the 
~oreign Ministry denying that a warning was made by Britain regarding 
the border incidents. Herut and Omer devote their leadinc articles 

to the subject. In addition, KolHaam and Herut publish articles 

on this topic. 


An INA report from London states that Sir dames Bowker's 
remarks to Elath mean that Rriteain holds Israel responsible for the 
tension along the borders, 


__ Bowker told Elath that Britain condemned the recent border 
Sens and especially Israel's attacks on two Arab villares on 
4d Jamary feru al , Al Hamishmar) 
3rd Jamary. (Herut, Haboker, Al Hamishmar) 


rt is pointed out in London that Britain's representation to 
Israel did not come as a result of Jordan's demand to invoke the 
Anglo-Jordan Treaty, but was due to the fact that Britain was keen 
on safeguarding peace and stability in the Middle East. (Herut) 


| Rumours are circulating in Britain that Dr. Bunche has tried 
to bring about a rapprochement between Esynt ana Israel. (Haaretz) 


Commenting on the Foreicn Ministry's denial, Al Hamishmar 
states that the statement hinted that there was a discrepancy between 
the Foreign Office "warning" and Sir Francis Evans! "expression of 
recret™. The paper adds that no matter what the basis of this 
discrepancy may be, it is clear that the Foreimm Office “saw to it 
that wide publicity was given to the firm statement made by the 
Foreign Office spokesman and that an impression of a purely British 
action would thus be created", , 


The paper remarks that by supplying jet 'nlanes to the Arab 
ince 


} ne 
States, Britain emphasized that she did not renounce her influence 
in this reion. 

"Warning to Britain" (Herut Leading Article) 

Britain's claim that Israel is resvonsible for the border 
tension and Israel's revly putting the blame on Jordan are not correct. 
According to that paper, Israel's reply should state that "the 
responsibility should lie on the British authorities only. The 
infiltration is the continuation of war against Israel, a war where 
only one party is active, while the other one maintains a truce", 

Tsrael will not put up with the severance of the rest of 
Palestine and considers Jordan “as merely:a British military base", 
The paper recalls that the Apab Legion "naid and equipved by Britain 
and under British Command", was the first force to attack the newly 
| | ee 
formed State of I-erael. 

Following the establishment of the State, “some persons, 
inelnding optimists from the Foreien Ministry" tried to exnlain that 
Britain had turned into a friend. 

It is recrettable that Americ Sled by British pro- 
Daganda which presents Israel as the argres 

"The fate of the vresent warning will be similar to those 
uttered in the past. Let Britain return her forces to their bases 
east of the Jordan as a temporary settlement of the present conflict, 
thet is if she sincerely desires peace along the two banks of Jordan", 
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"West Submits Ultimatum" 


KR. Katgnelson reviews the recent developments in the border 
Culminating in the warnings made by the 17.5.A. and Britain. 


The writer atresses the publicity given by the Foreign Office 
and the State Department to Moscow libels. He adds that the West, 
end particularly Eden should do somethine for Israel, in the 
light of the denunciations of Moscow libels. Israel should be 
Given the possibility of enlarging her territory in order to be 
able to absorb Russian Jews, when possible. “If Mr.Eden is anxious 
about the fate of X%yssian Jews he should cancel the Defence Treaty 
with Jordan and enable Israel to enlarge her borders. He cannot 
Wave the stick on both sides, namely on one hand show his sympathy 
with Russian Jewry and on the other, strangle Israel", (Herut) 


Jordan Invites “her British Ally". 


Jordan's demand to invoke the Anglo—Jorda 
new develonment. It is silly to think that Jord 
herself threatened by Israel, but it is still 
believe that her demand to invoke the Treaty was ne following 
preliminary consultations with Britain. Reviewing the various 
aspects of the questions and examining statements made by Arab 
ie@aders to the effect that no danger of a Second Round exists, 
Rol Haam states that the latest develonvments are "artificial". 
Pollowing the failure of the Imperialists to mobilize Middle 
Bastern countries under an aggressive military command, "they 
plan to conguer the free states in the recion™. They hope to do 
that by encouraging border incidents in order, subsequently, to 
send forces to "ealm the region and maintain veace”, 


The paver explains the demand to invoke the Anglo—Jordan 
Treaty alone with the Tripartite Acreement, by pointing out the 
controversies between American and British policy in respect of 
the Middle Bast. This would cive Britain a justification to dominat 
the Arab part of Palestine and obtain concessi from America. 
Besides, this step would prevent the formatio an anti- 

hones thus to @ 
five the impression that only Britain “is able to prevent a catas- 
trophy", (Kol Haam correspondent on Arab 


2. =NO WAR PREPARATIONS IN BORDERS" — MAKLEFF 


In an interview with the Tal-Aviv correspondent of the Times, 
Eav Aloof Marleff, the Israel Chief-of-Staff, stated that real 
anxiety prevailed in Israel in connection with the border 
situation. He added, however, that although the situation had 
deterirorated during the least four months "the deterioration was 
not of a military nature". There were no extraordinary movements 
of troops in the Israel—Jordan borders and the incidents were 
mainly carried out by armed Arab infiltrators, accompanied by 
members of the National Guard on one hand and by settlers, police 
units and Israel border units on the other. Rav Aloof Makleff 
stated that the absence of the Arab Legion or any other 
disciplined body from the border made infiltration possible. 


Speakine on the borders, Makleff stated "that it is a bad 
border and it was irrationslly fixed. It was not meant to last 
for a lone time. "It is bad both for us and for Jordan and caused 
undue trouble to many Arab settlements". The population of these 
settlements were taken out of their lands and they therefore 
join the infiltrators. 


Makleff admitted that since the agreement on cooveration 
between Israel and Jordan border vatrols was cancelled, the 
former heave chanced their tactics; whenever infiltrators sare 
sighted, they are pursued and foucht by the Israel patrols. 


More than If.1M. Damage 


Mekleff showed statistics vroving that scope of damage 
caused by infiltration, amounting to more than I£.1M, He stated 
that stolen property was openly on sale in Arab marke tse He 
ointed to the unbearable tension to which settlements on the 
border were subjected, having to work during the day and keep 


watch at nicht. 


igh | 
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Jordan Authorities - Partners to Grimes 

; Makleff added that the proofs about the participation of 
Joman authorities in crimes committed by infiltrators and in 
Sabotage activities, constitute another political factor in the 
border incidents, He expressed the opinion that "a sincere truce" 
and the resumption of the collaboration in the fight against 
infiltration would have considerably curtailed violations in the 
borders. Accordine to him, factors for the situation were: 


a) The Grotesque demarcation lines in the border. 


b) The existence of large croups of Arab refugees in the 
borders and, 


e) The irresponsibility of the National Guard, which, though 
armed, is not subjected to any real control and considers 
its aim to create tension rather than to prevent it. 


Israel has no Agtressive Intentions 


Makleff frankly discussed the question whether Israel has any 
S&gpressive intentions towards Jorden. Fe stated that it was 
unreasonable for Israel to have such intentions. There were no signs 
pointing to it and no aggressive atmosnhere prevailed in the Army. 
At the same time, he stated that "there is no reason to assume that 
israel border patrols are always adequately calm and cautious and 
that there are no cases where the Arabs consider themselves faced 
with hasty provocation". This state of affairs is recrettable, but 
it is not serious from a military point of view. Makleff stressed 
that the tension may easily grow worse unless a decisive action is 
taken to resume a certain amount of discipline alongs the borders and 
loyalty to the Armistice Acreements. (Maariv) 


February Sth 1953. 


Morning Papers. 


FEAR FOR INCREASED ANTI-ISRAEL PRESSURE IN THE U.S. 


Gelblum from Washington 


There is room for fear that anti-Israel forces in the U.S.A. 
would be seriously strengthened and wonld intensify their pressure 
on the State Department. These circles armue that the time is now 
opportune to force Israel to accept solutions favourable to the 
Arabs — in respect of problems of refugees, internationalisation 
and even the borders — in order to secure a peace settlement in the 
Middle East. They point out that Israel and Zionism have become 
unpopular in Russia and her Satellites and therefore Israel has no 
choice but to accept what Yashineton will dictate. These circles 
remark that the friendship of the Arab States can thus be won. 


Selblium also refers to the recent appointment of Mrs,.Claire 
luce as U.S.A. Ambassador in Rome. He points out that Mrs. Luce 
has strong contacts with the Vatican. Her husband, Mr.Henry Luce, 
the publisher of "Time" and "Life" is known to be a “hater of Israel 
and of Zionism". Both are members of the anti-Israel Dorothy 
Thompson group, of which the President's brother, Mr.Milton 
Eisenhower, is also a memher. (Haaretz) 


2e ISRARL-JCRDAN BORDER DISPUTES. 


(a) The Near Eastern radio station in its Arabic broadcast, 
commented on recent events on the Israel-Jordian border, denouncing 
Israel's attitude. The commentator praised Nashishibi's statement 
thet he hoped that the British demarche would esse the tenstion. 
(Haaretz) 


b) The “Nationalist Students Cell" of the Hebrew University 

Ae group) published a statement protesting against the impotence 
of the Israel Yovernment in its ficht to prevent infiltration from 
Jordans 1t says that the traces of infiltration did not "lead to 

the direction of the border, but to the Kirya." It states that past 
experience showed that “a policy of partition, concessions, com- 
promise and calls for peace has not prevented war and would not 
prevent it in the future. Only by a combined effort to secure the 
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intecrity of the homeland shall we secure peace ani security." 
S the statement writes that what is happening along the borders is # 
not “incidents” but "war". The Statement coneludes with the followif, 
question:=— “How many sacrifices the Israel people will have to 
/ Make until its leaders understand this truth?" (Herut) 


(c) Herut's Editorial today denounces the Israel foreien policy 
Which caused the loss of every friend in the East and in the 

West". In view of the imminent political attack against Israel 

in the question of Jerusalem, this paper demands a fundamental 
chance of the Israel foreim policy by removing those responsible 

"Por our miserable foreign policy", and by adopting a dynamic and 

firm policy. 


(a) Ecypt Ambassador to Damascus, Ali Nasnib, who had recently 
Visited Qalgiliya on the Israel border, exvressed the wish that 
"with the help of God, QGalailiya road would lead the way to Tel- 
Aviv." (Haaretz) 


i! 
Se 
- = 


.. 
” 


4. 
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Evening Papers. 
de CABINET HELD EMERGENCY MEETING THIS MORNING 


In view of the tension which is pvrevailine in several points 
in the Israel—Jordan border, the Government, headed by Ben Gurion, 
held an emergency meeting in Jerusalem at noon today. The tension 
itensified in connection with the occupation of the Arab College 
in Jerusalem by several immigrant families from the Maabara in 
Talpiot (South of Jerusalem). Jordan warned Israel that it would 
open fire if the place was not vacated by 1 o'clock this afternoon. 
The Arab radio stations cave wide publicity to the report that 
Jerdan Government had forwarded an ultimatum in writing, through 
Vigier, the U.N. Political Adviser. 


U.N, sources in Jerusalem denied the report alleging that 
Vigier forwarded a Jordan ultimatum to Israel. Israel sources also 
denied the matter. Only Ramallah radio announced that Israel 
should vacate the Arab College by noon today. (Hador & Maariv) 


A Stov Press Message states that the immicrants families who 
occupied last Saturday the Arab College, refused to leave the 
building. (Hador) 


Syria-J,rdan Meeting. The Arab broadcasting stations 
announced this morning that talks on the situation along the borders 
with Israel are now being conducted between Syria and Jordan, 
(Hador) In this connection Maariv adds that representatives of the 
Syrian Ghief of Staff, which yesterday visited localities near the 
Jordan border, expressed the desire to extend aid to Jordan. A 
meeting of the Arab Chiefs of Staff was due to be held today to 
discuss detsails of the aid to be extended to Jordan in the event 
of armed clashes with Israel. (Maariv) 


During the last 24 hours a state of preparedness was proclaimed 
in all the Arab armies until the question of the Arab College is 
elarified, One of the Arab stations (unnamed) stated that at the 
meeting of the Arab MACs, it was decided that Egyot should send to 
Jorden air force units, Iraq artillary unites and Syria infantry 
snits. There was no confirmation to this revort and it is believed 
that the broadcast was mere propaganda. 


Ze DISPUTE WITH SYRIA 


Terael representative at the MAC applied to U.N, observers 
demanding thet the Arabs in Syria should suspend the ploughing of 
the lands near Kibbut<e Tel Katzir. The fate of these lands is now 
being under discussion by the MAC. The Syrians began to plough 
¢+he lands without permission a few days ago in order to vroduce 
a fait accompli. U,N. representatives arrived on the scene this 


, 
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THE JERUSALEM 


POS '|T 


Tuesdsy 


Oo ——————— 


After a Tull of several dave 


| Seflltraters resumed thelr activi 


| ‘fem along the Jordan armistice 


| fald 


| 


‘ime om Saturday and Sunday 
nights, the Army spokeaman 
aid in Tel Aviv yesterday. In 
(oa “Triangle” and Jerusalem 
Corridor areas seven cows, dap- 
ings and tools were stolen. 


NEGEV MARAUDERS 
TEL AVIV, Monday. — Two 
cows and a calf were stolen on 
Saturday from a settlement in 
the Negev; they were found the 
following day hidden among 
bushes in a wadi near the bor- 
der. Police found the stolen ani- 
Males while following the tracks 
of six men, While the cows 
were being taken back to the 
settlement three Arabs were ob- 
zerved im the vicinity. They 
were shot at, but fled over the 
lines, 

On the same night two cows, 
valued at IL9@, were stoltn 
from « barn in the North.) 
Traces of scveral men led to- 


wards the Jordan border. 


Syrian Arabs Plough 
Kibbutz Land 


TIBERIAS, Monday. Arata 
living on the Syrian side of the 
border mear Te! Hatzir started 
ploughing part of the kibbutz 
land this week, 

Israel delegates to the Mixed 
Armistice Commission demand- 
ed that U.N. take steps to stop 
the ploughing. So far, U.N. ob- 
servers’ Intervention haa brought 
ao results and the Arabs are 


sii ploughing. 


Farming at Latrun 
RAMLE Monday—Elither both 
Israc] and Jordan farmers are 
permithed to work landa in the 
Latrun demilitarized arca, or nel- 
ther should be permitted to farm 
the landa, Isrnet ls understood to 
have Informed UN. officers. 

Settlers of Shalhevet Hibbut, 
sear the demilitarized tone, be- 
ean farming the are@ on Eun- 


cay, 


Israel representative pointed out 
‘hat the Arabs had been tiiling 
innd in the zone for some time 
past without Israel consent. A 
complaint had been lodged with 
the MLAC., but no reply had been 
rece! ved. 

It is understood that the Isracl 
delegates to the MAC. had point- 
ed owt to the U.N, official that re- 
guiations regarding the de 
militarized zone should be made 
equally applicable to both sides, 
and that as long «5 Jordan's far- 
sera worked In the area. larael 
farmers should he aliawed to con- 


tinue there also. 


| here this 


Approached br U.N. officials, an 


Israel to Refer Arab 
Hostility to P.C.C. 
UNITED NATIONS, Monday 
(INA). — Mr. Gideon Pafacl 
| ls to take up thw quections o1 
| increased Arah bostllity against 
Isreel and their continucd 
|} blockade when the Palcsiine 
Conciliatlon Commission meets 

afternoon. 
The matter will ae rulacd 


when Mr. Rafacl <tcperts to 
*he Commission on what tio 


Isracl Government bas done {0| 


meet the payment on Myrrca = 
of the irst fnstalmeut of ‘the 
released Arab accounts. The 
progress report is the nly item 
on the agenda of this first 
imecting of the P.CC this yer. 
Ternc! cffered at the Inst serics 
ef soasions 9 unfreeze Arad 
assets held in Isracl 


Selwyn Lloyd ‘Deplores 
Attacks on Villages’ 


LONDON, Mondsy (Reuter). — 
| Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
folra Selwyn Lioyd today told the 
Commons that he “deplored” the 
attacks on the Jordanian vilinges 
of Falama and Rantis by Israelis 
last month. 
| Mr. Lloyd was replying to a 
|question referring ta the supply 
of arms to any country in the 
Middle Enst. He sald the Corern- 
ment should remind the sirab 
States that they have resisled the 
U.N. efforts to bring peace in the 
Piddle East. 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, | 
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3 Marauders Kulled 


Three infiltratora Werte held deal, 


fone wounded And cight capiur- 


ed by defence forces and police 
between January 29 and Feb- 
rusry 5, an Army spokc#man 
announced in Tel Aviv yestor- 
day. 
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In reply quote No. mW day é 
fase TS"ROSTHALIAN LEGATION. 


TEL AVIV. 


Memo No. 
16th February, 1955. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Tension on the Israel/dJordan frontier: 
the "Augusta Victoria" Hospice (Kaiserin 
_ Auguste Viktoria Stiftung) 


Under the Israel/dJordan Armistice Agreement, 
the “Augusta Victoria" Hospital in the demilitarized 
gone on Mount Scopus may be occupied by no more than 
150 Jordanians. Under the same Agreement, the Arab 
village of Isawiya is to remain unoccupied. 


Ze The Israelis are now claiming that well over 
1,000 Jordanians are eoncentrated in the demilitarized 
zone — partly in the "Augusta Victoria" Hospital and 
partly in Isawiye village. The Government of Israel 

~ have lodged a strongly worded protest with the United 

Nations Truce Supervision Organisation, and have 
demanded that the Hospital and village mentioned be 
cleared immediately of Jordanians 


aaa ones 
hee 
al 


O,C.We Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 
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CABLEGRA M. 


all been the “sub je 
past 2 mMonthe, 
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MENSION ON ‘THE ISRAK! 


JORDAN FRUNTIE 


Press interviews given to Correspondents of the London "TIMES" 4n Amman ard Janne 


by: Lt. Gen, 368. GLubb 


hief—or-Staff_of the 


Lerion ani Rav= 


Mordekai Maklefr, Cheif-of- Stuff of the Tarnol Aymed Porces, 


(London "Times" February 95,1953), 


Rev-Aluf Mordoeku 4 Ghief-of-Stuff of the Tarnel 


Al mec i 
ArMeo sOrcesd: 
Jerusalem, Ierael 
! 
Fobruary 6th, 1955.6 


The border eituation has frown much worse during 
if past four month: nV—-Aluf Mukleff, Ghief of the Israel 
1 Starr, told corrappondent in Tel Aviv. 
ivy he seid "the deterioration 
naturd.! Horder clashes, which 
had been, in the main, between 
mursuders, secompanied in many capes by 
nol voluntasr frontior services 


ami Thrael settlers police units, ana 


- 2 


usr -= @ 


between peroupe 
Dut on toe 
any oOtler 
hich hed mads 
incursion of marauders 
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Bad for Both 
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irrationslly drawn frontier, 


Witleri daclarad, 
LIne cannery 
OTe t ie Gi 


GLope 
Ene@Lr Lands, ryt 
Theas Palestine 
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little to 
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wthorities in 
feel no loyalty 
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ror Arab 
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f a rk 7 j 
Lane Ari 


in Amman.’ 


produced charts showing a monthly 

involving heavy lopaes of 

cattle, drrigetion pipes, elactric wiring, and other equipment, 
ed orf cattle stolen last yoar from 


Eight hundred tend 
frontier sattlenents ond, wecording to informution received 
Habron and Nabvliss 


in Jerusalem, hod been oold openly in 
Stolen equipment woe belng sold as far eaway of Alexandria. 


The Cniel=-or-Stali 
sverage of 98 acts of banditry, 


werg 


Official Connivanca. 


BaveAluf Mukleff gaid there rae ovidencea of of ficiul 
connivaente, und oven complicitiy, in well organized and 
heavily armed forays, and in such scte of sabotage eo mining 
railway tracks ond ronda, Thin made it very difficult for 
thy machinery of tha Mixed Armiatica Commission to work 
offectively. 


The roots of the trouble wera the groteaqua nature 
of the frontier iteeify the presence of large ond dinoontentad 
Arab refuges comunitis“n, and the irresponsibility of the 
to proper control 
and which cotseived ite purpose aa one of creating taneton 
Jordan, he asserted, had 
oo in the amnintioe ugrogment to the limit. 


tefon, Jeb. Glubh Chief-of-Staff of the Arsb Legion: 


AMMEé nN, 


Pebrusry &th, 1953. 


Lieutenant-General J.B. Chief of Genersl Staff 
of the Ared Leflon, in a etoter your Correspondent, 
re plied oO char srs tt ny Tarsel ig that Arip Ln sGeits ti on into 
Tearacl was tin cause of present tension on frontisra. 
"It Loa true thot Jordanians erter ITerae] illerally," 
abide “Many of them doe eo, nowever Without amy oriminsl 
intents cut “pam Gaz end. Esypt, 
examnnle. atili fer {ea Wi 1 ree ivtind hetween 
two countries Grul ‘iin a: o leprae] nse ne oy whien «A 
njesee: he is rich 
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y ell 
pal, Ware refugees : 
by JTerael a vare drive i iy homes v 
posnible messu had a by Jordan to prevent infil 
tion. YWalf the people in prison in wast Jorden there 
on churgea of infiltrating into Isreel. The Iereci-Jordan 
border was ag long us the diatance from Lonion to Carlisle. 
In a country with half o million vagrant refugées it was not 
possible te prevent individuals from oroesing such a iine 


during the night. 


trated into Isreel, he 
in tie land now he dd 


thie J678. eB 
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Weare 


Folica Goopera ti on 


Jordan has been unable to pe reuade Iarael to coc rates 
Gensrul Glubb said thet an example of this Hnconuperative 
Tarpael attitude of which waa her dmunciation last month of 
the syatem of cooperation between local police officera wich 


had teen in face ! 
of the deterioration of the frontier 


Byetem ended ulthough she had hereelf 
mixed armistice oormission of three moat serious bresanee 


cammitted on Jordan soil (two of them against the sume villag 
by her regular forcet, 


Terael, he eaid, preforred that cases of infiltrations 
ohould he deant. with through the United Nations, where she 
could make politioal cupitul out of them. It wae hopeless to 
deul with pebty thieving and passport offences through diplo~ 
matic channela. The Ierselia refused to cooperate with the - 
To®duntang to prevent crime on the frontier, 
then their pegular army ¢ posued the border and launched 4 
pisce attack on some Arab village ocoupied by 4 few poor 


i wa ah’ is 


situution oinse that 


fa’ a year, ond that she was now complaining 


been found guilty by the 


Every now und 





1/1/6/3 


yf 2/8 
AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


CONFIDENTIAL ere a 


MSMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary , 
Department lof — Affairs, 
6 Sic} 


CAT — PRA. 
Pee pe el ences 


have now received priv 
or the Note handed to 
United Nations Truce 


= 


ee oO 
| 


is ho 
iy a 


Bt 
fu 

ct Is 
mt 


00 


a A m > 
ie 
cD 


Pritish Ambassador 
™ 


— Ge Mek ST. 50. H. | 
Mian Minister of 
: sib et re rs Glubb, Chief 
or Rete E 50 the Arab Lercion and Azgm as shashibi, 
the ehief iC oA a = | ( ra , = t i j ah hl 7 | | Tit oa iss ion j 
and thet had not 1 n before 
nor had it 
Tewrik Abul Hud 


= 3 





Text of a Note handed to the assistent Ghief-of-Staft 
of the United Nations Truce Observers in Jerusalem on 
February Sth; 19535 by Azmi Ne& hashib the’ Chief Jordan 
Delegate to the Mixed Armistice Comm 


"iy Government views with great concern the 

ef the Arab college buildings in the demilivariz d ‘ 
under tnited Nations trusteeship, by the Israelis on 
February /. The Jordan Government considers this new 
fgcressive act by Israelis a flagrant violation of the 
status quo, the maintenance of which has been cuaranteca 

| “py the tripartite declaration of 1950. The Jordan Govern- 
ment’ further considers the occupation. as a violation of the 
weneral armistice agreement, 


"The Jordan Government also maintains that the occupe- 
tion of the Areb college, iff the Government House area, by 
Ispaelis is an ageressive act against the Jordan Kingdom 
itseif, an act which embodies a direct threat to Jordan's 
canmunications,. 


ROTECTING RIGHTS 


"Ny have been ordered by my Government to intorm you 
that it will not tolerate continuation of such violent 
aggression, T have further been omered by my Government 
+5 request you to furnish me with the steps yow intend to 
take within 2 hours to restore the condition of the Arab 
ecllege biildings in your area to whet it was before the 
occupation. Should no satisfactory action be taken as 
asked for above, my Government will then be at liberty to 
taka such stevus as it deéms neeessary to protect Jordan 
rights and interests in this resvect,”™ 
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Memo No. 210/53. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary; 


AUSTRALIAN LEGATIORN. 
TEL AVIV. 


10th February, 1953. 


Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject; 


Tension on the Israel/Jordan frontier: 
derailment, by explosion, of 4 


Haifa/Lydda 


bound Israel train on the night of 2nd 


Februar 


1955. 


Will you please see my memorandum no. 191/53 dated 


February Uuth, 1955. 


'MAC’s Censure 
Jordan was censured. for min- 
ing the Israc! railway and Israel 
for firing on Ealkilya village at 
an emergency session of the Is- 
roiel-Jordan ALAC. which was 
held in Jerusalem yesterday. 

An Army spokesman announc- 
ed last night that the Commis- 
sion had condemned Jordan for 
the incident on the night. of 
February 2 when two Jordanians 
placed high explosives under the 
railway lines in Israeli territory 
which resulted in the subsequent 
damage of a goods train. The 
| M.A.C. called for the prevention 
by Jordan authorities of similar 
incidents in the future which 
are liable to worsen the border 
situation. 

Isracl was censured by the 
Commission after the discussion 
on the Jordan complaint that 
fire had been opened on Kal- 
kilya, in the vicinity of the rall- 
way explosion on the same night, 
The Isracl complaint that the 
Jordanions had fired on Kibbutz 
Nir Eliahu from Kalkilya, was 
struck off the agenda after the 
chairman. General B. de Ridder, 
had announced that the proof 
submitted had not convinced 
him. 

Isracl was represented by Rav- 
Seren S. Nutov and Seren Gold- 
stein. The Jordan delegates were 
Major Yitzhak and Lieutenant 
Naif. 
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fe The attached newscutting appeared 

in the "Jerusalem Post" on February Sth, 
1953 and the substance of this news-—item 
was reproduced in almost identical terms 
in the Hebrew press on the same daye 


4s The Jordan version of the finding 
py the Mixed Armistice Commission was 
that, as regards the derailment of the 
Haifa/Lydade bound Israel train on the 
night of February 2nd, the Commission 
found that “the train was derailed as 4 
eonsequence of an explosion organised 
and committed by persons unknown." 
Paragraph 3 of the attached finding was 
agreed by Jordan. 


ie The proceedings of meetings of the 
Mixed Armistice Commission and the 
findings of the Commission on the various 
incidents and complaints into which it 
enguires are not available to members of 
the Diplomatic Corps in Israel; indeed, 
the Israel Ministry for Foreign APYairs 
frowns on any contact between members of 
the Diplomatic Corps and those of the 

Me. As Ge But, with the passage of time, 
we usually learn the truth of border 
elashes and frontier clashes - as I 
expect we shall in connection with this 
derailment affair. 


0o.C.W. Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV. 


~ —- Hemo No. 212/53. ) ft /#/"/%") - | roth Fepruary, 1953 


Wie < Yiy2/s 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Tension on the Ispael/Jordan frontier. 


Mension on the Israel/Jordan frontier has not 
abated since I wrote and sent forward by last bag (ex- 
Israel February 6th, 1955) a Ministerial Despatch and 
several memoranda on the subject: if anything, the 
situation has worsened. Translations of excerpts from 
the Israel press are attached and these, I think, confirm 
this view. 


2e To the casual reader of newspapers in Israel, 
the attached news-item, which appeared in the "Jerusalem 
Post" and in the Hebrew press on February Sth, 1953; meant 
very little - it was merely another of those "Arab lies" 
calculated to keep tension on the frontier at fever—heat 
and to suitably impress the 
3 a eee signatories to the Tripartite 
aaah College Ors Declaration of 1950 that the Jews 
” Radio Ramallah snnounced continue to be the aggressors in the 
yesterday that 50 Jewish faml- border war between Jordan and israel. 
wets eh eas 46 The incident complained of by 
sees : Jordan was, in fact, true and later 
18 stlee ag . (| took a very serious turn, it appears 
borg eo ibe dem} that, on February 7th and following 4 
“tgtus quo had to b= retained, violent tropical storm on February 5th, 
‘he ‘Redlo claimed. The UN| a number of Jewish immigrant families, 
Sr eT Tox Tr inte estimated at 50, moved out from a 
cad demanded the iciecacttate tented ma'bara (work camp) near 
evacuation of the buliding, the Talpiyot, an area on the outskirts 
_“=sfncement concluded. of Israel Jerusalem, crossed the 
frontier into the demilitarized zone 
and established themselves in some 
buildings which were formerly known and used as the Govern- 
ment Arab College. Those buildings are shown in the 
attached press reproduction of 4 photograph. 
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ue At 2.15 Dem. On February &th, I listened to the 
Wireless news broadcast by the Hashemite Broadcasting 
Service from Jerusalem (the Old City = Jordan). ‘The 
announcer stated that, an hour or so earlier, Azmi 
Nashashibi, the senior Jordan Delegate to the Mixed 
Armistice Commission, had visited M.A.C. headquarters at 
Government House in the demilitarized zone and had handed 
& written ultimatum to M. Henri Vigier, the United Nations 
Political Officer on the Truce Supervision Organisation, 
to the effect that, unless these Jewish families were 
evacuated from the Government Arad Jollege within 24 hours, 
Jordan would take "the necessary steps to protect its 
interests and rights in the zone," The letter, which was 
read by the Jordan announcer, began thus: "I heve to 
inform you of my Weing ordered....." Here and there 
throughout the communication the words "I am ordered‘ 
occurred. The gist of the letter said to have been handed 
to Vigier was that Jordan "considers this (the 'squatting' 
by Jewish families in the Government Arab College in no-mans 
land) a new aggressive act by the Israelis and a flagrant 
violation of the status quo in the sone guaranteed by the 
Tripartite Declaration of 1950, The Jordan Government 
maintains that the occupation of the Arab College is an 
aggressive act against Jordan which constitutes a direct 
threat to Jordan communications. The Jordan Government 
Will not tolerate the continuation of such flagrant 
aggression.” As I remarked earlier, the Note ended with 
the phrase “unless the evacuation of these families is 
completed by 1 p.m. on February 9th, Jordan will take the 
necéssary steps to protect its interests and rights in the 
sone," 


Be iL wondered whether my British colleague, Sir 
Francis Evans, had also heard this broadcast but I could 
neither contact the Ambassador nor any of his Service 
Attachés -— it being Sunday and everyone appeared to be out. 
Finally, however, I ran the First Secretary of the British 
Embassy to earth. He had not heard of this matter, but 
promised to inform his Ambassador, Later that night, and 
I speak of February 6th, Sir Francis Evans saw me and said 
that, at about 9 p.m, he had seen the Director-General of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Walter Eytan, and the 
Director of the British Commonwealth Division of that 
Ministry, Michael Comay, who had both returned to Tel Aviv 
from Jerusalem an hour or so earlier. Both denied any 
knowledge of the incident - either the act of "squatting" 
by the Jewish families or the "ultimatum". 


6. Here I must revertto the publicity given this 
matter by radio services, other than the Hashemite Service 
in the Old City (Jordan), and by the Arab press. The Near 
East Broadcasting Service (British controlled - Cyprus) 
said, in its 5.30 pem. news—bulletin on February Sth, ana 
apropos of the “squatting” business, that two senior 
delegates of the Syrtan Mixed Armistice Commission, Colonel 
Ghassan Shadid and Colonel Tewfik Shatilah, had arrived 
im the Old City and toured the Armistice line with "a view 
to offering possible military help." The announcement 
went on to say tet, "Following preliminary negotistions 
with Amman, Cairo, Damascus and Baghdad full assurances 
had been given that military aid would be forthcoming at 
the first request." Ramallah Radio (Jordan) reported 
eethateisracl had refused the demands of the United Nations 
to evacuate the building. All the Jordan newspapers, whieh 
headlined the "squatters invasion," called the incident 
the "“createst open flagrant violation of the Armistice 


| Agreement" yet perpetrated by Tsrael. "Falastin,"” an 
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Old City daily, said that the Jordan Cabinet had met in 
extraordinary session to consider what steps should be taken 
to meet this new crisis. This newspaper, "Falastin", said 
editorially that Jordan should react to the Arab College 
invasion by moving Arab refugees into the Hebrew University 
buildings on Mount Scopus which is also in the demilitarized 
cone. Elsewhere, in Israel, it was reported that 4 Lieut- 
Colonel MecAninach, Chief Assistant to the United Nations 
Chief-of=Staff - General William Riley, had met the 
"squatters" and urged them to return to the Talpilyot 

ma'bara but they refused to do so. Police headquarters in 
Jerusalem (Isreel) denied Jordan reports that the Truce 
Supervision Organisation had contacted the Israel police 
with a request to evacuate the immigrants. 


Te On February lOth, the Israel Cabinet met in 
extraordinary session, for the second time within a week, 

to discuss the Israel/dJordan frontier tension, and, although 
no press communiqué was issued as is customary after these 
oeceasions, it is generally assumed that 4 decision was 

taken on the Jordan protest about the occupation of the 

Arab College, for, late that evening, the 10th, a Foreign 
Office spokesman announced that: 


"The Government of Israel has agreed to comply 
with the reauest of the United Nations representatives 
and to undertake the evacuation of the Arab College 
building situated in no-man's-land which has been 
occupied by Israel citizens who had taken shelter 
there." 


This Foreign Office official added that "the Government of 
Israel had taken this decision in consideration of its 
responsibilities under the Armistice Agreement and without 
any coercion being exercised whatever." He denied that the 
Government of Israel had any knowledge of a so-called 
"yitimatum", and said that the arrangement was one purely 
between the Government and the representatives or the 
United Nations. The evacuation of the "squatters" is to 
be carried out within a week. 


6. Elsewhere on the Israel/Jordan frontier, "incidents" 
are a daily occurrence. On February 9th, 1953, the Arab 

News Agency reported that Israelis had begun to plough the 
Latrun no-man's—-land under the protecting guns of two tanks. 
Phe Arab Legion threatened to open fire by noon unless the 
men withdrew, which they did following the intervention or 
United Nations Observers. A meeting of 8 Mixed Armistice 
Sommission subcommittee was arranged on the spot. 


3. 'walastin", the Old City daily, reported that, 
on February 7th, 1955, Tsrael planes were seen over Nablus. 
A protest was lodged with the Israel—-Jordan Mixed 
Armiatice Commission. 


10. "anirfa", another Old City daily, reported on 
February 9th, that an espionage net perating in Tsraeli 
interests was discovered in Nablus recently and a number 
of suspects were arrested. The investigations are being 
conducted secretly. Last week, the Jordan High Court, 
sitting in Nablus, sentenced two Palestine Arabs to life 
imprisonment on the seme charge. 


. We“ Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 


Us 
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Ir 0 ISO / 53 loth February, 1953 


MEMORANDUM for - The Secretery, 
Faas : Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T, 


Joman-Israel Relations 


: Reference is made to peragraph le of this Legation's 
memorandum No.6s4/55 of 10th February concernince the ultimatum 
issuec by the Jordanian Government on 8th February for the immediate 
Svacustion of Jewish families sguatting in the former Arab Teachers 
Training College buildings in the demilitarised area of Mount 
seopus, ana the Jordanian anneuncenitthe following day thet Israel 
hec agreéc to the evacustion. 


[3s On 10th February, it was officially confirmed itn Amman 
that the israeli authorities had asked Jordan for “a few days" in 
which to carry out the evacuation. The Israeli decision to comply 
with the request of the United Nations Observers' Corps to 
"undertake evacuation of Israeli citizens” from the zone was taken 
at ah emergency Cabinet meeting in Jerusalem on 9th February. 

When the Israeli decision was transmitted to the Jorianian 
Government by United Nations representatives, the Jordanian Cabinet 
immeGiately approved of the request for further time. 


Se While accesding to the Jordanian ultimstum, however, 
the israeli Government did not withdraw from the attitude it had 
adopted previously, namely that the recent incidents were the 
result of the Jordanian “soft policy” of allowing “the menace of 
infiltration’ to continue (see paragraph 6(b) of the above-mentioned 
mamorandum). An Israeli Army spokesman stated at the tims of the 
isra6li reply to Jordan's ultimatum that “after a brief period, 

& few days Guiet, infiltration was resumed the past two nights all 
Bicone the Jérusalem armistice line. In the central-aresa and the 
Jerusalem corridor, livestock, sanlings and farm tools were stolen 
by marauders." Israeli Police tracked the cattle rustlers, but 
they escaped across the border. 


on This statement 1s along the s&8me lines es one made by the 
Chief of the israel General Staff, Major-Genersl Makleff, to a 
correspondent of the London “Times” on about 5th February. Vajor- 
Genersi Makieff declared that although the situation had worsened 
during the past four months, "the deterioration had not been of a 
militery mature. Border clashes, which had developed alarmingly, 
hea in the main been bdawéen armed Arab bands of marauders, 
Sccompenied in many cases by members of the Hom Guard, and Israeli 
Settiers, police units anc border patrols. Thera had been 
Occaesionai engagements between israeli soldiers and the Arsb Legion, 
but on the whole it wes the absence of the Legion or of any other 
Gis¢iplined force charged to keep order, which had made possible 

the orgshisead ané constant incursions of marauders and irregulars, 


Sa General Makleff claimed that there was evidence of 
orficial Jordanian connivance, and even complicity, in well- 
organised and heavily armed forays and in such acts of sabotage as 
mining reilway trecks and roads. ‘his mide it very difficult for 
the machinery of the Mixed Armistice Commission to work effectively. 
The reets of the trouble, according to the General, were in the/ 7 
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ever meant to last’. This frontier involved unnecésaary 


Qe that the frontier was “a bad, irretionally drawn frontier, 


mardship for many of the Arab communities along the frontler 
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whose villages were severed from their lands, and sho therefore 
made comr-on cause with the refugees. "These Palestine Arabs 

have been left against the frontier with littie to do but sulk 

and form themselves into marsuding bands, and have been encouraged 
in this by the suthorities in the area, most of whom are 
Palestinians and feel no loyalty towards the Government in Amman.” 


S. One can sympathise with General Nakleff's views, and 
agree with him that many incidents which have taken place may have 
been inspired by Gisgruntied refugees living neer the fantastically 
formed frontier. However, it does aprear that in the case of the 
present series of incidents, it is the lisraelis who must be blamed. 
It seems hardly likely that the joint Jordan-Israel Armistice 
Comeittee and the United Kingdom could separately have been 
hoce-winked in this respect by Jordanian authorities. 


iF In Jordan itself resistance to tha incicents shows 
Signs of stiffening. On lith February Deputies from Nablus and 
other dignitaries of that city petitioned the Government to order 
the Arab Legion to “take an active part in repelling attacks along 
the Jordan-israéel Armistice line, which are carried out by Israel 
Army units”. The Deputies and dignitaries also demanded that an 
emergency session of Parliament should be held to discuss the 
situation. At present, it is Home Guard units which ars 
réesvonsible for law and order slong the armiatice line; military 
euthorities in Jordah are said to consider that the Home Guard needs 
re-organization and better training. 


6. The Arab solidarity which the series of incidents s6ems 
to have strengthened continues to grow. The senior Syrian delegate 
to the joint Syrie-Israel Armistice Comittee, Lt. Col, Ghassan 
Shedid, told a press confersnce in Jerusalem on 10th February . 
thet Colonel Shishakly, Syrian Deputy Premier and Chief of Staff, 
was seriously concerned with the events taking place between 

Jordan and Israel. He had therefore commissioned Shedid to gain 
first-hand Knowledge of the situation (see paragraph 16 of the 
above-mentioned memorandum) and to express the Syrian point of view 
to the United Nations authorities. Lt. Col. Shedid claimed thet 

44 was Syria's duty to bé among the first alerted when incicents 
oceureiin Jordan, since Syrians were no less willing to sacrifice 
themselves for Jordan than for their own country. 


95 Gopies of this memorandum are being forwarded to 

the Australiam Embassy, Washington, the Australian Mission to the 
United Nations, New York, the External Affairs Ofiice, London, 
anc the Australian Legation, Tel Aviv. 
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Af. , Sipe 
(Alan Renouf), 
Secretary. 
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ISRAEL BORDER 
STRIFE | 
“AN ARTIFICIAL 
BARRIER” 
THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 


be erateful if vou could] 
vour columns to repli. 
of the Israc] Ambassacor 
under the heading: 
“ Purels 


- f q | 
The Israel Ambassador] 


pttempts to account (ofr the two 
lincidents in which Jordan villages 
involved by inferring that they were occa- 
sioned by the accidental crossing of the 
frontier by forces in pursuit of armed 
bands. This is a most improbable story 
unless it is a fact that the Israel Army 
commonly chases marauders with Piat 
bombs and bangalore torpedoes (weapons| 
normally used for the destruction 4) 
strong-points and wire defences). 

The Isracl Ambassador considerably 
over-emphasizes the significance of infil- 
tration from Jordan into Isracl. Israci 
| has imposed an artificial barrier separating 
one Arab area from another—for| 
example, Gaza, Jordan, and Galilee. Many) 
families are still split between these areas 
The only way for a Jordanian to travel 
‘from one of these areas to another, 
whether socially or on business (unless he 
(is a rich man and can fly by aeroplane), 1s 
to “infiltrate " across Isracl. Again, 1) 
|many places the armistice line divides a] 
house from its garden. In the village of| 


| Qatunna this is the case. If a man leaves) 
|his back door to pick an apple his| 
garden he is an “ infiltrator.” | 
The town of Qalgilya, which & 
coastal plain, lived wntil 1949 
RIOVES The armiltice lint ga 
to Jordan and ever 
fhus the people of Qalqilya were I 
as refugees for relief purposes because they still} 
wed at home, yet their livelihood had pone 
In the orange-picking scason, ratne! than| 
<turve, some of them took eicks and Went) 
at night and picked oranges. The Israel] 
army laid ambushes in the gardens and killed) 
wy oof ther | 
“armed and marauding b ings" are a 
af the Isracl imagination. The inci-| 
robbery and violence of the type 
Ambassador lis and have 
dav occurence: Republic 
se] since its foundation, as references lo 
reports from time to ur li show. The 
{sor automatically be helo 
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“PURELY A ONE-WAY 
INVASION” 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir.—The recent incidents on the Isracl- 
Jordan frontier, which have received] 
attention in your columns, can be under- 
stood only in the general context of the 

roblem of infiltration and marauding. 
probl { infillrat nd marauding 
The border consist of 340 miles of 
armistice demarcation line, traversing 
desert and rugged hill country, which can- 
not be physically sealed off. Every month 
there are hundreds of cases of illegal 
crossings into Isracl, largely by armed 
marauding bands, most of them based on| 
villages just across the line, to which they 
duck back with their booty. It should be 
emphasized that this ts purely a one-way 
invasion, and that there is no infiltration 
by Israelis into Arab countries. The direct 
loss of life and property and the general 
lawlessness and tension which result in 
Isracl’s border areas constitute @ major 
problem. 

During 1952 alone, marauders from Jordan 
recounted for 13 individyal murders, for 101 
Israelis killed or wounded in encounters with 
armed bands, and for 986 reper cases ol 
rious theft—the property stolen being valired 
ak just under one million lerael pounds. This 
property is being freely and- publicly sok! on 
Jordan markets, though it is most conspicuous 


snd easily tdentifishle—e.e.. hundreds al 
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tion pines. 4e- situation hat recent 
| Ila actions apains 
pat eS Da ee Cy 
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atest mmenient 
military oOrctanivation 
blawing-up of a train wear 
February 2, Iseael’s defence measures 
this -organized banditey result in frequent 
oe 2 shikai - See ake 
running fights at night, when it is impossible 
: My ed h 
te ensure that pursuit is broken off abrupily| 
ib aL. 
va Teéent imcident® in whte 


PVillipes, were involved, 


when the border is reached, 


Linder the armistice agreements 
ig responsible for preventing its own 

from illegally crossing the line. T tl 
raiding froma he 
and Syrian borders 
be brought under 
ib Government 
action The| 


n¢eglicible scale of 


esenl cooperating 
f there ia evidence that the Jordan 
National Gaurd of armed vill rs, as well 
individuals in olfve: a 
‘Wwe implicated 
[he Government of Isracl has suggested a 
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In reply quote No. L/L f 6/3 - 
¢ AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


Memo No. 195/536 | TEL AVIV. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRS 


Sub ject: 
The 
to my: 


Ministerial Despatch mo. 5/53 dated February Qnd, 1955; 
Memorandum no. 130/53 dated January 23rd, 19533 
Memorandum 0. 181/53 dated February 2nd, 1953; 


and 
Memorandum no. 191/53 of February 4Uth, 1953. 


Ze These translations of excerpts from the Hebrew 
press were prepared by the Information Section of the 
British Embassy, Israel. The views expressed in these 
excerpts are, of course, for internel consumption in 

Israel - written, mostly to & Government brief, bY Israeli 
journalists whose objective is to “state & case for Israel." 
Much of what appears in the attached must, therefore, be 
taken cum _greano salis. 


O. Ce¥ 
Australi 
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USSsA, Warns Jordan snd Israel: 
intervened in the border dispute 
Henry Byroade, stimmoned the diplo 
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cerncern of “the U.S.4..- Government 
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The Israel representative exnlainec Soap ier 
to Byrosde and told him sbout the ourge of infiltration 
and the Jordan refusal to cooperate in th igultacuie ios 
of the Armistice Agreement." 
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The “New York Times" correspondent statec 
morning that Britain as well as the U,S.A. is n 
in a new Isreel=-Arab dispute. 


The friendly relations between Britain and Isreel 
-meke it-incumbent upon Britsin to use her influence parti- 
culariy to calm the tempers, 
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Memo no. 


WEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 


AUSTRALIAN LEGATION 
TEL AVIV. 


= — 


ith Fepruary, 1955-6 


Department of External Affairs, 


Subject: 


The strained relations between Israel and 
Jordan; 


snother serious incident opposite 


the "Little Triangle" - map reference: 


32-10! 


= — 


N x 34 50° 5. 


In this memorandum two villages are mentioned: 


Qaloilya and Falama. 


These places are variously 


spelt "Kalkilya" and Healama™; or Qalgilia and 


ralameh. 


Herein I have maintained the Arabic 


spelling: Qalqilya and Fealama. 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 4, 1953 


yo 


‘Jordan Saboteurs 


Blow Up Israel 
Train at Border 


A goods train was derailed 
two Kilometrs north of Kal- 
kilya on Monday nigh! as the 
result of a carefully nlanned 
operation by Jordan saboteu-s 
who blew up a section.of the 
permanent wsy opposite Fa- 
jama village. 

The Army spokesman stated “4 
Tel Aviv yesterday that an ch- 

‘quiry cornmittee of the Teraci- 
Jordan M.A.C., composed of two 
| UN. representatives and tie nct- 
ing head of the Iz:ael delegation, 
went out yesterday afternoon to 
investiguie. 

A complaint and request for 
lan emergency scsticn of the 

stA.c, bad been sent to the 
chairman, Genera! de Ridder. 

The committee found that a 
quantity of explosive material 
bad been placed under the rails 
about two kilometres north af 


the Kalkilya railway station, A 
section of the line wos shattered 


Will you please see my memorandum 
no. 130/53; also my Ministerial Despatch 
no. 5/53 of February end, and memorandum 
no. 181/53 of the same date - both the 
latter by this bag. 


fe At about 12.30 Dem. ON Tuesday 
February 3rd, 1953, Tel Aviv was agog 
with excitement - the Jordanians had 

that morning penetrated Israel territory, 
'‘Dhlown up" a Haifa/Tel Aviv bound train 
near Qalgilya and machine-gunned the 
wrecked train! That was the story that 
eame to us from British sources. Since 
Qalgilya is no more than 30 kilometres 
(18 miles or so) from Tel Aviv, I 

thought that the opportunity to investi- 
gate an “incident” on-the-spot was too 
good to miss. We hear of so many of 
these incidents twenty-Tour hours or so 
after their occurrence and the places are 
usually so far distant that ordinarily 

it would be a waste of time to visit the 
scene of operations. The Qalgilya train 
wrecking affair was, however, "hot-news" 
and, taking Mr. J.C. ingram with me, I 
went to see what it was all about. I 
left the Chancery at 12.45 p.em. on the 
date mentioned, fifteen minutes after hear- 
ing of the business, and, after a 

tedious drive along the Israel/Jordan 
frontier and visiting several police posts 
en route, we were directed to 4 spot where 
the israel railway track runs along the 
border literally within a matter of yards 
of Jordan territory. To get to the scene 
of the “accident” we were obliged to walk 
along the permanent way for about halt a 
mile. 


3a At the last police post visited, 
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1 met a Commiasioned Officer of the border Folice, 4 
vaptain - an intelligent and geemingly frank person who 
spoke and understood English exceedingly well. Il put 

the following questions to him: when and at what hour 
did the incident occur?f"” "What was the make-up of the 
train - a passenger or goods train or a mixed assortment 
of wagons?" “How many wagons were derailed and were they 
wrecked?" “Was anyone killed or injured," and “was the 
train fired on by machine-guns or other weapons pefore or 
after the oceurrence."' My informant said that the train 
was “mined”, either by an electrically cperated or by & 
percussion mine, at 9.15 pm. the previous night. The 
train was a "goods" only comprising oil fuel wagons each 
ef 20.45 tons capacity. Three of these, numbers 9, 10 

and 11 (about the centre of the train) were derailed - not 
wrecked. Wo one was killed or injured nor was the train 
fired on by machine guns or rifle fire before or after 

the event. (The Israelis reported that heavy fire by 
sutomatic weapons and rifles was opened on the train from 
the Qalgilya Police Station — Jordan). My informant 
volunteered the information that the "wreckage" had all 
been cleared; that men were repairing the permanent way 
upon which traffic had already been restored and that, 
upon the ground being examined by trackers, there were 
“tracks of persons leading from the scene of the derailment 
to the Jordan border - in the direction of Falama: the 
village which, on two occasions during the week ending 
January 3lst, israeli Army detachments attacked in force - 
see my memorandum no. 181/55 dated February 2nd, 19535. 
This man knew what he was talking about, because the 
incident occurred in his area —- half a mile, as the crow 
flies, from his post where, &5 the senior officer, he is 
quartered and puts in most of his time day and night. He 
was unhesitatingly cleer on his facts and, in my opinion, 
only strayed from the truth when, with slight embarrassment, 
he rather lamely said that “tracks led to the border" — the 
usual Israeli line in connection with all border incidents. 


h. Ingram and I went on our way from this post and, 
as I have remarked, walked along the permanent way to the 
point where a gang of about twenty Arab labourers had just 
finished putting in two new sleepers and a section of track 
(one piece only) and were engaged in tightening up the 
fish-plates and dog-spikes and making good the bed of the 
permanent Ways Mhree fairly long goods traing passed over 
the track while we were in the vicinity. i inspected the 
length of rail which had been removed — about -20 feet or 

so. At one end of this, two pieces each about 4 foot long 
had been broken completely off the remainder -— extraordinary 
breaks to be found in either iron or mild steel which 
usually buckles or twists under stress or strain and 
normally does not break. The breaks I saw had the appearance 
of fractures - the result of a blow or series of blows. The 
longest piece of this broken section of track, from which 
the two smaller lengths had been severed, was about sixteen 
to eighteen feet. One end was slightly bent and discoloured 
by & "ehiteish" substance — obviously the effects of an 
explosion of sorts. The two wooden sleepers which had been 
removed showed no signs of splintering nor were they burnt. 
Beyond the two sleepers and the vieces of rail, there was no 
dJepria lying about, nor was the ground in the vicinity 
Aisturbed, as it would have been hed a truck or trucks 
fallen prosdside; nor wes there any trace or evidence 

of a hole such as would have been produced by the detonation 
of amine of any explosive power. For a distance of about 
twenty »yerds or 80; indentations on each o7 the aleepers, 





peer rceas Hine inches of either side of the rails, showed 
het vehicles had left the tracks and rolled along the 
Permanent way - in a fairly straight line, before impetus 
Stepped. As a gang of thirty to forty workmen had been 
tranping about the ground in the vicinity of the accident 
for eighteen hours or so, any tracks of saboteurs were 
completely obliterated - if such tracks ever existed. 
Incidentally, within 160/15 feet of the permanent way and 
extending to the road nearest the frontier - about a 
quarter of a mile distant, there is green standing crop of 
about two acres. 


5s Here i should remark that the hour of my 
Anspection was 2.30 p.m. on February 3rd. The derailment 
Cccurred at 9.15 p.m. the previous night. United Nations 
Observers had not inspected the scene of the incident up to 
the time — left. On the return journey to Tel Aviv, within 
three miles or so of the derailment, Ingram and I met a 
fleet of white-painted United Nations jeeps being driven like 
hell with screaming sirens -— United Nations Observers, keyed 
up and keen, hurrying’to investigate this latest "Jordanian 
breach of the Armistice Agreement and violation of Israel 
territory": 18 hours after the event when there was 
practically nothing, by way of visible evidence, to confirm 
this “comic-strip" derailment. A poor show — when one remembers 
that United Nations Observers are based in the demilitarized 
gone near Jerualsem: a two hours journey from Qgalqilya! 

“hey would, of course, hear what I was told, and, in fact, 
see less than Ingram and I saw, but would doubtless be 
suitapiy impressed by the Israeli story that “tracks led to 
the border." 


6. It apparently never crossed the mind of the 
israelis to cordon off the spot immediately after the 
occurrence: to leave the derailed trucks as they stood; 
the dislodged and broken rail as it was after the alleged 
explosion; the fractured pieces of metal where it was said 
they had been blown; the hole made by the detonation by 
which could be judged the force of the explosion, and, by 
which, possibly, the identity of the explosive could be 
established: or to leave the sleepers in position as they 
were atter the event; to take plaster casts of a few of 
the footprints near or leading to or from the scene, so that, 
when the United Nations Observers appeared they would have 
the whole picture before them. That they arrived 15 hours 
after the occurrence was bad - many hours too late to 
investigate the incident thoroughly. 


Tt. On my return to Tel Aviv, I called on and had a 
long talk with the British Ambassador, Sir Francis Evans, 
who showed me the afternoon editions of several Hebrew 
newspapers in which it was said 


“Wan Israel Army spokesman made the 
following official statement this morning:-— "A 
goods train which was on its way from Haifa to 
Lydda, struck an electric mine near Qaigilya 
(on the Western border of the Arab Triangle) and 
several wagons were derailed. The train was 
fired on when it struck the mine, but no one was 
burt. An army patrol which arrived immediately 
on the scene made the area sefe against any 
further attempt at sabotage." 


late evening Hebrew papers carried the same story, 
ing editions today, February ith, have repeated 
it, The Israel Broadcasting Service, "Kol Israel," 


Ali the 
and the morn 
| bai : Jat | acl 
afceast the same account of the affair at 2 p.m. and 
TES Delile on February 3rd and again in the 7 4m. news 
pulletin this morning. 





Se The British Ambassador and I diucussed this 
incident at length and neither of us could make up our 
minds whether it was an amateurish reprisal by the Arabs 
Ol the "Little Triangle”, following the two serious 
attacks by Israelis on the village of Falama last week, 
or whether the Israelis staged this derailment in order 
to divert the attention of Britain and America from 
israeli transgressions in recent weeks - a period during 
which leraeli Army detachments have flagrantly violated 
the Jordan frontier on several occasions. $0 serious a 
view have the United Kingdom and the United States taken 
Of these armed forays into Jordan territory by the Israelis, 
that, on instructions from their respective Governments, 
the British and American Ambassadors saw the Israel 
Minister for Foreign Affairs last week, and pointed out, 
in no uncertain terms, the obligations of Britain and 
America (and also France) under the 1950 Declaration 
which guaranteed the territorial integrity of Jordan's 
frontier. 

Se We, the British Ambassador and I, entertain 

much doubt about the veracity of the Israel story ofthe 
derailment. For myself, I do not belie it. fee 

that, had this alleged act of sabotage cccurred in the 

time of that legendary hero of detective fiction, Sherlock 
Holmes, he would have remarked, with much truth: "Obviously, 
my dear Watson, an inside job." 
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about his 
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10, The British Ambassador told m 
interview with the Israel Minister for Fo 
Ssharett, which, he said, followed the first attack on 
Faleama by Israeli troops. Sharett wonld not admit the 
eceurrence, but treated the British Ambassador to a long 
diatribe on the provocation to which Israel was subjected 
by Jordan. He quoted figures of alleged killings and 
murders by Jordanian irregulars, marauders and Arab 
Legion detachments, and listed to Sir Francis Evans, the 
Ambassador, the quantities of and articles stolen; and 
detailed the numbers of horses, cattle and sheep driven 
across the border. He slso discussed what he termed 
"the truculence of the Jordanians” at meetings of the 
Mixed Armistice Commission, Evans told me that Sharett 
talked incessantly during the whole of the interview, 

and barely gave him, Evans, an opportunity to point out 
thet H.M.G. in the United Kingdom viewed with grave 
concern the series of flagrant violations of Jordan's 
frontier of which Israel was accused -— accusations which, 
he pointed out to Shearett, had not been disproved. The 
British Ambassador told me that, in a matter of five 
nours after his interview with Sharett, the village of 
Falama was shelled by morters, a heavily armed force o 
300 Israeli troops erossed the border into Jordan and, 
under a barrage of hand grenades, carried out demolition 
operations and destroyed a number of Arab dwellings, 
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11. Sir Francis Evans then went on to talk about 
other sections of the Israel/Jordan frontier, notably 
Mount Scopus. the Israelis have said that, in present 
eircumstances, they are not prepared to de-mine the British 





Se 


War Cemetery on Mount Scopus; nor the area in its vicinity 
which is supposedly mined - their eontention being that, 
having regard to the heightened tension on the lsrael/Jordan 
frontier, the continued existence of these mine-fields 
constitutes a valuable safeguard against a Jordanian 
advance on or attack against Tsrael from that direction. 
The Jews are said to have about BO men in the University 
and the Hoapice on Scopus, and it is kmown, said vans, 
that there has been a good deal of gun-running from 
Jerusalem and its environs up to Scopus. Tne Ambassador 
said that, over the past Trew months, it was common 
knowledge, though not proved "right up to the hiit", that 
the Israelis had been erecting fortifications in the 
vicinity of Scopus and on the approaches to the Mount; 
also, that there was incontrovertible evidence of the 
Israelis being *discovered in an attempt on December 1th, 
1952, to smuggling large quantities of all types of 
ummunition up to the University; that much of that 
ammunition had been seized by the Arab Legion; and that 
there had been countless incidents of lesser imp rtance 
which proved beyond 4 scintilla of doubt that the Israelis 
were no less blameworthy than the Jordanians in this 
progressively increasing border warfare. 


0 


WEDNESDAY 12. T have dictated this memorandum 
FEBRUARY 4. 1353 on February th, 1953 - the day following 
my visit to the point opposite @Qalaqilya 


" 
Arabs Claim Israel where the derailment of the roois train 
: ‘ occurred. Todays papers, English and 
| Armoured Car Raid Hebrew, carry the attached story - yet 
| another Israeli raid into Jordan 
| eRe atta apeeures ee ee at the same place: this time 
cars opened fire on Kalkilya y armoured vehicles. 
‘village ot midnight on Monday.’ 
Jordan {ores ToP hones 13. The situation is extremely serious 
Jordan reportedly lodged a pro- and it would appear that, unless the 
test with the Mixed Armistice Great Powers, Britain, the United States 
cone Se mee 6 and France can exert pressure on Israel 
discuss the wlleged filght of and Jordan alike to "damp down" this 
Jewish planes over Arab Pales- frontier tension, and stop these forays 
= into the territory of each other, it 
seems inevitable that 4 major conflict 
must emerge out of these progressivly serious incidents and 
horder wartare. 


o.c.W. Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 


* See my report - memorandum no. 162/52 dated December 15th, 
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By S&S. Eliahu 


Arats Wage ‘Little War’ 


te midnight freight traln| 

from Haifa had alrendy tra-| 
welled twe thirds of the why to 
Tel Aviv, Tulkarm, just across) 
the border, had been jeft behind,| 
when machine gun fire broke the 
tonctonous clatter of the wheels.| 
The train passed on until a few 
minutes later the driver, a Pa-| 
leatine Arab, Salim Mansur, | 
heard a detonation which caused | 
his new Diesel lecomotive to! 


| shudder to a atop, but left It un-/j 
burt. 


_ meal, for 
ns 


a 


£ sunrise, the material da-| 
mage was sccm to be less than) 
Was feared: the three Inst tan-| 
kera were derailed and some 30 
metres of track demolished, ‘Two 
Sietpers stamped 1917 were da- 
Maged, and a wide but shallow) 
crater marked the place where! 
two mines, which had been 
Placed between the rails, had ex- 
ploded, 

According to the investigatora’ 
reconstruction of the incident — 
ithey included a U.N observer) 
if appears that the machine gun 
fire which was henrd from the 
direction of Kalkilya in Jordan! 
served as © signal for the demo-| 
htion squad that the train Woe 
approaching. They must have! 
been a bit over-excited, or not! 
too well trained for they were! 
about three seconds Inte. The ex- 
plosion occurred when the train) 
had almost passed, and not when) 
the engine passed over the mines} 
A inrge coloured handkerchief 
was found nearby and — as! 
usual] — ‘the footprints led to the 
armistice lines, in this case only 
B® clones throw. 

When the military attachés of 
the Western Powers arrived at 
the scene some 15 hours later, the 
sleepers had been replaced, the 
track fepaired and the frat 
freight traln had already passed 
on its way. The scriousness of) 
the incident was; hownver, only | 
too patently obvious, particularly| 
in the ght of previous Incidents| 
in the same area during the last! 
fortnight The growing shadow! 
of World War III, together with 
shipments of jet planes from the 
Weat and anti-Zionlst broadcasts 
from the East, buve given the 
Araba new Impetus in their 
‘itthe war’ against Israel, Their 
effect on the public has been to 
make it more sensitive about In-| 
elidents of this kind, and the de-| 
‘srtive rons bal 
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“Eli aaya if must be a gesture 
of solidarity with Baked,” | 


June 1853, Teracl setiled cover 20 
per cen! of the 215,000 Arab refugees 
ia her own borders by provid- 
ing employment for them. In Jor- 
4 Gay 25.500 of fhe 470,000 have 
been removed from the List of re-| 
sugees, and of these 14.261 through 
dlscerery of their false réglateatinn; | 
L240 through death and $2) through | 
emigration. In fact only sbont| 
1050, of less than 2.5 per cent 
heve thereforg been soliled 
the framework of the country’s orem 
nemy. This makes |! somewhal 
easler to undaersiand jhe large num: | 
ber of inflitrators, whether they) 
erceg on thelr own Iiniliialiys oF 
wih Jordan's blessing. 
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ordan Can Restore Border 
eace, Israel Tells Britain 


| Britain Wants Border Peace 


LONDON, Thursday (UP). — Britain has formally warned 
| Israel to avoid incidents and keep the peace with Jordan, it 
| Was announced at the foreign Office today. The British 
! Ambassador to Israel, Sir Francis Evans, guve the warning 

to the Israel Government yesterday. It was reinforced today 


US. Concerned Ove Shree cos 


Eliahu Elath, in a lengthy 


| Middl | =a meeting with the Assistant 
| | e § ERSION Under-Secretary of State, Sir 
* |Reginald James Bowker. a 
WASHINGTON, Thuraday (UP). spokesman stated. 
state Department officials sald The American and French 
here yesterday that j¢ remained | kOVernments have been inform- 
American policy “not to coun- |°@ of the British note. 
tenance warfare” in the Middle The British statement polint- 
Eaat. The Department was |cd out the “necessity for the 
keeping In clowe touch with de- | Esrnel Government to take all 
velopments that might lead to porsible steps within its power 
serious trouble between Israc) | to avoid incidents slong the 
and Jordan, a spokesman sald. Jordan border,” the spokesman 
Mir, Henry Byroade, Assistant sald, It stressed the “need to 
Secretary of State fer Near maintnin the stabliity of the 
Eastern Affairs, expressed his | #'4 in line with the 1950 tri- 
Government's “concern over the | partite declaration on Middle 
mounting tension” between the Eastern stability and security.” 
tesa Governments In the Britain also Informed the Jordan | 
few days to Isracl 3 ¥, tast Government ihat “Her Majesty's 
: ~_s o Israel and Jordan Government! sisnds by the i948 
diplomatic representatives, Angic-Jordan treaty.” the spokes- 
Commenting on recent border tn- | pan sald, This had been made clear 
cidents, the “New York Times” tc- | 2 the Ieras] Governmen! end fo its 
day usid, “We are reminded agaln Ambasssdor In London. 
that the Middle East is an afca of 
friction amd danger... The Arabs No U.K, Action 
retain their intense hestilty and Britain did not senticipale any 
teary that Dsracl is the beachhead epecific action. “The irealy was in- 
of "Western Imperialiam'... If ever | roked In eneral terms,” the epokes- 
= State wae encircled by potential | man added. The Government mede 
enemics, Israel is such a one. And | & clear in Lis represeniaiions [c- 
to ber worries kk now added the | day that Incidents of the nature 
= anti-Semitism of Russia which some | complained ef by Jordan should be 
think pretages 4& bid for Arab | avoided in the Interests of the siabl- 
friendship lity of the Middle East where etioris 
“All this edda op fo an inflamma-| were now in progres fo reach o 
‘tery atmosphere which musi not be | brozd defence selfioment. 
permitted to become foo Ach Jordan is entitled to akk for Bri- 
. “Reletions belween Taree! 2nd | ish military ald in accordance with 
“Britain are friendly and the British |} qn. first article of the Angelo- 
rele must necessarily be 5 paelly- | jordan treaty, an Amman Foreign 
Ing ene.” the “Times" sald. Ministry spokesman stated yester- 
‘day aflernoon, according to ANA 
; The recent Jewish alfacks on dor. 
dan territory Were. open acts of | 
aggreaaion, 
The treaty, which wat negotlated 
lin 1945, as ao revision of the 1845. 
lb tresty, provides for mutual milll- 
tary ald ehould either country be- 
eame involved In hostilities and ior 
concerted defence measures ghould 
each howiilithta become imminent, 
in sdditien to other articles. 
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REVIEW OF YESTERDAY'S PRESS 
Border Warfare And 
Tension Excite Comment 


Commenting on the growing 
tension on the borders of Isracl,; 
*Haboker” (General Zionist) 
gays that a major Arab offgnaive| 
against Isracl hos been lnunch-| 
ed. The paper asstimes that the 
web of Hes about “Isracl aggres-| 
sien” wili not hold for more | 
than a few days, but technically 
Te mre at the present moment | 
on the defehsive, ic. we have to 
explain the gituation to the out- 
side world. 

The paper refers te an article 
published a few days &&o by 
Mr. D. R. Elston in “Ha'arct=" in 
which ft was stated that outside 

| sbeervers tend a priori to charge | 
Tsract with the responsibility for | 
such incidents, because i js 
belleved that Israel ts most inte- 

| rested in a revision of tho fron- 
tier. The paper says that it docs 
not know whether the writer 
bases his opinion on what he 
was told by forelgn diplomats) 
or whether thia ls & matter of 
private intuition, but the Verr 
fact that such prejudice might | 
exist somewhere makes a larger) 
measure of vigilance on OUF part 
imperative. The paper demands 

i that in the near future more 
attention should be given to fo-} 
relgn political issucs and that 
they should be dealt with by @ 
coalition forum. 


Jet Aircraft 
“fIatenfe* (Hapoel Hamizrahl) 
eormments on the Galtskell state- 
ment opposing the supply of jet 
| olreraft to the Arab states, and 
| says that there are simular dan- 
gcrous tendencies In the U8. 
Even the “New York Times" 
which cannot be exactly enalled 
a “Zionist paper” has drawn 
attentlon to the increased dcan- 
ger of war following the Infil- 
tration of Irregulars from Jor- 
Jan, the threats of the Egyptian 
dictator etc. The situation on 
the borders has reached a dan- 
gerous stage, saye the paper, and 
this demanda military prepared- 
sess on our part. | 
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REVIEW OF YESTERDAY'S PRESS 


Grave Border Situation 
Causes Concern 


The grave border aituation ts 
Sealt with editorially by “Da- 
war ibistadrut) and “Al-Ha- 
mishmar” (AMapam), 

“Davar” polnta out that the 
Tailne attack on the railway 
| near Kalkilva was only a link 
™ 8 long chaln of serious out- 
rages. The paper doubts if the 
Jordan nuthorities are still cap- 
able of maintaining the armis- 
Lice agreoments, or if they are 
willing to do so. According to 
“Davar,” the world at large 
| will not be deceived by Jordans 
| manocu¥res such as appeals to 
| Great Britain and the U.S. for 
(protection against alleged Is- 
racl attacks. 

“Al Hamishmer,” whlie stres- 
Sing the heavy tasks of the 
Ierae] Defence Army against 
armed ogeression, axscrts that 
the political aspect of the aitu- 
ation is not less serious than 
the question of military secur- 
ity. The Arab rulers ond dic- 
tators behave Ike “spollt child- 
ren" In consequence of Weatern 
appeasement towards them, the 
paper says. Now they sare even 
asking for Britth and Amer- 
jean backing for open warfare 
against Istaci, and they are ¢n- 
couraged in thls trend by “im- 
perialist” politics, “Al Hamilsh- 
mar’ says and warns the Is- 
rac) Government of usions In 
thia direction which might 
wenken milltary vigilance. 
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David Courtney 


PECULATION tralle dog- 

gedly behind the diplomat 
Ti Is o fale speculation that 
yesterday's visita of the U.S. 
Ambassador, Mir, Monnett Davis; 
the SHritish Ambassador, Sir 
Francis Evans: and the French 
Charge ad'Affalres, MM. Yves 
Debrolse, to the Forcign Min- 
ister, Afr, Moshe Eharctt, bore 
some relation to the three-Power 
declaration of 1950, We know 
that they concerned the angry 
state of affairs along the Isracl- 
Jordan border, where, to cons- 
bunt plundering incursion 
across the frontier into Israel 
hes been added organized sabo- 
tage, of which the mine-laying 
incldent on railway tracks near 
Kalkilya is the most recent and 
conspicuous example. And from 
there, especially in view of 
Jordan's formal appeal to the 
Powers, it is reasonable to move 
to the supposition that the 
signatorics to the tripartite de- 
clarntion of 1950 are considering 
what might be done, within the 
terms of the declaration, to 
ense an ugiy border situation. 


The Government in Amman also | 


invoked the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty, which promises them 
British help in the case of 
cegression. It could not have 
been more than an elaborate 
gesture. Isracl’s response to 
mounting Arab bandltry nlong 
the frontier may have been 
sharp: it was not aggression: | 
and Jordan's elaboration to the 
level of ita treaty with Britain, 
of a mate of affairs which the 
Jordanian authorities have al- 
lowed to get out of hand, could 
only have been intended to 
serve as propoganda, 
|| | 
A TENSE frontler situation ssa 
developed out of lawiessncas 
rather than from threatening 
or provocative mensures of n| 
military kind. There have been 
no alarming military movements, 
There scems to be mo reason, 
on the evidence, to *ipposat 
that anyone {s contemplating 
war, If anything, it Is the ab- 


eecnce of adequate and effective 
regular forces from tho Jordan 
side of the frontier which ia a 
main cause of the Incrense in 
border incidents. On the Arab 
aide, where elt discontented 
village communities and jarge 
bodies of sullen refugees with 
a grievance aginst the Jews 
and small sense of lornlty to 
Amman considerable responslb- 
flity for frontler law and order 
seems to have been left to the 
National Guard. This body ta | 
recruited from among the disnt- 
fected Palestinian Arabs, is of- 
ficlally armed, and appears to 
be subject only ta the authority 
of village and encampment 
mukhtars. It is mot surprising) 
to be told thnt the National 
Guard often makes common) 
cause with the marauders. And | 
therefore it is not surprising 
t; learn that Israel's frontier 
units have had to take severe 
sneasureas. from thelr side in 
order to put #® stop to armed 
Arab forays which had begun 
to take very heavy, toll of 
vnluable property and to enbo- 
tage important development 
work over a inarge area. 


UT let us not talk of war. 

In a» situation that has grown 
ns tense as it has along the Is- 
racl-Jordan border, the risk of| 
warlike act and warlike response 
becomes serious; but at the pre- 
seni-stage there’ia still a chance 
of restoring discipline and or- 
der along the frontier and that 
chance should be encouraged.| 
Although some official Jordan 
connivance in the frontier Infrac- 
tions, plundering raids and m- 
botage has been charged on good 
evidence, it seems probable that 
the Government In Amman has 
not ituelf deliberately sought the 
trouble. In any event, it should 
be possible to convince Amman 
of the necessity for maintaining 
responaible control in the front- 
jer areas ond of reverting, in co- 
operation with the Israel nutho- 
rities, to the effective use of ma- 
chinery for keeping to a mini- 
mum the illegal crogiing of the 
frontier. Clearly, someone must 
put a stop Lo it, by some reason- 
able menns; and not lenve it un- 
til exasperation counsels the 
means of war, 


Jerusalem, February 6. 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, ISRAEL 


Bea (Otic wATCRIVES of 


I 


efrolic 


La i 


A. A = 


2 Mier col, 
x a eT 





/ : 


fr reply conte Nu 1/6/53 
1/1/2, 


Memo No, 


if 
# 


ri 


151/53 : 
ond February, 1955. 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Israel/Jordan relations - tension on the 
frontier and elsewhere. 


I wrote last week on the heightened tension on 
the Israel/Jordan frontier and remarked that, over the past 
few months, the situation has progressively deteriorated 
until today it is a matter for wonderment why the many 
skirmishes between Israel Army detachments and those of the 
Arab Legion do not develop into a conflict of international 
magnitude: my memorandum no. 130/55 of 25rd January, 1953 
refers. 


Ze The gravity of the situation may be assessed by 
the prominence which the press, on both sides of the 
frontier, are giving the matter. The latest development, 
featured by the Israeli and Jordanian press, is that 
Jordan has asked the United Kingdom to protect her border 
from Israeli aggression and has demanded of the United 
States Ambassador in Amman that America take action in 
accordance with the four-Power Declaration or 1950. 
Captions such as that below are daily features of news- 
papers published in Israel and Jordan and keep tension in 
both countries at "fever heat". 


Jordan Asks UK to Protect 
Border From ‘Aggression 


3. My information is that, on January 3lst, 1955; 
Jordan officially called on Britain to implement the 
Anglo-—Jordan Treaty of 1948 under which, as is known, 

the United Kingdom undertook to protect Jordan from external 
aggression, The request, so T am told, was made during a 
meeting between the Jordanian Minister of Defence, Anwar 
Nuseibeh, acting on behalf of the Prime Minister, Abul 
Huda, and the Charge 4'aAffaires of the British Embassy in 
Amman. This request followed Jordsnian allegations that 
ner frontier and territory had been repeatedly violated by 
Ieraeli troops during the week ending January 30th, 1955-6 
Leter the same day, January 5lst, Wuseibeh called on the 
American Ambassador, Mr. Joseph Green, and, as I have said 
elsewhere in this memorandum, demanded the immediate 
implementation of the four-—Power Declaration of 1950. 





2. 


4 Prominence has been given in the Jordan press 

to alleged border incidents during the past few days. 

I quote "Falastin”, an Old City (Jordan daily which is 
Sairly reliable and which covers the news appearing in 
Other O14 City newspapers and in those published in 

Amman, Hebron and Ramallah, "Falastin" has the added 
advantage of being on-the-spot to report incidents in the 
troubled Jerusalem area, and to pick up odd scraps of 

news from the Mixed armistice Commission with the Jordan 
member of which it maintains close contact. Most featured 
in the Jordan press is an agcount of a second attack Dy 
Ieraeli Armed forces on *Falameh. The Jordanians now say 
that this attack was carried out by a force of 500 fully 
equipped Israel soldiers in battle-dress, who were guided 
to the Arab positions by an Israel plane. The attack, 80 
the story goes, was preceded by a half hour barrage by 
three-inch mortars entrenched in near-by Jewish settlements. 
During the battle, which continued for five hours, the Jews 
succeeded in demolishing some of the Jordanian National 
Guards' defence positions and in penetrating the village, 
where they blew up three houses. 


Ds Jordanian papers also claim that the Jordan and 

Tnited Nations committee of enquiry, which arrived at the 
gcene on the following morning, found a large number of 
ammunition cases branded ‘Made in Israel', as well as 

bombs grenades and mines. Traces of blood and the marks 

seer being dragged towards Israel territory were also 
o . 


6, At a meeting of the Mukhtars of the villages of 
the Tulkarm district on January 29th, it was decided to 
demand that the Jordan authorities build derensive 
fortifications slong the "Triangle" armistice line. 


js Writing editorially, "Falastin® declared that 
only the joint action of Amman, Damascus, Beirut and Cairo 
can give the proper reply to these continued attacks. 


Be The Israeli version of the affair follows the usual 
pattern - a group of marauders, which had crossed the lines 
from Jordan, “was engaged by an Israel Army detachment and 
forced to retire”. 


i The Israel/Jordan Mixed Armistice Commission met 
in emergency session to consider the Falameh incident and 
several other Jordanian complaints of a similer nature. 
The Israelis grudginiy admit that the Chairman of that 
Commission, General Bennet de Ridder, expressed his pelief 
that "Israel was guilty of a technical breach of the 
Armistice Agreement." The Jordanians, through the Arab 
News Agency and in 4 Hashemite wireless news~bulletin last 
evening, January 51st, gave 4 Slightly fuller account of 
the Commission's finding: 


impe penetration of Tarael forces into Jordan, when 
two persons were killed and several others wounded, 
and the destruction of several houses, constitute a 
grave breach of the Armistice Agreement. The M.A.C. 
salied on israel to adopt all possible measures to 
prevent a recurrence of such incidents." 


riret attack on this village in my 


ote eaD the 
* J reported 130/53 dated January 23rd, 1955- 


memorandum 00+ 
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id. Any foreign observer in Israel would be the 
first to admit that the Jordanians are provocative - 
irregulars eross the frontier at night to steal and 

Smuggle and, in the process, to do a little quiet throat- 
cutting of Jews; they make off with anything they can 

lay hands on and drive Israeli herds of cattle and flocks 
of sheep across the lines into Jordan. The Arab Legion 
and the National Guard occasionally put a few bursts of 
machine mm and rifle fire into Jerusalem (Israel) and, 
now and then, carry out forays into Israel territory. 

Sut the Israelis punitive expeditions and hostile incur- 
Sions not of that nature, penetrate deep into Jordan 
territory and are no hastily conceived or executed affairs. 
israeli Armed detachments go into these affrays in battle 
srder ~— figuratively "armed to the teeth". From what I 
have heard, their tactics follow standard battle practice - 
Objectives are "“softened-up" by mortar fire; then, under 4 
barrage of hand grenades, infantry "move in for the kill" 
and demolition. The Jordanians are undoubtedly provocative, 
but the Israelis are no less culpable in the matter of 
worsening the state of affairs on the frontier. Of the 
Jews, the Jordanians say they are “seized with a bloody 
hysteria", The “leftish" press in Israel say that Jordanian 
forays into Israel territory are “inspired by British 
advisers in Amman." 


il. See also my Despatch No. 5/53 dated February end, 
1955, being a talk with the Director-General of the Israel 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs — Mr. Walter Eytan, 
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Australian Minister. 
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|S esceag warfare along the 
Isr ael-Jordan frontier has 
reached Frave proportions lis 
fees he direct ¢con- 
sequence of Jor- 
dan’s failure, 
through direct 
reckless 
connivance b ¥ 
frontier authorities im the in- 
cursiong of Arab marauders 
into Israel, or through mere 
incapacity, to fulfill its part 
in the armistice agreement 
and in subsidiary agrecment 
reached through the M.A.C. 
So scrious ba: 
come that mormal work 1A 
border settlements of Israci has 
been obstructed over a long per- 
jod, as the resuly of frequent 
thefts and the need for setticra 
to mount guard duty when they 
should be at work in the feles or 
resting after a hard day, Pos- 
sibly it has becn Jordans intcn- 
tion to bring about just such ob- 
structions and strain among 1s- 
racl'’s settlements close to the 
border os port of the 


BORDER 
WARFARE 


rary | yt 
Polucr, 


eal warfare agoinst Israci, in 
that case — or any other — it 
should be perfectly clear that the 
Government and eccurity fosces 
af Isracl cannot sit complacentiy 
by, but must take every step open 
to them to end, or op ony rake 
considerably reduce, lnwie- css 
and banditry along the frontier. 

Over the past few weeks the 
need for such ction haa in- 
creased alarmine'y. Large-3 ale 
marauding | , into Israci ter- 
ritory, in * gecording to 
Army rape: -sembers of the 
germi-officia) cttonal Guard have 
participates, "=*e multiplied in 
numbar, Eilorts to sccure the co- 
operation of the Jordan nutho- 
rities towards preventing these 
incursions, oF of least towards | 
apprehending the marauders, | 
have met only with cynical re-| 
jolnders, The bands encountered 
by Israel patrols have invariably 
been armed and, when eaught up 
with, have. ws d thelr arms, Toc) 
National Guard, formed osten- 
sibly to guard the Arsh side of 
ihe fronticr, has in some Chaca 
siven open protect m to the Mma- 


: | Gia hy ( 
rauders. So Se o 
is gwen ber- 


its responsibility to | 
ritory ane ita owt people eould 
permit this anarchic state of af- 
fairs to eontinuc, such leas =o 


against mnoutil evidence that 


the authoritl s of the AG 
A s fear 
- wore c ving in nt- 
ing State wer™ onn Ing 4 Sy te 
jer ggness if not actunlly 


lawit: 


provoling ‘ 


ceAnine 


tous 


= j)DOuT= 


COMPLIMENTS OF THE AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, ISRAEL 


the sltuntion be-| 
tive | 


ATA | 
States’ economic and paychologi-| 


mu ale. 47 F, 4 - 


a allily 


’ Lert! Ein » MAIN | 
Llaracl rminatl rit 1 | 


lain security G0ti5 
and to give citizens (| 
those oes the protection they 
have a right 1, hos inducers 
the Goavernment i Amman 
invoke Britian nealstance under 
the <Anglo-Jordan treaty of 
1948, by which Britein agreed 
to go to Jorcans againal 
“augression’, and demand the 
exereiae of that part of ti 

tlan of 1220 
sjafua qua 


Three-Power declara 

which guaranteed the 

in this region, It 15 difficult <0 
see how these extraordinary in- 
vocations can have other 
effect in London and Washing- 
ton than to produce doubts 
about their sincerity. ‘There 5, 
indeed, & serious State of tcn- 
«lan along the fronticr, anid it 
may well be gone 


jie Dorects| 


U8 
ah 


ek 
sada 


that it nes 
beyond the level at which the 
machinery of MEA.C. 15 
effective, But if that 15 59, it 
is either because Joruan wishes 
it to be so or because its re- 
eent polley of frontier provoce- | 
tion hos got out of hand, w th | 
the result that it ns yielded 
to the temptation, common in 
such instnntes, to escape Tes- 
ponsiblity by «ction ealculnt=" 
to spread alarm among its 
own people mnd throw dust in 
the eyes of the world, 

Tt is a poley that will not 
divert country’s Govern | 
ment and «ecurity arm from its’ 
purpose oof protecting the 
frontiers and the lives and pro- 
perty of its citizens. We  pro- 
foundly hope that that purpose 
ean be achleved without resort 
to reprisal or the use of arms 
beyond the strict needs of sclf- 
defence. We still belleve in the 
usefulness of the mixed nrmis- 
Hee commissions. Indeed, the 
Isracl- Jordan M. A.C, is 
due to meet tomorrow 
morning to consider the 
vory complaints which, presum- 
ably, are the basis of Jordan's 
appeal to the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty and the Three-Power dec- 
laration, But [t must be made 
perfectly clear that if Jordan 
refuses to cooperate In pacify- 
ing the border area, not all the 
fantastic extravarances of 
treaty invocations will prevent 
Teracl from taking whatever 
steps may be foreed upon her 
to ensure peace and security 
within her own frontiers, while 
bringing our complaint before 
the Security Council, where ob- 
viously in given circumstances 
it belongs. As o preliminary the 
country will welcome the eteps 
the Foreign Minister 
ported to have talien to post 
the Ambassnilors of the United 
States and of the United King- 
dom on the latest development 
fo this border warfare, 
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Palestine Arabs Cause 
Tension Along Border 


By SRAYA SHAPIRO, PO 


TEL AVIV, Sunday, — The 


Was to be feared as soon as the defence meusures 


Palestinians in the Jordan G 
the Minister of War, andl 
at the M.A.C., 
Getal harshly with murauders 


Azmi 
both Palestinis 
and infilirators who are over- 


ST Mililary Correspondent 

tension on the Jordan border 
passed to 
rmvernment. Anwar-Nuseibeh. 
Nashashibi, the senior officer 
ins could not be expected to 


whelmingly Palestinians and live or operate from near the 


demarcation line. 
Former agreements to stop tn- 


—— ee 


| filtration and punish marauders | Israel Wants Peace, 
im thelr country of origin tea 


| mot be taken Seriously by the | 
| men who are, in virtue of their 


office. 
them, 

In a natura! state of affairs. 
the Govarnmenis of border coun- | 
fries are interested in preventing 
tHegal traffle across the frontier. 


supposed to implement 


Tho arect representatives of the | 


SLAC have always endeavoured | 
to induce thelr opposite numbers | 
to tuke seriously thelr reeponai- 
| bility to stop infiltration under 
| rey pretext. 
israel Diagnosis Correct 
t had always been pointed out | 


i that by permitting marauders to | 


crosa-the border unpunished, the 
internal peace of Jordan was be- 
ing endangered. Events proved 
thet the Israel dingnosis was 
richt. 

At times, when the central Jor- 


' dan authorities and the Arab 


Legion were intent on keeping 


| the frontier sealed, they succeed- 


ea .f0 & great extent. Another 
example is Syrin, where the Ar- 
My prevents infiltration slthouch 
Palestine Arabs live on the bor- 


) der under very unpleasant con- 


| 
} 


ditions, and ere prevented by 
the Damascus politicians from 
gotng further inside Syrin. 

In Jordan, however, marauders 
are in faci feted almost as na- 
ional heroes — much In the way 
highway vobbera were given the: 
aura of “nations! Uberatora” dur. 
Ing tbe 1988-38 Wistavbarces 
| Theft and maurier, erpecially 
when Jews were the victims was' 
never considered a very objec- 


| Honable ect in the Levant. | 


Tt (e characteristic in this part | 
of the world to regard Jack of 


| restraint as an act of encovrage- 


Ment, and the Jordan Govern-| 
ment dots not seem to Festrain 
infiltration. 

The frontier, however, must be 
Closed, eliher on both sldes—or 
cm one slice. The question 
whether an Army patrol, sre | 


| Pursiing an armed gang. had 


ecrosee! the frontier for a shor: | 
distance, sec™s preposterotis to 
military commanders in the 
field. 
Korean Counterpart 

Te a broader sense, the situa- 
tion has its counterpart In the 
Korean war [2 which the qtes- 
tlon of bombing Chinese bares 
beyond the Yalu /s debated. Jy 
is a basic rile in etrategy that 
the base of the enemy attacks 
must he 


[fuuch more important than ence AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


repulsion of the attack iteclf. 
In the long run, [t ls concetv- 
obs, that the Army will sreic 
isaion to rald territory be 
d the border to destroy ma- 

ife thy Go 


& ust Fait. (orlhce 


Aid-—ANA Reports 


There were two reasons for 
Isracl’s apereasive acts recent- 
jly, the Arab News Agency re- 
| ports: quoting “Internationa! 
circles” in Jerusaiem, 

The first ls Isracl's desire to 
|press the Arab States Into 
making peace: while the  se- 
cond is her plan to win West- 
ern sympathy and tilitary ald. 

In ite weekly commentary 
yesterday evening, Ramaliah 
| Radio en! arged on the subject, 
expressing confidence that the 
energetic proteste made by the 
Jordan Government to British 
ond American cipnfomatic re- 
presentatives would yield re 
sults. The bravery of the Na- 
tlonal Guard ‘unlts guarding 
frontier villares was pra used. 


League's Political 

Committee to Meet 

Jordan has requested the Arinh 
League's Secretariat to convene 
in emerge nie session of ts 
Politicn! Committee to discuss 
recent events slong the Israel. 
|Jordan border. “Falnastin" the 
Old City dally, reports, 
| The Jordan delepation to the 
Mixed Armistice Commission has 
requested the three other Arab 
AAC. delegations to meet In 
AMMAR as soon as posaslblo to 
discuss the same subject, The 
date of the announced mecting 
in Cairo of the four Arab MA. Cc. 
delegations hay been cancelled, 
the paper saves, The meeting 
Was scheduled for March, 


1] Marauders Killed, 
1 Hurt in Week 
Eleven Infiltratora were killed, 
ene Wounded and one captured 
by Defence Forces between Ja- 
Riary 22 and 2, an Army spokes. 

Inman announced yesterday, 
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The following is an extract from a telegram trom Tel 


‘Aviv to the Foreign Office, dated Sth Pebruary, 19536 


1 


No, 32. 
"Your telegram No. 43: Israel-Jordan Frontier. 


Tsrael Minister for Foreign Affairs ( orpe omitted) my request 
for interview by summoning ms this morning. United States Ambassador 
and French Charge d'Affaires were summoned separately to receive similar 
tntimations. 


Ze Minister recited again the recent frontier incursions by 
Jordan elements, mentioning particularly the mining of the railway 

(my telegramNo. 30). His government were gravely alzrmed by the 
series of incidents culminating in this outrage which had profoundly 
shocked the people of Israel. At a Cabinet Meeting held yesterday vo 
consider the situation the gravest view had been faken of this action 
which was military in organization, method and execution and could only 
be described as an act of war. Decision has been teken that if further 
acts of this kind occurred Israel reserved the right to adopt such 
methods and courses of action as they might see fit. He had therefore 
Smvited me and other representatives of the Powers eoncerned in the 
Tripartite Declaration to inform us of this decision. 


2. (sic) I asked what methods were in mind and reminded the Minister 
that he had referred to the rossibility of reprisals, when I saw him 

on 29th January, as something his Government did not wish to sce occur. 
Was he now intimating that the reprisals were to be undertaken as 4 
policy? We had welcomed an assurance given by the Assistant Director 
General to the Head of Chancery on 30th January that no such policy 

was contemplated. Mr, Sharett replied, in effect, that it was not a 
matter of reprisals but i? the Israel forces engaged the infiltrators they 
would seek by every means, to bring home to them the consequences oF 
their incursions. 


30 I then spoke as instructed in your teleg | 

modified by the elimination of the suggestions in the second an 
sentences of parazranh 3, of which Waid not consider 1 could make use on 
the facts so far proved. I emphasized the need for forbearance which I 
had already recommended on 29th January and stressed the adverse views 
which must be taken of the organised operations by wniformed task forces, 
in the course of which the frontier was erossed, villages attacked and 
women and children killed or injured in a manner which mist appear 
indiscriminate. I urged the winister to cive the bigh lever military 


(exp. undec.? meetings) a chanee to reach a solution before further 
prejudicing their hope of success and concluded by saying the Her 
Hajesty's Ambassador at Amman had been instructed to urge the Jordan 
foyernment to all possible efforts ‘to prevent inci iitration 


and abate terision. 


le Minister angrily expestulated that Israel cowla nat continue 
‘co suffer continuous and increasing pressure on her peace and welfare 
that the Jorden attacks involved, without talking the only means at her 
disposal of meeting them. The barrel and other incidents, ‘+o which 
had referred, hed their origin in Jordan's refusal to abide by pledges 
given when the Avhistice was concluded; responsibility for continuing 
tension lay with them. I replied that to mest violence with violence 
was to bring even nearer (arp. undec.? point) of explosion which I hac 


every reason to believe his Government desired as little as Her iastesty's 


Tovyernment 2nd urged him +o allow a fair chance to more pacific methods 
of solving the problem.” 
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6th February, 1953 
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Memo. No. 109/5 
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MEMORANDUM for : The Secretary, 
Elliman = he 7 
Department of 5x iffairs, 
ma 


Canberra, A. 


Further to 5th February, 


ted 3rd and 4th 


February from U.A, =m em and 


from Foreign Office to ‘ths in 
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eonnection with present 
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> The following i3 


is an extract from a tel 
Aviv to the Foreign Office, dated jrd Febriary 


oi ye 
1 ORF 
’ 1955 


Wo, 235. 


"“Torael Jordan Fronticr, 
ael JOY 
My telegram No, 22 gave my provisional interpre: 
present Israel policy on frontiers, and 1 see no evidence i 
Thomas Ravo's telegram wider reference incompatible with ti 
pretation to which I hold, 


2% The telegran under reference, 

Auman Chancery letter of 15th January, led m 

is a danger that a number of unprove o1 

accumulate to convey an exaggerated impression 

intentions going beyond a policy of reprisal on the frontie 

some unspecified plan either for a major attack on Jordan or to 
nrovoke Jordan into an attack on Israel. T therefore think it 
worthwhile to offer the following detailed comments on Rapp's te.egram 
under reference. 


(a) Although the Israelis may reasonably think 
measure of sympathy from us in their struggle with the Arabs I do not 
share Glubb's view that the Israel actions are due to confidence of 
that support: rather the reverse. See paragraph 1 of my telesran 


No, 22. 


(b) I accept that the Israelis have probebly been trying to 
reinforce Scopus as part of a long term general policy of improving 
their position, but doubt that it is to be connected with the current 
frontier policy. Comay recently said that he personally would 
welcome a search of Scopus provided this extended to the Jordan 
occupied area. 


(c) I think it likely that 1 
their intended sharr reactions 
Jordan, in the hope they would 
General de Ridder had the same 
Jordanians of his suspicions. 


(a) Although technically the Israelis h: 
frontier agreement and sesk to throw responsib: 


Jordanians for flouting it, their Commissioner | 
declaring it unworkable, is reprehensible but is, ni 
consistent with the policy suggested in my telezram No, 


(e) I understand from my Militery Attache that intelligence 


stem in second sentence of paragraph 5, reached CHQ <4 from 
Jordan source, 


(f) I do not myself accept the internal political explanations 
for Israel actions in paragraph 3 ig: few Government coalition 
4s the third (erp. wndec 7 one) to (gm select) such a 
(erp undec) stimulus, 


(gq) Certainly the incident at Deir Yassin in 1915 was 
atrocious. It was, however, carried out by the Stem Gang 
and Irgun Zvai Leumi during the Arab Israel war, A search 
through diaries for some proof of Arab Jewish atrocities as a 
key to the policy of the present responsible Tsrael and Jordan 
Governments is, 1 suggest, unprofiteble, Moreover, I do not 
think attacks under consideration were designed, as the Deir 
Yassin incident is alleged to have been intended, to drive the 
Arabs from their homes, 


3. T consider that while there is case 1 the Israelis as 
(erp undec Qwas) nroposed in my telegram 22 ieir intentions 
are not such es to warrant implementation of the Ant Jordan treaty." 


National Archives of Australia 
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pales ne, nN aprarent ind i Pferenc 
yermment to t 
s country. OY 
MIMMuUrings amongst Arab officers 
that + 16: has bee recrudescence of anti-British 
soak Beret ape : y of course the West Bani) 


anrarently ac g ? ith the view expre 
my despatch No. » Oo ; but only provid: 
to reaffirm that 18. J83'%) Government 
the Anglo—Jordan Treaty as Pe os t] 

as it is at present being wide 

Jorden to expend her forces 3 

will not help her against 

custanary in the past for 

in the House of Commons 

uniting the United Kingdom 

that something shouldrmw 

overmment s still regard 
East, as in the time of 

ares’ okt of 
moderation on both side 

have been more moderate 

inexcusable, 
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(sic) i have Drevit USi¥ 2 PLec } ah Es warnings 
of course ignore siderad eriorts wi 


verment have been making oO assist Jordan economically : 
rill, I hope be continued as result of the presant financial 
‘scussions in London. We have done everything possible 
at Suess efforts are Property. appre 

Paet done much to preserve our po: 7 
a sablic reference ‘% eae aaty at thi juncture 
pursuing especially as the dan Government have 
Treaty. the apport in + occur if the Labou 
Gaitskilt has fore aises in Parliament 
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ahead. in the meantine, 41 should dec } 
representations to Israeli Gi overnent, it would be of immense 
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Confidential. 


p slecram from Jerusalem 
The following is an extract from a telegram trom + 
| 2 3 Fe r O45 
to the Foreign Office, dated 3rd February, 1953- 


re 5 to Foreign Office. 
"Amman telegram Ifo, 4.5 to tore.g 


Post < rebrua may 
The leading article in the jerusalem Post of aiegchne ama 
throw some light on motives which have prompted recent Israel aber 
on Jordanian villages. 


; 3 ae 7" a sale 0 uding 

2 In this article it is claimed that large scate aoe crear he 

= ae aa 3 j har over the past Tew weexs. 

i ea oie eet § aie on i tional Guard take paxt 

S\Seoner san the > semi-official Jordanian ‘186.101 Sie ise ae 
maintains that the aN : nerate in 

e Giese raids; and that Jordanian authorities Seeks ere ae agen 

= ; * ae b= = 5 Roy the w 
| ; “24 7 sting maraucers; that in i& 
eventing raids or arres nF cs Bante 
Sates are conniving in, if not actually provoking, tronvie? 
lawlessness. 


i jordan Government 
3 The article goes on to say that if the Jordan severe ie 
penises to cooperate in pacifying the borderarea LTsrael ee ee 
: tens may be forced upon her to ensure security Wil 
ete oecae 6 a bring ~plaint before the Security Council. 
ner frontiers, @.% bringing her complain’ © 


om i roe et 1 < Hid = | 1 
L. if this article is a reflection of the sie ee 
* pin * ey <i gh= Sr ac a 

° | = 7+ ¢c an indication pemaps tha. i’ - 
Government's attitude, it 1S an ins - steps they think necessary, 
have now decided to (gp. undec.) take an5 cee ARS wlleze are the 

i | — 5 Sllaces which they ates. “Yo 

; ine a : Jordanian viiitages 
ineluding attacks on 
marauders ' base. 


7 — * 
: mercies - (cn. wre sraeli 
On the other hand Jordanian officially \gP.- Ss 
li =s a 7 = ai = | \ 5 ci Trek. i Loe a 
ao zations of increased border infiltration by Arabs ant tees 
J} =r “ . aling Arad Tew as 
Shes Se Tsraeli policy is aimed at provoking a s by 
aa ; = : fz = = “7 mt Brim: ih 
car the object of causing @ Suspension of supplies 0° A et has 
f, : — ae ar 4 = ae t nat Lsr tke 
Western Powers to Arab States, Arabs even 5S : from wave of 
. : his ment in order to beneriv 150 ee 
bars her action at tnis mome aan fee =semitic 
ae in many countries Pelt for Jews as a result of anti-s 
=} ! : Y at 
movement in Russia." 
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The following is an extract from a telecram 
Foreign Office to Amman, dated th February, 1953. 


Ko, Le 
"Your telecram No. 47 (of 3lst January: Frontier Inciden 


While evidence available indicates that the greater share 


he blame must attach to Israel, it is impossible to acquit Jordan 
altogether. She could, I think, do more toe prevent infiltration 
Israel and so deprive Israel of the justification for staging 
reprisals, 

2. I do not want Jordan to think that Her Majesty's Government 
will not honour their obligations under phe Ang lo-Jordan Treaty or the 
Tripartite Agreement, But equally i mot encourage her to by-pass 
the Mixed Armistice Commission and i Stoke procedure which is only 
appropriate in the more serious eventualities provided for in the 
Treaty. The facts do not apvear to warrant the belie: th rael 
intends to attack Jordan, still less that she intends 
Jordan into ceding territory, You should therefore inform 
Jordan Government in the following sense, 


aa iL have instructed Her Majesty's Ambassador 
make strong repres ntations to the Israel Government 
share (which, indeed, seems 3¢ the major share) 

for recent incidents on the frontier particularly ¢ 
Falama = Rantis, See my telerram Nos: ae (of 4th 
AVIV. The Jordan Government may rest assured that Hex 
Caaererent will honour their obligations under the Anglo-Jordjan Treaty 


J 
+ 


and the Tripartite Declaration and are ready at all times for con- 
sultation with the Jordan Government as provided by the former 
instrument. in the present case they are of the opinion thet the 
Circumstances do not justify the belief that Jordan is in imminent 
danger of attack or that the present situation is not one which cannot 
be dealt with through the existing machinery of the Mixed Armistice 
Commission, ‘This machinery should be used and strengthened wherever 
possible, Her Majesty's Government were clad to note that the Jordan 
military authorities were prepared to demute a high-ranking officer to 
meet the Israel Chief of Staff and they are confident that with 
datermiried restraint on both sides these wa 
beneficial effect. They will watch: th 
the meantime they confidently expect that 
studiously avoid any action which mi 
magntiude of the we age a on the Prontiex 
particular Zo all they can to prevent 

“41 was encou 
infiltration aa the iene that: Israel 
Majesty's Government or 
Declaration would then be 
harm in the « of the 


‘- 


sovermment, 


hie i should hope that if this advice is 

of a meeting between General GSlubb and General Robertson 
of the Anzglo-Jordan Defence Board will be drorped If 
the Jordan Government insist on such meetings 1 w : 
agree. 


Cw] 


5. You should inform your United States and French colleacues 
of your demarche in genera 

references to the Anglo-Jordan Treaty unless they are alread: ere 
that this has been invoked by the Jordan Government and you think i 


desirable to enlighten them further," 
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The following is an extract from a teler on the foreign 
F 


+ 


y iffice to Tel Aviv, dated 4th February, 1955. 
“= 


No - Fie * 


"S.MLE,O. telecram No. 68 
inoidents Israeli - Jordan.) 


T think that we should rer 
ana without worior consultation with th I 
Declaration our serious concern at the Beeent jneidents which appear fs 


us to reveal a certain degree of official ] el i esti I note 
that the United States Govermment have 


Ze You showld inform the Israel Government that Her Majestr’s 
Government are sravely concerned at the recent events which have 
increased the tension on the border, Her Majesty's Government have 
a major interest in and responsibility for, the maintenance e peace 
and security in the Middle East and have declared their oppos tion to 
the use of force between any of the states in the area, The ey cannot 
mass over in silence developments which, if they continue, could well 
lead to an explosion. 

or On the evidence at their disposal Her Majes 
Peel bound to state in their opinion a considerable degree of respon- 
sibility rests with the Israel Governmentfor many of the incidents 
which have occurred in recent months beginning with the incident of 
the barrel and continuing up to the attecks on Falama and Rantis. 

Not only could some of these incidents have been avoided, but it is 
difficult to escape the conclusion that the Israel Government have 
welcomed the opportinity to resort to reprisals where they have not 
actually taken the initiative. The attacks on Falama and Rantis seem 
to have been deliberate and particularly brutal, 


y's Government 


Ll. While mich sympathy has been aroused in this country by 
recent events behind the Iron Curtain, the Israel Government would 
be making a great mistake if they underrated the effect of the above 
frontier incidents on public opinion and thought themselves free to 
take prevocative action without incurring odium. 


5s IT am convinced that the’ Israel Government can if they 
do much to calm the atmosphere and I look to them, in their om 
Snterest and in the common interest, to refrain fran any action 
is liable to aggravate a situation fraught with danger. Quite 
from the greater issues at stake, a lowering of tension is ¢s5s21 
i? the proposed meeting between the Israel Chief of Staff and 

Jordanian officer is to bear fruit. 


6. You may modify the wording of your dena 
erovided that you leave the Israel Government in 

seriousness of the matter. You should also indicate 

instructing Her Majesty's Ambassador at Amman to counsel all possibd 
westraint on the part of Jordan; see my telegram No, 55 to Aw 

th February). 


Te You should inform your Uni 
of your demarche.” 
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The following is an extract from a telesram from Tel 
Aviv to Foreign Office, dated th February, 1953. 


Wo, 30, 
My. telegram No. 29. Tsrael/Jordan Frontier, 


Service Attaches were yesterday invited to visit the 
seene of an incident on evening of 2nd February when three wagons 
of an Israel goods train were derailed on Haifa Tel Aviv line near 
Qalqilya (Jordan). 


2. Israel authorities atated that tracks of two men led to 


the Jordan Frontier, and that shortly before the explosion machine 
sun fire was opened from near Qalqilya an Israel village of Elichu." 
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P.O. Box <73 


fre reply quote. sXo. 2/5/1 eee ee AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
- CAIRO, 
Pas ira 
Memo.No. >“ - 
Sth February, 1950 


MEMORANDUM for-- 
The Secretary, 
Department of External 4ffeirs, 
CANBERRA. © A.C.T. 


Punishments of Israeli "Spies" 


Le Reference is mace to paragraph 18 of 

his Legation's memorandum No.260/5S of 4th February 
concerning the stringent measures being taken particularly 
by Jordan and Syria to prevent alleged Jewish activities 
within their borders. 


foc On SOQth January, 2 Jordanien Court at 
Wablus inflicted further punishments for “spying 

One man and his son were sentenced to life imprisonment 
with hard labour, and a second man to seven years’ 
imprisonment with hard labour on charges of spying op 
behalf of Israel. 


Oe A copy of this memorandum is being 
forwarded to the Australian Legation, Tel Aviv. 
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(Alan Renouf), 
vecretarye 
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3 . i yr 
Memo.No. ame AS S 


Australian Legation, Cairo. 


8th February, 1950 


MEMORANDUM for - 
| The Secretary, | 
Department of External 4ffairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C... 


Punishments of Israeli "Spies" 


1. Reference is made to paragraph 18 of 

this Legation's memorandum No.260/55 of 4th February 
concerning the stringent measures being taken particularly 
‘ by Jordan and Syria to prevent allsged Jewish activities 
within their borders. 


Za On 30th January, & Jordanian Court at 
Nablus inflicted further punishments for “spying”. 

One man and his son were sentenced to life imprisonment 
with hard labour, and a second man to seven years! 
imprisonment with hard labour on charges of spying on 
behalf of Isracl. 


Oe & copy of this memorandum is being 
forwarded to the Australian Legation, Tel Aviv. 


Sa ri! c sé naeN wi 


(Alan Renouf), 
Secretarye 
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CONFIDENTTAL 
Ref :2/ 1 


The Secretary, 
Department of Ext 
CANBERRA. A. 


With the Compliments 


of the ee 


Official ey 


we) 


to Secretary, Prime Minister's Department, 


Copies of letter with enclosure 


loth February, 1953 
Office of the High Commissioner 


for the United Kingdom. 
Canberra, A.C.T. 


1 
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Sir, 


I am directed by the High Sounissioner 
to transmit the enclosed message about the 


The High in London for 
Africa have been informed, 


fwo conies of this letter wita the 
enclosure sre being sent to the Department 
Affairs. 


of External 
I have the honour to be 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 


Prine Hinister’s Departaent, 
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There has been mounting tension between Isracl and Jordan over 
the past six months and this has culminated in the recent shelling by 
Israel forces of two Transjordan villages. 

In the view of the United Kingdom authorities the Israelis 

jjare primarily responsible for the present tension but Jordan cannot 
jescape some of the blame, Her fault appears to lie mainly on her 
j/taiiure to prevent infiltration into Israel. 
de Both sides have made representations to the United Kingdom 
Government. The Jordan Government heve also invoked the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty (please see United Kingdom Government's telegram EH, Ro.76 of 
73th March,1948 to Australian Government). 
he The United Kingdom Government have instructed the United Kingdom 
Ambassador in Tel Aviv to emphasise to the Israel Government its grave 
concern at these developments and to make it clear that in the United 
Kingdom view much of the responsibility for a potentially explosive 
situation rests with the Israel Government. 
5. Simultaneously the United Kingdom Ambassador in Amman has been 
inatructed to inform the Jordan Government of the representations made 
to the Israel Government. He will say that the Jordan Government may 


rest assured that the United Kingdom Government will honor their obligat— 
. ea tne ' 


jon under the Anglo-—Jordan Treaty. in the present instance however the 
SS — Se ae ee a in 


United Kincdom Government believe that this is not a case where the 
Anglo—Jordan Treaty necd be invoked and that the tension can best be 
lowered through the Jordan-Isrsel mixed armistice commissions — In the 
meantime the United Kincdom Government eonfidentiy expect that the 
Jordan Government will avcid any action which might increase the tension 
of the Iereael-Jorden border and that they will in particular do all they 
can to prevent infiltration into Isrsel. 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM, 

40th Pebruary,1955. 
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2/5/1 AUSTRALIAN LEGATION 


CARO 


fees 
Memo.No. J (0/53 
j 


4th February, 1953 


MEMORANDUM for =- The Secretary, 
MS Department of External Affairs, 


Arab-Israel Kelations 


1. Further to this Legation's memorandum No.29/52 of 
lith January 1952, an endless succession of border incidents 
between Israel and the neighbouring Arab States, particularly 
Jordan, occurred during 1952, These incidents were most 
frequent in mid-195¢, and &gein breke out in eréat numbers 
during December. 


Ze Jordan claimed that on lst December Israeli 
soldiers had crossed the frontier south of Jerusalem and laid 
mines as a reprisal for the reported murder of two Israeli 
watchmen. 


Sa Again, Jordan claimed that on the night of 12th 
December an armed Israeli convoy making for the Hebrew University 
and the Hadassah enclave within the Arab-held area of Jerusalem, 
refused to submit to the inspection reduired by the Armistice 
regulations,but opened fire on Jordanese troops. According to 
the Arab story, the Jews were forced eventually to retire, 
leaving behind 9 crates of arms and ammunitions which they had 
allegedly been trying to smuggle into the demiliterised area. 
These crates were left for inspection by the joint Jordan-Isreel 
Armistice Committee and an official Israel party, who were said 
to heave confirmed the Arab charges. Jordan sent an official 
protest to the United Nations on 16th December over this incident. 


4, It will be recalled that an earMer incident of this 
néture took place in June, 1952 when Israeli troops attempted to 
transport, as part of their permitted supplies, a mysterious barrel 
to Hadassah. On that occasion Arab officers asked that the 
barrel be opened, and when this request was refused, United 
Keations Observers impounded it in their offices uncer a continuous 
guard. On lOth July, Ganeral Riley, Chief UnitedNations 
Palestine Observer, after opening the mysterious barrel fourd 

that it contained only solar of1, and handed it back te the 
israeli representatives, overriding Arab complaints that the 
barrel] consisted cof two parts, of which he had only inspected the 
upper. 


Us The final incidents for 1952 were with Syria. On 
iSth December, Syria charged Israeli coast guards with piracy 

of three Syrian sailing vessels which, it wasclaimed, contained no 
wer materials. A second incident occurred at the end of December, 
When eh exchange of fire took place on the Israel-Syrian border 

in a demilitearised region south-east of the Sea of Galilee, 

When Colohel Taxis, who is chairman of tha Israel-Syrian Mixed 
Armistice Commission, investigated the reports on 28th December, 
he himself, according to Israeli reports, was fired on by the 
Syrians. 
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6. At a press conference in Amman on 19th January, 
Maitre Azmy 1 Nashashiby, leader of the Jordanian delegation 
to the joint Israel-Joréan Mixed Armistice Commission, declared 
that during the pericd May, 1949 to December, 195¢, Israel had 
perpetrated 728 acts of aggression against Jordan. In the 
course of these raids, he cleimed, 142 Arabs had been killed. 
In addition Jewish aircraft hac carried out ©78 flights over 
Jordanian territory. 


7. Nashashiby therefore announced that Jordan had 
abrogated the local commanders! anti-infiltretion agreement which 
was due to expire on 52nd January, since the Jews rar 
persistently violated its provisions. According to/ fraelis, 
however, it was they who had cancelied the agreement, in 
retaliation for the arrest by Jordan on 4th Januery of four 
JéwBh soldiers. Jordan claimed that these solciers had 
deliberately crossed the frontier, while Israel declared that 
they had merely missed their way during training. What was 
developing into a difficult situation was solved on “5th 
January when the Jordanian authorities handed the four soldiers 
back to Israeli officials. Immediately upon the expiry or 
cancellation of the informal local com anders' agreement, there 
was a further spate of border incidents. These ware preceded on 
2ist Jamuary by wheat the Arabs regarded as a threat broadcast by 
the Israeli Radio to the effect that "Grastic border action’ would 
have to be taken in orcer to put a stop to alleged Arab 
infiltration into Jewish territory. This statement was regarded 
by the Arabs as 4 warning that the Jews were preparing for some 
sort of military action along the borders. And certainly several 
incidents have taken place since the prosdceste 


8. On 26th Januery, Egypt's delegate to the joint 
Eeypto-Israel Truce Gommittee declared that an armed Jewish forcs 
had entered theGaza-Rafah sector and killed 5 persons; Egypt 
submitted a strong protest to the Armistice Committee, and called 
for an immediate Snvestigation, at the s&ms time stating that 

4¢ts frontiers would be reinforcec. 


S. From Jordan ceme reports that 2 incidents had 

taken place within 4 week. The first attack was alleged to have 
been on the village of Falma on 22nd January, the second on 

36th January on the nearby villege of Kafr Gamal anc on the viliage 
of Retees in the Rameleh district. According to Jordanian 
communiaues, the Arab Legion and the Home Guard had repulsed the 
attackers and inflicted losses. Representatives of the joint 
Fordaniean-israel Truce Committee visited the scenes of the 

attacks and were said to have presented to the Acting Chief 

United Nations Observer 4 strongly-worded indictment, with 4 
reduest that the matter be referred to the Security Council. 

The Chief United Nations Observer, General Riley, was expected 

to visit the area curing this week in order to examins the strained 
relations between Jordan and Israel arising out of the border 
incidents. On SOth Janvary, the Jordanian Defence Minister, 
stated in Amman that, should Jewish aggressions be repsated on the 
frontiers, his Armed Forces would meet them with force. 


10. Without hearing the Israeli version, it is difficult 
to know how accurate the various Areb reports of incidents have 
been. It does appear, however, that either there has been 4n 
4ncrease in 4nciaents since last December, or that the Arabs wish 
to create the impression that such an incresse has in fact taken 
place. Should the latter interpretation be true, the Arab 
motives would be fairly 6887 to uncerstanc. Having won in their 
battle against the United Nations Political Committee's draft 
resolution for direct Arab-Israeli talks, (see peragraph © of 
this Legation's memorandum No.1904/52 of Sist December and 
previous correspondence ) they might be hoping to gain more 


[Saas 
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Support for their policies by defaming the Isreelis. It seems 
hardly conceivable that they could yet be fabricating reports 
Of @geression for the purpose of provoking the Israelis te fire 
the first shot in the long discussed "Second Round". 


ll. Shoule the Jews, however, be in fact responsible 

for an increase in border incidents, it is rather more difficult 
tO understand their motives. Possibly, they might be hoping to 
Call the Arabst bluff after the recent Amman truce talks (see 
this Legation's memorandum No.142/53 of 24th Jamuary and previous 
torraspondance). They might on the other hand merely be 
8xpressing their dissatisfaction at the Arabs' success in averting 
the direct negotiations proposed by the United Nations Political 
Committee's draft resolution. It seéms more likely that any 
premeditated increase in incidents Would be for the purpose of 
inciting Arab retaliation, so that Israel could claim that her 
Security was being threatened and plead for arms and equipment 

to defend hersal?. 


12. Whatever the origin of the incidents and the motives 
for them, the result ment seems to have besn a strengthening of 
Arab resistance. The Amman newspaper "Falastin’ commented thet 
"these criminal attacks can be suppressed only through a common 
Arab awakening in Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Jerusalem’. 
Actually, a common policy is developing so clearly that one 

eould almost suspect the military leaders cf the various Arab 
States of fabricating stories of incidents for this express . 
purpose! 


15. The main Arab reaction has been through an increasa 
in their boycott of Israel. In accordance with the various 
Suggestions made by the League's Bureau for the Economic Boycott 
of israel during 1952, several measures have recently bean taken. 
The boycott by Syria of firms having branches in Israel was 
reported in paragraph 4 of this Legation's memorandum No.1111/5e2 
of 28th November. In Egypt exporters must produce a certificate 
from the Egyptian Consulate in the country of destination of their 
goods to the effect that the goods are destined for local 
consumption and will not be re-exported to Israel; exporters 

are also required to make a monetary deposit or give 8 letter of 
eredit from an accredited bank. The Dirsctor General of the 
Egyptian Coastguards Administration, Kaimakan Abdel Aziz,has 
also disclosed that a committes has been established uncer his 
chiirmanship to contact Companies with branches in israel or 
aealing with 4t, witn the object of explaining thet such a 
situation was considered unfriendly and intolerable by igypt. 
In Lebanon, 20 Arab refugees from Palestine were sentenced on 
135th December last to six months' imprisonment each for having 
smuggled Lebanese gocds into israel. in Jordan, the Government 
on 26th December brought down a bill forbidding trade with 
Israel in any form and prohibiting the use of Israsli money in 
Jordan; any traders found guilty of conducting transactions with 
Israel will, under the terms of the bill, be "black-listeda", 

and signs placed on their premises. In Iiraad, exporters to the 
Mediterranean countries must now produce certificates supported 
by Iraqi Consulates stating that the exported goods hava 
actually arrived at their country of destinstion. 


14. A further united move in the boycott campaign has 
been taken in the case of Cyprus, which, together with Greece, 
Turkey and sometimes Italy, is viewed by Arab States with 
suspicion es being 8 potential and actual trader with Israel. 
During December, 195¢ and January, 1955, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Traqg and Syria have implement4), he suggestion made by the 
Learue Secretariat that,trace /Uyprus should be boycotted as a 


provisional measure until the League can take up the matter of 
Israeli trade with Cyprus itsel?. iraq has in addition placed 

a similar boycott on trade with Greece. The +ebanese Government 
4g still considering the Question of the proposed boycott on 
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Cn trade with Cyprus, snd has recently been 
Chamber of Commerce to bring into operation 


~e The Kingdom of Libya, wh ich has 
become & member of the eacue, has also been 
Egyptian Regional Bureau for the sconomic boycot 
asked the Libyan Government to stop its trade with 
and Egyptian reports claim that the Libyan Governmé! 
to act on this suggestion. 


16. Moves are also afoot to increase the severity of 
Egypt's boycott on shipping passi ng through the Suez Canal to 
Tsracl. Since early 1952, only cargoss of “cont rabanda" 
(defined as war materials and oil) have been sub jected 
confiscation by the BEypbse ns (see this Legation 3 We MOLA Hd te 
No.657/52 of Sth August and previouscorresponden 28 ) 
recently a cargo of meat consigne ad to Israel in the 

ship, “Remf rost" was confiscated. In &n explanatory 

issued in New York on 2nd January by the Egyptian dele; 

the United Nations, it was stated that the meat was 

beacause it was believed to have been obtained in the Suc 
however, the Sthiopian Smbassy in Gairo had proved that 

meat came from Eritrea, and the meat wa therefore reles 
The logic of this Eeyptian argument is T 
Regional Tragi Bureau for the Economic 

mid-January was reported to have requ ested 

the boycott which existed prior to early 1° 

of ships carrying foodstuffs to Israel, 


17. The black-listing of shi 
“contraband” to Israel (see Minister : 
August, 1951) has continued, and the gypt ian Bureau 

Economic Boycott of israel has requested the Customs Administration 
jn Alexandria to add the names of one American and two british 
tankers to the bDlack-list. 
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18. Apart from the BoOnemTe ptt ET 

States continue to take stringent 1 

Jewish activities within their borders. In 4 

in those countries which have common frontiers 

any person doing anything out of the ordinary is 
regarded as A SDy. At the end of November last, 
were Sentenced to death in “yria for spying, and at 
December 2 Jordanian soldiers were executed in Amman 
similar charges. 
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ig; The warious Arab states also indulge in a 
continuous series of atrocity stories about Israel. 7 
of these suggests that the Traqgi Ministry of Foreign Affs 
has decided to protest to the United Nations Secretariat 
concerning Israeli atrocities against Palestinian Arabs. 
According to this report, the Iraqi Foreign Ministry claims 
that the Isrselis have admitted that during 1952 they killed 
394 Arabs and wounded 227, and that during the first week in 
1955, another 19 Arabs were killed anc © wounded. 
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20. The country most likely to be affected by border 
4ncidents and by Arab counter-activities is, of course, Jordan, 
which has the longest common frontier with Israel. Since the 
essasaination of King Abdullah in July 1vol, it seems to have 
drifted almost completely back into the Arab camp anc away fro 
the possibility of agreement with -sr ael, 


lis Following the recent series of border 

Jordan has taken Sf independent action which may cau 
considerable embarrassment to the United Kingdom. 

confirmed in London on 2nd February that Jordan had, for ths 
first time, invoked the Anglo-. ordanian Treaty. Presumably, 
the Treaty has been invoked under Article Two which provides : 


" Should any dispute between either hig 
contracting party and a third state produce a 
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situation which would invclve a risk of 

rupture with that state, the high contracting 
parties will concert together with a view 

to the settlement of the said dispute by 

peaceful means, in accordance with the provisions 
of the United Nations’ Charter and any other 
international obligations which may be 

applicable to the case. 


Tt appears that this Jordanian appeal is being discussed at 
the Foreign Office with some urgency. 


22, The reason for Jordan invoking the Anglo- 
Jordanian Treaty rather than the 1950 Tripartite Declaration, 
whose provisions might wall cover the pressnt situation, is 
not yet clear. One obvious explanation is that Jordan, 
seeking the speediest possible remedy for the alleged 
situation on the frontier, felt that bilateral consultations 
between the British and Jordanian Governments would be 
speedier and less cumbersome than consultations between 
Britain, America, France and itself, which would be required 
by invocation of the Tripartite Declaration. 


23. It is quite possible that Jordan may have, or 
may be contemplating, invoking the 1950 Tripartite Declaration 
as well as the Anglo-Jordanian Treaty. For on the same day 

as the British Chserge d'Affsires in Amman was called by the 
Jordanian Acting Foreign Minister, the United States 
Ambassador thers was diso called to audience. 


24, Copies of this memorandum are being forwarded 
to the Australian Missicn to the United Nations, New York, 
the Australian Embassy, Washington, the External Affairs 
Office, London and the Australian Legation, Tel Aviv. 


a 
A 


(Alan Renouf), 
oecretary. 
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Wamo.No. 527 43 


a l*th February, 1953 


MENORANDUM for - The Secretary, 
"ay Tals | Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. GT. 


gordan - Israel Relations 


ke Reference is made to those portions of this Legation's 
memorandum Wo.260/53 of 4th February concerning the recrudescence 
ef border incidents between Israel and Jordan since last December, 
apa Jordan's complaint to the joint Jordan-Israsl Armistice 
Committes and invocation of its 1948 Treaty with the United Kingdon! 


ae There seems little doubt that the various incidents, 
Which appear to have been on a larger scale than any reported 
between these two countries since the Truce, have bsen provoked 
(whether deliberately or not) by Israsl. Theres are two grounds 
for this belief; first, the joint Israel-Jordan Armistice 

| Committee has named israel as being the responsible party, and 
Secondly, the United Kingdom has made "strong representations” 
to Israel but not to Jordan. 


3. One of the United Nations Observers has described the | 
sttack launched against the Jordanian village of Falma on the nich 
ef 28th January (not 30th as was reported in paragraph 9 of the | 
above-mentioned memorandum) as being "@ premeditated, concentrated 
military attack in which weapons appropriate to a full-acale 
bettle were used”. According to Amman reports, the attack wes 164 
by a force of 150, and early estimates gave casualties as 1 
headman of the village killed anc about 10 others wounded. 


4, The jcint Israsl-Jordan Armistice Committee did» not 
immediately discuss the Falma incident, since its scope was so 
considerably greater than the usual frontier incidents. The 
Committee sent an Investigating Sub-Committee to make on-the-spot 
enguiries, and on 4th February an extraordinary meeting of the 
Committee under its Chairman, Colonel Bennet De Ridder of Belginun, | 
considered the collated evidence. The leader of the JordGanian 
delegation submitted evidence to prove that e fully-armed and 
sduipped regular battalion of the Israsli Army hac carried out the 
attack. A memder of the United Nations team of Observers produced 
exhibits which included weapons left behind by the Jews after the 
attack. Most of these bore serial numbers and other proofs that 
they had been msde In Israel during 1952. Against this well-arzméc | 
force, the chief Jordanian delegate pointed out, was a fragile 
Village in which some 12 peace-abiding families (consisting of : 
som6 70 souls) Gwalt under the protection of about 7 members of the’ 
Jordanian Home Guard. The Isrseli counter charge was to the 

effect that the Arabs had infiitrated Israeli territory in the apaal 
Overriding this contention, and Isrseli shorts which compelled him | 
ister to adjourn the meetine, Colenel De Ridder found that the 
Tsreslis hei been responsible for the incident. 


Be AG the Same tims as the attack was taking place on 
Palma, & large Israeli force was moving on Rentees village in the ; 
Haméliah district (see paragraph 9 of the above-mentioned memo.)- 
The result of tha attack was two Jordanians killed, two wounded 9 
one rifle stolen. On Slst Je@énuary, the Joint. Jordan-Israel 
Armistice Gomibitee described this attack as "ae flagrant violst/ 
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Memo,ho. 3 L Tae 
lth February, 1956 


MEMORANDUM for - The Secretary, 
Department of Extarnal Affairs, 
GANBEFRA. A.&.T, 


Jordan - Israel hslations 


i. Refersnce is made to those portions of this Legation's 
memorardum No.260/55 of 4th February concerning the recrudescence 
of border incidents between Israel and Jordan since last December, 
apd Jordan's conplaint to the joint Jordan-Israsl Armistice / 
Committee and invocation of its 1848 Tresity with the United Kingdom 


ri There seems little doubt that the various incidents, 
which appear to have been on a iarger scale than any reported 
between these two countries since the Truce, have deen provoked 
(whether deliberately or not) by Israel. Thers are two grounds 
for this belief: first, the joint Israel-Jordan Armistice 
Committee has named Isrsel as being the responsible party, and 

| secondly, the United Kingdom has made "strong representations” 
to israel but not to Jordan. 


5. One of the United Nations Observers has described the | 
attack launched against the Jordanian village of Falma on the nigh 
of 28th January (not 30th as was reported in paragraph 9 of the 
above-mentioned memorandum) as being "a premeditated, concentrate 
military attack in which wespohs appropriates to a full-scale 
battle were used". According to Amman reports, the attack was le 
by @ force of 150, and early estimates gave casualties as 1 
headman of the village killed ané about 10 others wounded. 


4. The joint Israel-Jordan Armistice Committee did not 
immediately discuss the Falma incident, since its scope was so 
considerably creater then the usual frontier incidents. The 
Committee sent an Investigating Sub-Committees to make on-the-spot 
enguiries, and on 4th February an extraordinary meeting of the 
Committee under its Chairman, Colonel Bennet De Ridder of Belgium, | 
eonsidered the collated evidence. The leader of the Jordanian | 
Gelagation submitted evidence to prove that a fully-armec and 
equipped regular battalion of the Israeli Army hac carried ont the 
attack. A member of the United Nations team of Observers produced 
axhibits which included weapons left behind by the Jews after the 
attack. wost of these bore serial numbers and other proofs that 
they had been made in Israel curing 195¢. Against this well-armed | 
force, the chief Jorgéanian delegate pointed out, was a fragile 
vilisge in which some 12 peace-abicing familiss (consisting of : 
sone 70. souls) @walt under the protection of about 7 members of tne} 
Jordanian Home Guerd. The israeli counter charge was to the F 
effect that the Arabs had infiltrated Isrseli territory in the sres{ 
Overriding this contention, and Isreeli shepts which compelled him | 
ister to adjourn the meeting, “olcnel De Ridder found that the 
Tsreaelis hei been responsible for the incident. 


5. At the Same time as the sttack was taking place on 
Palma, 8 large Israeli force was moving on Rentees village in the / 
Ramellah Gistrict (see paragraph 9 of the above-mentioned memo.). 
The result of the attack was two Jordanians killed, two wounded 9 
one rifle stolen. On Slst January, the joint Jordan-Israel 
Armistice Comiffites described this attack as "a flagrant violat/ 
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teem Of the Truce”, and warned the Israeli authorities to “stop their 
jrapsated aggressions and to return the stolen weapon. 


6. While the Gomnittes was thus condemning Israel 

88 responsible for the attacks, the United Kingdom, whose aid 

had bean called for by Jordan under the 1948 Anglo-Jordanian 

Treaty, was coming Quite independently to the same opinion. 

After four days of urgent investigations by the United Kingd om 
Forsign Office following the Jordanian invocation of the treaty 

et the end of January, the Foreign Office on 5th tebruary summoned 
the Israeli Ambassador, Mr. Eliahu tlath, to hear what was 

reportedly "a forcible expression of views" on the incidents 
delivered by Sir James Bowker, Superintending Under-Secratary for | 
the Eastern and African Department. At the same time, what wers | 
described by a Foreign Office Spokesman as "strong representations’ 
were made to the israeli Government by the British Ambassador in 

Tel Aviv, Sir Francis Evans, acting on instructions from London. 

The British representations stressed that Israel must take Vall. 
steps in its power to restore tranduility and prevent incidents 

along the frontier. 


6. This was clearly an outright condemnation of Israel, 
since no remarks conparsble to those addressed to the Israeli 
Ambassador or the Israeli Government were addressed to ths 
Jordanian Government. The Sritish authorities seem therefore to 
be discounting Israeli counter-claims concerning the incidents. 
On 5th February, the Israeli Foreign liinister, Mosche Sharett, 
summoned the British, American and French Diplomatic envoys in 
Tel Aviv, and is believed to have explained to them what is 
described by Israslis as "the menace of infiltration", this being 
part of an alleged “soft policy"regarding, Jordanians who cross 
the border for thefts, murder and robbery. Mosche Sharett is 
believed to have appealed to the three Diplomats to do what they 
could to ease the disturbed situation on the borders. 


Te In contrast with its strong approach to Israel, 
the United Kingdom merely asked the Jordanian Government to do its 
utmost to ease the tension, at the same time declaring that she 
was prepared to abide by the Anglo-Jorcanian Treaty. This 
represented a complete victory for Jordan, &nd the Jordanian 
Minister of Defence, Anwar Nuseibeh, stated: "I welcome the 
British declaration, which I hope will ease the tension 
artificially created by israel along the Joragan-lIsrael Armistica 
demarcation line”. The United Kingdom has thus emerged from 
what was a very difficult position with Arab praise; Israel's 
view, by contrast, will no doubt be less favourable. 


8. The attitudes of the United States or of France, 
the other two parties to the Tripartite Declaration of 1950, are 
not yet known. Jordan seems to have ignorec France entirely, and 
$f this is so it would no doubt be due to the Arab hostility to 
France over Tunisia arid Morocco. An eiferthas been made, however, 
to win over the United States. On Slst Jamary, the United States 
Ambassador to Jordan, Mr. Joseph Green, was receivec by the 
“Minister of Defence (see paragraph “5 of the above-mentioned memo } 
and conducted over the Falma area. The Minister of Defence 
declared to the United States Ambassador that it was America's 
duty, as a party to the 1950 tripartite Declaration, to take 
decisive maasures to stop the Israeli attacks. 


9. Although the situation had besn elevated to one of 
world importance, the border incidents did not cease after 28th 
January. On 2nd February, an Israsli goois train from Haifa 

passing near the Jordanian town of Guilqilia was wrecked by a mine, 
there being no casualties. On that night Jewbh forces armsd with 
automatic weapons and heavy mortars assaulted the town of Quildailia, 
and were repulsed, according to the Jordanian communidue, by the | 
Jordanian Home Guard. ‘The Jordanian delegation to the joint 
Armistice Committee asked for an immediate extraordinary meeting 
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-\ Primarily to discuss this incident. Before the Com=Ltitee on Sth 
February, the Israelis complained that Arabs had mined their train; 

he Jordaniahs however claimed that the mining was the work of 

| disaffected Jews, and that in any case the Israeli attack on the 
town had besn launched a full hour before the alleged destruction 
of the train. A majority decision of the Comrittee attributed the 
mining of the train to "persons unknown", and yet again found the 
israslis responsible for the Quildilia attack, formally listing it 
as &@ violation of the Armistice terms and formally drawing Israeli 
attention to her duty to prevent a recurrence, 


10. At this session of the Committee, the Jordanian 
Gelegation also raised three other pressing matters: first, repeated 
Jewish violations of Jordanian air-space by military sircraft; 
Secondly Israsli mine laying in no-man's-land and the demilitarisea 
Zone of Jerusalem; and thirdly Israeli armed assaults on the 
Galilee villages of Semou and Beit Hua on lst February, 


ans The exasperated Amman daily newspaper "Al Difeaa" 
appealed to the Government to invoke the Arab Leacue Security Pact, 
which would rally the entire Arab world to Jordan's side. 


IZ instead, the Jordanian Government took a first step 

on Sth February by sending a 24-hour ultimatum to the United Nations 
Observers! Corps demanding the immediate svacuation of Jewish families 
(consisting of some 150 people) which had on the previous day 
squatted in the former Arab Teachers Training College buildings in 
the demilitarised area of Mount Scopus. The Jordanian Government 
stated that it was the duty of the Observers' Corps to compel the 
Jéwish familiss to leave Mount Scopus in the interest of peace between 
Jordan and Israel. The ultimatum declsred that if the Observers! 
Corps failed to evacuate the Jews, Jordan would take "satisfactory 
and definite steps" to protect her own interests. On ©th February, 
rumours Spread that the Arab Legion had occupied the Mount Scopus 
area, but these rumours were dispelled by an official Jordanian 
announcement later in the day to the effect that Israel had agreed 

to the Svacuation of the 150 odd civilian Israeli« souatters within 
the next few days. 


is. Even while this ultimatum was under consideration, a 
further incident tock place. At one time, it was feared that the 

Arab Legion would have to be called in to intervene. The incident 
occurred on the morning of Sth February when a party of Jews, under 

the protection of two armoured cars, entered no-msn's-land in an 

area near the village of Latroun and, in the manner so frequently 
adopted in the past, commenced to plough up the land. The Jordanian 
Government immediately called upon the Observers' Corps demanding the 
cessation of the ploughing operations, and warning that-if the Jews | 
hac not withdrawn by midday, Jordanian troops would be ordered to open | 
firs. The Jordanians further pointed out that aggression against | 
this area was considered as a direct attack on the authority of the 
United Nations. No reports of fighting have yet come to hand, and it 
therefore appears that the Israelis may have withdrawn peacefully from 
the no-man's-land area, 


14. In paragraph 11 of the above-mentioned memorandum, it 
was suggested that the main reason for any premeditated increase in 
border incidents by Israel would be for the purpose of inciting Arab 
retaliation in order to allow Israel to claim that her security was 
being threatened and plead for arms and equipment to defend herself, 
The Jordanian Minister of Defence apparently shares this view, which 
he explained almost in the above terms on S0th Jamary. On 5th 
February, the Jordanian Government gave its support to this view, when 
in &@n official statement, it declared that Jordan would not comit 
any act of ageression, in order to avoid affording the Jews any 
chance to win sympathy and ammunition from abroad, 


ftes. 


National Archives of Australia NAA: A1838, 175/11 [29 





= £4— 


sw 5. Tf this was indeed the Israeli motive, then their 

: Slans seem to have miscarried sadly. Moreover, the continuation 
“>f incidents after the joint Jordan-Israel Armistice Committee and 
the United Kingdan had delivered their verdicts against Israel 
can only be regarded as folly. It seems hardly possible that both 
the joint Armistice Committee and the United Kingdom have been 
hood-winked by any Gisbolical Jordanian plan to enlist their 
sympathies. Sa 


16. : In any case, the net result of the continuation of 
incidents has been, as was outlined in the above-mentioned memorandum, 
@ consolidation of Arab opposition. A further consolidation has 
taken place during the last few days. it wili be recalled thet 
Jordan, Syria, Egypt and Lebanon have an agreement for the offa@ing 
of mutual assistance in the case of anyone of them being attacked 
by Israsl. Already beyptian and Syrian representatives have 
visited the disturbed frontisr area. The Egyptian Ambassador to 
Syria, Major-General Aly Naguib, brother of the bgyptian Premier, 
inspected the ares on 4th and 6th February, anc declared that the 
aim of all the Arab States was to restore Palestine to the Arab 
refugees. The senior Syrian delegate to the joint Syrian-Israel 

’ Armistice Committee, Colonel Jedid, arrived yesterday in Jerusalem 
to make an inspection of the arsa. Irad, which is outside the scopes 
of the agreement of those states having common frontiers with 
Israel, is said to have promised Jordan military support in the case 
of any emergency during the present tense situation. 


17. Copies of this memorandum are being forwarded to 

the Australian Mission to the United Nations, New York, the Australian 
Embassy, Washington, the External Affairs Office, London and the 
Australian Legation, Tel Aviv. 3 


Al fi, ‘i a i ‘“ 
tL, Ay FN 4 -_—= 


(Alan Renouf), » 
Pecretarve 
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AJORDAN-ISRAEL FRONTIER 
= —— =3 
ARMISTICE SETTLEMENTS 
A FIRST STAGE 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
JERUSALEM, Fes. 11 

Reports reaching Isracl of foreign reaction 
to the statement given to your Correspondent 
by the Israel Chief of General Staff, Major 
General Maklefl, and published in Tie Times 
last Friday, have caused some concern here.| 
It 8 pointed out authoritatively that General 
Maklell's remarks on the “ irrational frontier “ 
have been misrepresented and that his refer- 
ences were to the fact that the armistice settle- 

) ments had been only the first stage in the final 
|peace settlement and that it had been recog-| 
nized then that both. parties would subse- 
quently agree upon minor rectifications to the] 
boundary. This certainly was the impression 
given to your Correspondent by General 
Makleff, who emphasized that while hasty 
drawing of the frontier at the armistice had 
left causes of friction, a final settlement could| 
be only by negotiation. : 
| General Maklefl commented this morning 
on Licutenant-Geneéral Glubb’s statement to 
The Times, which was fully reported in the 
MHebrew Press. General Makleff said that 
General Glubb’s category of innocent Arab 
infiltrators hardly exists any longer. To-day 
almost invariably infiltrators were organized as 
armed plundering bands, he said. Under the 
terms of the agreement the authorities of cach 
country had accepted responsibility for keep- 
ing their own nationals, including civilians, on 
their side of the border, and Israel desired 
only the performance of that responsibility. 
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Im etd gute No /1/2/8_ 
AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


Memo no. 156/53. TEL AVIV, 


27th January, 1953. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


subject: Relations between Israel and Jordan: a border 
clash in the "Little Triangle" area - near 
Tulkarm. — 


Will you please see my memorandum no. 133/53 dated 
e2nd January, 19535, sent by last bac. 


2s The validity of the Agreement between Israel and 
Jordan, of which I made mention in my memorandum under 
reference, expired on January 2lst, 19535. On January 23rd, 
the Hashemite Broadcasting Service announced that, on 
January 22nd, a detachment of Israel troops penetrated two 
kilometres (ljmileg) into ae territory near Tulkarm 

(map reference: 35 BF x 32°22" N.) and were engaged by the 
Jordan National Guard. One Israel soldier was killed and 
several wounded. The wireless announcement said that "the 
israeli troops withdrew leaving the body of the dead soldier 
which was later viewed, two kilometres inside Jordan territory, 
by United Nations Observers," 


3 The Israeli version of this clash is that an 
Israel Army detachment, when on patrol in the vicinity of 
Felama (south of Tulkarm) , encountered an enemy (Jordan) 
forte which was pursued. The Israelis admitted that one 
Israeli soldier was killed. 


he The Near East Broadcasting Service, Cyprus (British 
operated and controlled) also reported this incident - its 
version of the affair was the same as the Jordanian. It 
added, however, that the United Nations Truce Supervisory 
Organisation is "greatly concerned" over the tension between 
Isrsel and Jordan arising out of the increasing number and 
seriousness of the clashes along the Armistice line. 


Qo 


5. On the Jerusalem front, the Israelis allege that, 
on January 25th, Arab marauders nunbering eight crossed the 
lines and stole a quantity of irrigation pipes valued at 
£300 (Israel). The Jews allege that this is the third raia 
of its kind within the past week, and that, on one of the 
earlier occasions, an israeli watchman was shot and killed. 
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Sir, 
to tranamit the enclosed message sbout ths 
recent tension between Israel ani Jorden, 

The High Commissioners in London for 
Canada, Australia, Sew Jesland emi South 
Africa have been infor=ed, 

fwo cocies of this letter with the 
enclosure are being sent to the Le art=snt 
of External Affsirs. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


chives of Australia 





There has been mounting tension between Israel and Jordan over 
inne a 

the past Bix months and this hae culminated in the recent shelling by 
Isreel forces ef tro Transjordan villages. 


26 In the view of the United Kincdom authorities the Isreclia 
are pPrimerily yeaypensthie for the present tension but Jords yordan —— 


ee’ 


— eT 


escape some of the blame, er fault appears to lie mainly on her 
failure to prevent infiltration into Israel, 

3e Both sides have made representations to the United Kingdom 
Government. The oien icone’ have also invoked the Anglo] ordan 
Treaty (please sce United Kingdom Government's telegram I, No.e76 of 
73th March,19)5 to Australian Government). 

le The United Zingedom Goverment heave instructed the United Kingdom 
Apbessador in Tel Aviv to emphasise to the Israel Goverment its grave 


— == 
—— 


eanoern at these developments and to make it clear that in the United 
Kingdom view mach of the responsibility for a potentially explosive 
situation reste with the Israel Government. 

Se Simultaneously the United Kingdom Ambassador in Amman has been 
instructed to inform the Jordan Government of the representations made 


to the Israel Governnent. He will say that the Jordan Government may 
leceamaaials th that the United Kingdom Government will honor their obligate 
fon under the Anglo—Jordan Treaty. In the present ingtance however the 
United Kingdom Government believe that this is mot a case where the 
Anglo—Jorian_ Treaty necd be invoked and that the tension can best be 
lowered through the Jordan-Israel mixed armistice comnission, In the 
meantime the United Kingdom Government confidently sxpect that the 
-Jormian Government will avoid any action which wight increase the tension 2 
of the Isreel—Jordan border and that they will in perticular do all they 4 ‘ 
gan to prevent infiltration into Isreel, : 
OPRICE oF THE HIGH COMMISSION"R 


he “tom Popraary,1953. 


ey 
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~ TENSE ISRAELI 
JORDAN MOVES | 


TEL AVIV, Monday. 
The Israeli Cabinet held an 
extraordinary meeting here | 
to-day to consider measures | 
to meet the tense situation on 
the IsraeliJordan border, | 


Isracil ncwspapers to-do 
quoted a Jordan radio report 
that Jordan's Defence Minister,! 
Anwar Nugelbeh, had handed an| 
ultimatum to the U.N. truce} 
supervision officinis in Jerusalem. | 

It «nid that Jordan would feel 
‘(herself free to act ms she! 
thought’ fit unless the supervis-| 
ors adopted satisfactory mea- 


who had penctrated Into the| 
buildings of the former Arab 
college. 


* * 
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: to evacunte [srach civilians | 
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| Lieutenant Cerner! ]. B. Giubb, hi 
of General Staff of the Arab Lesion 
lstatement to your Correse 
to charges by Israclis tal 
tion into Isracl was the cau 
tension on the fronticrs. ~ 
some Jordanians enter Israc! lier 
said. “Many Of them do sc 
uithout any criminal intent. 
fcut off Jordan from Gaza and Ee 
exampic. here are eiill families hich 
are divided between the [wo countiie., anc 
there is no legal means by which a Torda 
‘an can reach his relatives in Gaza unie: 
he is rich enough to pay for an air passage. 
;, Crossing lsraci terri- 
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(JORDAN FRONTILEK |! 
INCIDENTS 
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BRITISH CONCERN 
EXPRESSED 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Nir. Elath, the Israel Ambassador in 
|London, was requested to call at the 
Foreign Office yesterday, where he saw Sir 
James Bowker, Assistant U nder-Secretary 
iat the Foreign Office, who is responsible 
(lor Middle Eastern questions. 


er 
| ies 


It was learnt later that strong repre- 
jSentations were made underlining the 
) the British Government views the recent 
| EEN dents on the Israel-Jordan border, in 
}particular the shelling of the two 

These representations were Ho mide to reinforce? 
the similar representations which Sir Franci¢ 
} Evans, the British Ambassador to Israel, ha qi 
jsized thar all possible measures sticule be! 
taken to restore orderly conditions along the 
pve ind to avoid such incidents in future 
who appealed to the British Government under 
the terms of the Anglo-Tr: insjordan Treaty of 
1048 have been assured that Britain stands 


| grave concern and disapproval with which 
villages Falama and Rantis on Janu ary 233 
also been instructed to make, It was emphi: J 
t the same time the Jordan Governme nit, 
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oll alos to protect the 
Aric tvs the Cripariile Weal 
ation in suppert of the 
lque, The representations made yesterday 
)not made, however. a8 a direct result 
Jordan Government's appeal to the 
| treaty, The British Government, 
pointed out, are interested in maintaining 
stabse and peaceful] conditions in the 
was demons rated when they 
tripartite declaration in 1950, 

fhe present repres entatic wer 
therefore, because of the incident « the 
rat than because the Anglo-Tra 
Treaty had bee invoked, 
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TALKS IN TEL AVIV 


BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND 
U.S. REPRE ‘SENT rE D 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
TEL AVIV, Fes. 
Sir Francis Evans, British Ambassador, 
| Mr. Monnett Davis, American Ambassa- 
; [aor and M. Yves Debroise, French 
|Chargé d’Affaires, called this morning on 
Mr. Sharett, Israel Fore ‘12Nn Minister, at 


his request, to cise uss the present tension 
along the [sri vel-Jordan frontie r. 
ef < of 


The fact that 
ies to the tri tite de sdaratien of 1950 4 re 
ere io Si ge =] | the possibility 
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Pepresenialive the Signa- 


i¢ it 
called is‘ taken here t 
of aetion within the terms of the declaration, | 
which was intended to help to preserve stability 
and the gi in e region, with the 
enting a. ff er deterioration of 
cond fitions and Storing coopetative 
rangements for bare fer. security. 
Major-General Makleff, C hief of the Israel 
neral Staff, said in ment tO Your 
Correspondent that the situation had grown 
much worse during the four months. brut 
| the deterioration has not been of a military 
Mature Border clashes, which had developed 
jalarmingly, hil been 1, in the main, | 
jarmed Srab bands of marau wer, accom paid 

many cases by m National 
Guard—a voluntce raised in 
Jordan— —and raets and 
border natnols, 


MARAUDERS' INCURSIONS 


becn occasional 
‘groups of Israel soldiers a1 
Arab Legion, but on the whole 
the absence of the Legion, or of any other 
disciplined force charged to keep order, which 
) hid made possible the organized ar 1c 
incursions of marauders and irregulars. _ 
“1 a bad, trrati ionally drawn frontier. 
never meant to” last, General Maklefl 
declared, “It is bad us and bad for 
Jordan, and involves unnecessary hardship lor] 


Tibifak 
many of ae 


settle ol Arab communitics along 
| 


Thal tit 


+ 


=! 
ml 


frontier 


Bis 
ane 


ties te 
tell’ 


~% 
ad. 


+ 


putt 


el Wen 


4 ee 
SrTithe 


fronticr service 
seitlers, police units, 


pat ea 


it rs of the 


ae 


gemenis 
d men ol 


1h 


ork 


Was | 


Ts. 


for 


the frontier whose vi iNages are severed from 
ther lands, and who make common cause with 
ithe refugess. These Palestine Arabs have been 
lelt ag si thee. frontier with lithe: to do but 
sulk and. form an emsclves into, marauding 
bands, and have been encouraged in this by 
ihe auth OPE if ihe areca. most of whom are 
Palestinians and feel rc loyalty towards Lie 
| Government in Amina, 

The Chief of Stall produced claris showin 
4 monthly average of 9S acts af banditry, in 
volving heavy “tosses of cattle, it gation m pes, 
wiring, and other equipment. Fieht 
{rec h “1c ol cattle were ot Lael VoaAr 
frontier settlements ccording 
eccived Jerus wis i, 
in. Heron and Nablus, 
war being sold ‘ar 
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fs away. As 
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sad there was evidence of | 

# Coq! nivance : and even Compl nce iv, 
ail organized and heavily armed forays, a unl 
in such acts of sabotage as mining railway 
tracks and roads, This made tlovery difficult 
for the machinery of the moed armistice 
comnmussion to work effectively. 

The roots of the trouble were the grotesque 
nature of the frontier ieelf; the presence of 
large ond discontented Arab relugee: com- 
munities, and the irresponsibility of the Anibs’ 
Reet onl Guard, which was not subject to 
proper control and which conecived ifs pur- 
pose as one Of creating tension rather than 
of preventing it.. Jordon, he asserted, had 
mistakes in the armis aprcenics 
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“‘yatralian LY Bh; Re Office, 
Australia Houge, 
London, W.C.2s 
5th February, 1953. 
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emo No, 107 


MEMORANDUM for 1 
The Secretary, 


Department of External Affairs, 


Canberra, _A-C.f. 


Arab-Israeli Relations. 


Further to my memorandum No. 99/53 of 3rd February, 
1953, I eneloge extracts of further telegrams dated 2nd and jrd 
February fron U.K, Embassies Tel Aviv and Amman and British Middle 
East Office in connection with present tension in Arab Israeli 


relations. 


(signed) A. J. Eastman 


(A. de Eastman) 
EA LENE J FALE 
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The following is an extract from a telegram from Tel Aviv 
to the Foreign Office, dated 3rd February, 1953. 


Provisionally I interpret Israel policy as follows. 
Having abandoned hopes of settlement with Arab states through 
assistance from Western Powers and United Nations, and faced with 
their increasing hostility and solidarity as exemplified by the 
intensified distinguished and recent hostile statements by Neguib, 
Shishakly and Nashashibi, they may have decided that the tough policy 
or reprisals against Jordan, i.e. pursuing marauders to villages which 
harbour them and attacking those villages, will (1) encourage Jordan 
frontier authorities and border villages to control infiltration, 
(2) persuade Jordan Government that to take a leading part in hostile 
policy of the Arab league can produce uncomfortable results, and that 
there is something to be said for accommodation with Israel. 


Ze I would propose seeing Israel Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and saying that Her Majesty*s Government as allies of Jordan and 
signatories of the tripartite declaration must disapprove strongly 

of the policy cf organized military retaliation, which the Israeli 
Government areevidently conducting I would adduce arguments in Baker's 
letter to Chadwick of 24th January and others which have occurred to 
me. Mr. Sharett*s probable reply will be that Israelis over the past 
year tried to cooperate with the Jordanians over the frontier control 
but that mounting figures of infiltration, as reported in my telegram 
No. 18, and publicly expressed Jordan hostility have left them no 
alternative but to pursue their present policy. 


36 It would greatly increase the effect of my demarche if 

I could say that Her Majesty's Government were taking action similar 

to State Department's request to Jordan Charge d'Affaires, reported 

in paragraph 4 of Washington telegram No.:202, and were asking the 
Jordan Government, on whom Israelis understandably assume British 
influence is decisive, to take effective measures to control infiltration 
and to moderate their hostility towards Israel." 
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The following is an extract from the British Middle 
East Office (Fayid) to the Foreign Office, dated 2nd February, 1953. 


No . 72. 
"Israeli/Jordan Incidents. 


Since I sent my telegram No. 68, the C. in CG. has received 
further personal telegrams from Glubb giving details of the Israeli 
attacks on the two Jordan villages and stressihg the gravity of the 
situation that has arisen. If Glubb's account of the brutality and 
deliberataness of the attacks is substantially correct, as it presum- 
ably must be, it seems urgent to express our abhorrence in ne uncertain 
manner, apart from the risk that repetition may lead to a virtual state 
of frontier hostilities. 


2. The C. in C. has strong sympathies with Glubb in his 
present difficult, position and is anxious that everything should be 
done to maintain the confidence of the people of Jordan in the Arab 
Legion and ourselves as an effective shield against Israeli aggression. 
He is prepared to visit Jordan himself, as suggested in Amman telegram 
No. 132, if this course is considered expedient. 


30 Glubb in addition has made certain ceneral assertions 
to which it is more diffieult to give entire eredence. He contends 
for example, that our prestige in Jordan has in consequence of these 
incidents sunk to nilg thet feeling against us is bitter and that 
there is open discussion as te whether it would not be better for 
Jordan to draw closer to the United States and denounce the British 
Treaty. I have no doubt th:t there is much exaggeration in these 
and similar statements but think that you should know that they are 
being made.” 
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| The following is an extract fron a telegram from Amman to 
the Foreign Office, dated 3rd February, 1953. , 


No. 52. 


“Information available, assessed by trained British personnel 
whose good faith cannot be called into question, indicates that the in- 
cident reported in my telegram No.43 took place in entirely different 
circumstances from any previous ones. Contrary to the Israeli Government's 
contention that there had been no (repeat no) previous deliberate (grp. 
undee. ) along the frontier, and infiltration statistics show no increase 
above normal. What occurred seems to have been carefully planned assaults 
by Israel military forees on two small villages one of which contains only 
barrages and apparently by air reconnaissance. § Only possible explan- 
ation appears to be that in last sentence of paragraph 4 of Tel Aviv 
telegram under reference. | 


2. As a result of these (grp. undee.) incidents the Arab Legion 
have now moved two further battalions to the area between Jerusalem and 
Jenin, which, if Israel contention in paragraph 2 of Tel Aviv telegram 
under reference is correct, should have the effuct of decreasing infiltr- 
ation, though Israeli denunciation of decal commander's agreement must 
obviously reduce the effectiveness of control. 


3e On the other hand an apparently officially inspired article 
in IsPael newspaper, Jerusalem Post, of 2nd February reinforeed by a 
violent leading article appears to be designed to prepare the ground for 
further Israel aggression. I understand in fact that last night there 
was an Israel bombardment of police post at Qalqiya.” 


ae ee = 


NavonabArchives of Australia NAA: A1838. 175/11/29°-PART 





_ AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
Memo No. 130/53. ns! TEL AVIV. 
¥ 23rd January, 1955. 


——— 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Continued deterioration in 
between Israel and Jordan. 


Relations between Israel and Jordan continue to 
worsen. I have so many times found it necessary to report 
in this strain on the relations between Israel and Jordan, 
that I fear the Department must wonder how long the tension 
on the Israel/Jordan frontier can continue without a major 
outbreak of hostilities. That, too, is a matter of 
wonderment to foreign observers in Israel by whom the 
growing tension on the frontier is watched with grave 
apprehensZion from day-to-day lest some incident or other 
might precipitate another trial of strength in battle 
between the Israel Army and the Arab Legion. 


Ze It would be entirely wrong to minimise or deny the 
seriousness of the situation: - a situation which, somewhow 
or other, has miraculously not yet produced a major clash- 
at-arms between Israel and Jordan: though Israel and Jordan 
have each proyoked theother by hostile acts and by minor 
and major acts of aggression and hostile incursions into 

the territory of the other for the best part of four years. 
If the situation were not so serious It would be Gilbertian. 
But the Israel/Jordan frontier situation has deteriorated 
progressively during the past twelve months until today an 
open rupture between the two countries continues to be 
averted only by the tenuous moral restraint which the 
presence on-the-spot of the Mixed Armistice Commission 
appears to exert. Neither side, it is true, pay much 

heed .to the Commission; both sides impugn its impartiality 
as they do the individual members thereof and the United 
Wations Chief-of-Staff: General William Riley; both sides, 
Israel and Jordan, deliberately and nonchantly flout the 
Commission's decisions whenever it suits them to do s0; 

they have, in fact, defied the Commission and—set- its 
authority at naught. Yet, it does appear that the tenuity 
of United Nations influence.in this.area is still a 
deterring factor. The Jordanians also play up the 1950 
British, United States and French guarantee of Jordan's 
frontier. They gamble on the mentality of the Jews: that 
Israel would think twice about defying this guarantee by 
crossing the border to engage the Arab Legion in full-scale 
battle. The Jordanians also mow that the Arab Legion 
would be no match for the Israel Army and that, if the 
latter took the field against Jordan, Jordan would be 
over=-run and under complete Israeli domination and occupation 
in a matter of days - certainly before effective aid could 
be afforded by any of the other near-by Arab States. The 
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Israelis for their part are, I think, to some extent 
deterred by the 1950 British, United States and French 
guarantee of Jordan's frontier, but the opinion of foreign 
service attachés in Israel is that, while this guarantee 
acts as a deterrent, the Government £ Israel would pay 
little heed to that gurantee if it had adequate stock- 
piles of foodstuffs, ammunition and replacements to maintain 
its Army in the field for any Téngth of time. Well informed 
opinion is that, at ite present potential war strength, the 
Israel Army could not be maintained in full-scake combat for 
more than four’ tO -stx-months’= ty Which time the entire 
striking force-of the Arab world, aided probably by the 
U.S.S.R. and the satellite countries, could and would be 
mobilised against the Israelis who would stand a very good 
chance of being driven back to the shores of the Mediterranean —- 
not because of inferior fighting qualities, but on account 
of their inability to keep up front-line supplies of war 
stores, foodstuffs and equipment. Briefly, that is the 
Situation, which, as I have said elsewhere, has worsened 
badly during the past few months. 


50 The deterioration sbout which I have written 
follows diplomatic activity by the Arab States against 
Israel at the United Nations General Assembly and the meeting 
held in Amman last November of representatives of the four 
Arab States on the Mixed Armistice Commission; also, from 
the fact that the U.S.S.R. is making a bid for the favour of 
Islam. 


Le The purpose of the Amman meeting was to strengthen 
each of the M.A.C.'858 in their attitude towards Israel and to 
try to prevent any of the Arab countries from making local 
agreements with Israel, which could be construed as peaceful 
and non—hostile. The feeling engendered by the meeting has 
been shown by recent statements in the Jordan Parliament 
against the Armistice Agreement itself, and requests by the 
head of the Lebanese delegation to the M.A.C. for the 
deletion from the record of phrases by the United Nations 
Chairman such as "a co-operative spirit was shown at the 
meeting” or that the "chairman appreciated the feeling of 
goodwill shown by the Lebanese delegation." 


5 General William Riley has recently been attacked 
by the Arab press for his efforts to achieve a peaceful 
atmosphere, and the propaganda machine has been stepped up 
in the Arab States, with press conferences given to explain 
the now Arab attitude to the local and foreign press, as 
well as activity among foreign diplomats in the Arab 
capitals. 


6. In Jordan, the head of the M.A.C. delegation 
claimed that Israel had broken its agreements by smuggling 
arms to the Mt. Scopus area and threatened to stop all 
Israel convoys from going to the University and Hadassah 
hospital area. 


': In recent weeks, this war of words by the 
Jordanians has developed into armed attacks by Jordan 
soldiers. Three incidents have been cited by the Israelis. 
Wear Badrus, in the neighbourhood of Bet Naballe, an 
Terael Defence Forces patrol was attacked from prepared 
positions, while other patrols were attacked in the Bet 
Surik area and in the district soufteast of Hebron, all in 
Israel territory. On the latter occasion, an Israel section 
was attacked by a Jordan section. When the fire was returned 
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two more Jordan sections were called up, but retired 
when Israel reinforcements arrived. There were no losses 
in these attacks, but they are taken aa indicative of a 
stiffening of the Jordanians’ hostile sttitude. 


' 8. In May 1952, an agreement was signed between 
Israel and Jordan,-whereby.efforts would pe made to reduce 
thOTicidence of marauding. This agreement was brought 

\ up to date and amended by fresh clauses on December 29th, 

‘1952, with the latest additions which were due to come into 
force on January lst, 1953. The main new clause was one 
calling for the return of any person found to have crossed 
the border by mistake after a short interrogation, which the 
Israel authorities understood to be a matter of two or three 
hours. The underlying purpose of the new agreement was to 
show goodwill by both sides, with the penefit of the doubt 
being given in unclear cases. Four days after the new 
clausescame into effect, three soldiers and a civilian 
driving instructor, together with their vehicle, were taken 
prisoner by Jordan forces. Nothing was said by the 
Jordanians and only on January 6th did two Israel civilians 
who had been returned by the Jordan authorities at ter 
erossing the lines by mistake report that while in prison 
in Zerka they had seen the three soldiers and the driving 
instructor. 


9. An acpeal was lodged with Colonel Bennet de 
Ridder, the Belgian Chairman of the Israel-—Jordan M.A.C. 

for his intervention and the return of the men. He promised 
to reply by January 8th and was informed that if the Jordan 
reply was negative, Israel would regard the agreement a6 
broken by the Jordanians and therefore void. when his 

only reply was that the matter was "still under investigation" 
Israel gave the requisitetwo-—weeks..notice._of abrogation 

of tke agreement, which lapsed on January.22nd, 1955. The 
four TsPaelis have now been in prison in Jordan for 16 days. 


10. An urgent appeal was lodged with M. Henri Vigier, 
Senior United Nations official in Palestine, on January l2th, 
for his intervention in view of the worsening situation 
between Israel and Jordan. It is felt in Israel that 

Golonel de Ridder is too vacillating in his approach to 
urgent problems, unlike other United Nations chairmen of 
M.A.C.'8 who have immediately taken action on such occasions. 
il. That marauding is a planned policy of..the Jordan 
authorities carried out by Jordan soldiers in many cases, 

pas ese caved by documents found on the body of a man 
killed on Israel soil; by the uniform, with distinguished 
badges removed, found on the body of a Jordan soldier shot 
by an Israel watchman of a border settlement; and by marks 
on the boiies and clothes of members of the Jordan civil 
guards, a semi-military body, also killed near Kalkilya 
recently. I am told authoritatively by Israeli Army officers 
that marauding has recently increased following the release 
of prisoners from Jordan jails, who were thus encouraged 

to infiltrate into Israel, and by the Jordan police refusing 
to return stolen property, despite agreements to this effect. 
Excuses given have included statements that the stolen cows 
were required as “court exhibits" or that a farmer had bought 
the stolen animals in good faith and therefore could not be 
punished by having the animals taken away from him without 
compensation and returned to Israel. My informant also 
said that Jordan soldiers on the border are being paid by 
marauders for protection when crossing and recrossing the 
lines, promising to give covering fire if necessary. 
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12. While the majority of infiltrators from Jordan 
work in organized bands and are well-armed, with special 
arrangements for marketing their loot, many of the 
Marauders are women and children sent across the border by 
their husbands or fathers. Although the value of what 
thes® marauders can steal is small, the danger is great. 
They are in danger of running across an Israel patrol. 


13. In view of Israeli proof of the close link 
between the marauders and what the Israelis describe as 

"a planfied@eState policy," the Israel authorities have felt 
that it is impossible to continue with an agreement slready 
broken by the Jordanians, which would-protect marauders. 
The danger of incréaséad marauding is foreseen, and Israel 
oh aaa feel that they must prepare to take active 
defence. 


14. Following this series of incidents, the senior 
Jordan delégate on the Mixed Armistice Commission gave a 
press interview on January 19th, 1953 which was referred to 
in the Hashemite wireless news-bulletin that evening. I 
heard that broadcast which reported that, in future, Jordan 
will refuse to_.sign_any further subsidiary agreement with 
Ispael. The Jordan delegate scouted the Israel charges and 
counter—charged Israel with violating the same agreement by 
killing three Arabs in the course of the last ten days. 
The agreement, he said, forbids the opening of fire, 
except in defence. He said that Israel was violating the 
Armistice Agreement at the rate of one incident per day and 
the killing of one Arab every ten days. This delegate 
claimed Israelis had perpetrated 728 border incidents 
between May, 1949, and December, 1952, killing 12 
civilian Arabs in that period. He further claimed that 
Israel aircraft had violated Jordan territory 275 times 
and had killed four civilians and wounded six with machine- 
fire. Between June, 1950 and December, 1952, there were 
6 cases of firing on Arabs by Israeli guards on Mount 
Scopus and in fifteen of those cases automatic weapons had 
been used. iI was unable to jot down more than the few 
figures quoted herein, but the Jordan case against Israel 
appeeared.to be.equally as strong as thet of Israel against 
the Jordanians. 


L5« The situation is serious and my own opinion 

is that both sides sre equally culnable. I would say, too, 
that however badly and however frequently Jordan breaches the 
Armistice Agreement, the severity of Israeli retaliation by 
punitive raids and armed incursions into-Jordan territory 

is certainty unjuetified—end- unwarranted as are the methods 
used, i.e. mortar fire, demolition of villages and the 
unrestricted and lavish use of hand grenades, 


le 


G. O.WE Pu Poheman 
Australian Minister. 
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‘Memo No. (23/53 


MEMCHANDUM for 


The Secretary, 
Department 


Fa | = =e 
| by Ee. i 


Subject: The Jordan Primé Minister, Abul Huda, says 
Jordan lost the "Little Triangle" to Israel 
throuch error. 


We lost the Little Triancle and its 355,000 Arabs to 
Israel due to the unauthorised signing by an Arab Legion Ufficer 
of an enlarged cosy of the Rhodes map in 1949." The Prime 
Minister of Jordan, Twefik-Abu'’l Huda, who made thie statement 
jn the Jordan Parliament during a five-hour session in Amman 
on January 20th, 19535, dealing exclusively with the nhodes 
Agreement, added that the mistake was discovered only at the 
end of 1950. 


os The officer, Colonel Ali Abu Nuwar, signed a 1 : 250,000 
scale map drawn from the original 1: 100,000 map. His signature 
was attested to by General Glubb Pasha, Officer commanding the 
Arab Legion. This was done, said Abul Huda, despite clear 
instructions t6 the delegation not to sign any map other than 

the original. Several weeks after the Rhodes Agreement, United 
Wations officials, who copied the map, made a serious mistake of 
which the Jordan members were unaware at that time. He added 
that the political and military circumstances which forced Jordan 
to Sign the agreement could not yet be revealed. 4e said mo one 
knew when they could te. After the signing, Jordan had tried in 
Wain to cancel or to alter the agreement, but "high-level 
important negotiations behind Jordan's back” forced the 
Government to give up these attempts. 


3 Abu!l Huda said a svecial Ministerial Committee has 
functioned for some time in an endeavour to trace the fault and 
to lay responsibility for the unauthorized Sirning. Sco far it 
has not been successful. 
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Australian Minister, 








P.O. Box 273 


2 /s/1 Australian Legation, Cairo. 


Memo.No-. ~L6l/53 


ath February, 1956 


MEMORANDUM for - 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.¢.T. 


of Four Arab Truce Committes in Cairo 


Le Following the successful holding of the 
second mesting in Ammen last November of the Four 

Truce Committees appointed by the Israel-Arab Armistice 
Commission (see this Legation's memorandum No.142/55 

of 24th January), it has been decided that a third 
joint conference will be held in Cairo in March. 


Ze According to Damascus reports the conference 
will Giscuss alleged Israeli aggression against Jordan 
(see this Legation's memorandum non teers of 4th February). 
The Syrian, Lebanese, Sordanian and Egyptian Armistice 
Commissions are at present seperately discussing the 
alieged Tsraeli actions and plans for the Cairo meeting. 


(Alan Renouf), 
secretary. 





Australian External Affairs Office, 
Australia House, 
LONDON, WeCeo2e 
3rd February, 1953. 
AJE/JB 
3/12/39 
MEMORANDUM fors 
| The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


Ganberra, A:Cote 


I enclose herewith extracts from telegrams dated 
30th January, 1953, from U.K. Embassy, Washington, British 
Middle East Office (Fayid), and U.K. Embassiee, Amman and 
Tel Aviv in connection with present tension in Arab-Israeli 
relations and in perticular the recent incidents on the 


TeraelieJordan border, 


(signed) A. J, Eastman 


(As de Eastman) 
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CONFIDEN TAL 


Extract from telegram from Washington to Foreign Office. 


30th Janvary, 1953. 
Jordan-Israel Border Situation. 


_ The State Department asked us to call this afternocom. A 
member of the French Embassy was also there. 


2s The State Department said that as Britian and France were 
co-signatories of the tripartite agreament, they wished us to know of 
the coneern which they had begun to feel at the deterioration in border 
relations between Israel and Jordan, particularly es a result of the 
breakdown in agreement to return mationals of the other party caught 
straying over the armistice line. Moreover, the local Commanders 
Agreement of 22nd January, 1952, had now expired and the prospects of 
renewal did not seem too bright. Now there were the latest armed 
claghes at Falam and Rantis (both places some two kilometres on the 
Jordan side of the armistice line) in the early hours of 29th January. 
According to reports reaching them from the American Embassy at Amman, 
and their Consulate-General at Jerusalem, these were organized forays 
allegedly of company strength by Israelis armed with Bangalore torpedoes 

| three-inch mortars as a result of this incursion, the mayer of Falam 
had beem killed and a number of other persons in both places killed and 
wounded. From such information as they had, they were inelined to 
think it was a retaliatory move by the Israelis fer recent Jordanian 
infiltrations. 


Je The State Department had decided to call in the Israel 
Charge d'affaires and the Jordanian Minister. ‘they were told that 
information admittedly from one side only, had been received of this 
incident. The State Department esked both governments to take more 
effective measures to prevent infiltration and to exercise restraint. 
Apparently tke iereeli Charge d'Affaires was also told that the State 
Department was shocked by this isteat retaliatory move, if such it 
proved to be. 

oa The American representatives in Tel Aviv and Amman have 


been instructed to draw the attention of the Israel and Jordan 
Governments respectively to the State Department's action. 
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SECRET 


Cc OPT 


Secret. 


Extract from telegram from British Middle East Office (Fayid) 
to Foreign Office. 


3ist January, 19536 


Glubb has drawn the Commander in Chief's attention to the 
increased truculence shown by the Israelis since the debates at the 
General Assembly and expressed his urgent concern from the Arab Legion 
point of view. In his interpretation, the Israelis now feel that they 
are sure of Anglo-American support and can do as they like. 


2e While making allowance for Glubb's prejudice and excitability 

en this subject, there is increasing evidence which leads me to share 
his apprehension in some measure. Not long ago the Israelis attempted 
to smugcle arms to Seopus in barrels. Since then, and during or since 
the Assembly debates, they have provoked an armed clash by trying to 
smuugsle munitions to Scopus of a type which shows that they mintain 
armement at Scopus in defiance of the demilitarisation agreement. They 
proved reealcitrant at the mixed meeting which discussed the matter and 
withdrew when the meeting adjudged them responsible for viclation of 
the relevant agreexents. They have shown no disposition to agree to 
the inspection of Mount Seopus which the Arabs requested and which the 
Commission recommended. General de Ridder has expressed the opinion 
thet they may intend to stage a series of incidents. ‘the Israeli 
radio has been responsible for threatening broadcasta and the apparent 
likelihood of a change in policy generally is suggested by statements 
made recently by Comay about General Fuidity, by the recent Ieracli 
demunciation of the frontier agreements for liaison between local com- 
manders and statements made by Sharctt and Eytan about the armistice 
agreement. Firally, there have been the recent incidents in the de- 
militerised area between Israel and Syria, and the apparently unprovoked 
and certainly inexcusable instances of armed aggression reported in 
telegrams. 


= It is very probable that this is only a nerve war. It is 
agreed here that rumours of Israel intentions current recentiy in 
Jerdan were spread deliberately by the Israelis themselves. Gaor, 
the senior Israeli representative on all Mixed Armistice Commissioner, 
recently informed the British, French and United States Military 
Attaches at Tel Aviv that an increase in shocting incidents was to 

be expected and he mst have said that with the intention that it 
should spread. It may be that an inerease in tension would, to the 
Israeli Government's mind, assist in diverting discontent from the 
deflationary policy they are following at home, assist in the eurrent 
drive for funds in the United States, cr even provide grounds for 
further representations against Yestern supplies of arms to Arab 
States. There are precedents for deliberate attacks on Arab villages 
for psychological rxther than military reasons, notably the massacre 
at Deir Yassin in 1948 which rivalled Oradour sur Flane in scale. 


4- it is very necessary fcr us to know what lies behind these 
recent incidents and statenents, closely affecting as they do cour 
treaty ébligations and the general stability of the area. hey are 
aleo to be recretted as providing another opportunity for Soviet 
cropaganda. After the necessury further investigations you may 
consider there is a good case for adwonishing Israel, possibly in 
eonjunction with the other signatories of the Tripartite Declaration. 
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“Jordan Minister of defence esked me to ase him this 
morning. Speaking on behalf of the Frime Hinister, who is 
indisposed, he said that Jordan Government took a most serious 
view of recent Ieracli acts of hostility culminating ir two 
attacks on Falama, in latter of which experts considered that 
two companies must have been engaged. In the absence of any 
reasonable explanation, Jordan Government coneluded thet Israel 
was either trying to frighten them into giving up territory or 
to preve that Arabs could not be trusted with arms supplied by 
the United Kingdom. Invoking 4ngle-Jordan treaty, he eaid that 
he hoped Her Majesty's Government would warn Israeli Government 
that such agression could not be tolerated. He thought also 
that Her Majesty's Government should not stand by while their 
ally was attacked and that Jordan Govermment and Her Majesty's 
Govermment should concert together measures cof defence, 
2e For this purpose, he suggested Arab Legion Chief of 
Staff and Commander in Chief Middle Fact should meet as soon as 
possible and that a meeting of Anglo-Jordan Joint Defence Board 
might also be considered. 
3° I enquired if he had any particular measures of defence in 
mind, reminding him that there was still a British force at Akaba. 
He replied that he thought Arab Legion should have increased 
armaments and thet British forees should be better placed, og. 
et Mafraq, to help in resisting aegreseicn. 
4g I undertook to report tc you what he had said. Tripartite 
declaration was not mentioned. Demarche made today to United 
States Ambassador was based on American influence in and support 
for, Israel. Nothing has beem said to my French colleague." 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COPY 


Following is extract from telegram from Tel Aviv to 
Foreign Office. 


iaracl-Jordan Frontier. 


3 israel Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday expressed coneern 
at the increase of tension which had arcused widespread disquiet in Israel. 
During 1952 950 Jordan melee had oceurred in Israel involving losses amount- 
ing to hundrede of thousands of pounds sterling as well as thirteen murders 
of Israclis end fifty other Israel deaths in border affrays. The incidents 
within the last few days include shootings against a train near Tulkarm and 
an attack om a civilian car on the Haifa road miles within the Israel border. 
Information aveilable te the army showed that these two attacks were mide by 
persons paid by the Jordan military at Bablus. 


2s The Einister attributed the deterioration to the increasing 
influesee in Amman of Palestine Arabs and to the profitable complicity 

in raids of the National Guard, police and possible subordinate Legion 
personnel. The senior military officers eay (as frequently in the past) 
that where the frontier is patrolled by the Legion infiltration is negligible, 
but that trouble elwaye occurs where responsibility lies with the National 
Guard and the Police. 


3. The Minister confirmed information in Jerusalem telegram 

under reference. Srigadier Dayan is Chief of the army staff and senior to 
Golomel Gaon, principal Israel delegate on the Mixed Armistice Commission. 
The object of his initiative is to deal directly with Arab Legion, preferably 
Jundi, thus, presumably, getting past Kashashibi, whom the Israelis regard 
as obdurately uncosperative. @ Minister asked that we might help to bring 
the meeting about. 


te Despite the incidents mentioned in 4oman telegram I doubt 
that the Israelis intend to provoke frontier incidents with the motive of 
aceression against Jordan. ‘he latest incidents might indicate policy 
of reprisals at which Minister eagerly hinted yesterday (and which Head 
of Chancery, on my instructions, strongly deplored in conversation with 
Assistant “irector-Gemeral today) saying that similar tacties in the ,ast 
had been effective. 


Se I hope that Her Majesty's 4mbaseadcr at Amman may be able 
to lend support to the proposal for a high-level military mesting as there 
ig some ehance that it might make progress at a practical level and reduce 
the crose-border raiding, also lift the problem out of the vrangling 
atmosphere which has lately pervaded the mevtings of M.A.C. 


I have discussed the problem with my American colleague 
shares my alarz at the deterioration of the situation and had spoken 
ly to the Minister for Foreign Affairs threes days ago. Like myself, 
he feels that the Israclis's reprisals have no “sinister™ motivation but, 
Arab raids, are likely to lead to explosion inyolving the 
© in the tripartite declaration. 
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Foreign Office and 
Whitehall Distribution. 
ISRAEL 


25rd January, 1953 
Section l. 


CONVERSATION SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
__THE ISRAE) SADOR ON 23rd JANUARY 1955 


Mr. Eden to Sir F, Evans (Tel Aviv) 


(Wo.18, Confidential) Foreign Office, 
esrd January, 1955. 


Sir, 


The Israel Ambassador called this morning at his own 
request. He began by thanking me for the remarks in my broad- 
east speech of 9th January, when I said that I had been shocked 
by the anti-Jewish aspect of the recent Prague trials.  Feople 
in Israel and world Jewry had been deeply touched by the strong 
and wpouseneeve reaction of British public opinion. I told 
Mr, Elath that the least we could do was to express our horror. 

- I was sorry to learn this morning from Her Majesty's Minister 
at Budapest that in & ry too, action was being taken against 
the Jews. Wr. Elath said that as regards the Prague trials the 
ore ee Government had tried to find some other explanation than 
‘anti-semitism and indesd it apwared reasonable to explain what 
had happened by the need to d scapegoats on which to pin the 

CC of the regime. In view of the action against the 
doctors in the Soviet Union and of the latest developments in 
ungary, however, it was impossible not to believe that the 
Olicy of anti-semitism was being deliberately followed by the 
Kremlin and imposed upon the satellites. The Ambassador asked 
whether I agreed and to what lengths I thought the Krehlin 
would carry such a policy. JI replied that I thought the 
| nt had produced a convincing explanation of the Prague 
triels but I had not yet been able to form a clear view of the 
wider question, I would be glad to show the Ambassador in 
 gonfidence the Department's analysis of the significance of 
the latest developments. 


&. fhe main purpose of Mr. Elath's visit was to renew 
the representations on the subject ef the delivery of jet air- 
| -o the Arab States. He assured me that it had bean no 
art of his Government's intentions to embarrass Her Majesty's 
evernment by public expressions of their view. 1t he wished 
to conyince me of the intensity of feeling in his country on 
this subject. Israel had given proof of her éesire to enter 
 4nto friendly discussions with her neighbours to see whether 
they could not each a settlement which would be in the interest 
mot only of the parties directly eoncerned but of the world in 
general. The Arabs had rejected this offer and were threatening 
Isresl. Public opinion in Israel was therefore deeply disturbed, 
Her territory was too small for her to have such confidence in 
the Tripartite Declaration of 1950. 


Saae I toldthe Ambassador that I did not believe that the 
Arab States intended to attack Israel. In the case of Jordan 

| i they seemed to think that Israel might attack them, 
I was sure that Iraq, to whom we were under Treaty obligations, 
would not attack Israel. However that might be, Her Majesty's 
Government had carefully considered all the factors in the sase 
and they could not go back on the decision which they had taken 
some time ago. It was not practicable to impose @ numerical 
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ratio as between deliveries to ITeareael and deliveries to the 
Arab States, The actual numbers of jet alroraft involved were, 
however, quite small and the Israel Government would do well 
not to exaggerate their significance. I reminded the Ambassadar 
that it might be possible to supply Israel with rather more 
than the original fourteen sireraft and to provide additional 
training facilities. 1! emphasised that the present releases 
did not constitute any commitment or precedent for the future, 
tho I could not promise that 4 few more jet aircraft might 
not be available for Beypt should tis prove desirable in the 
course of our negotiations with that country. In conclusion 

I handed Mr. Elath an aide-memoire which I asked him to regard 
not as a written reply - indeed I had decided that I could not 
correspond with him any further on this matter - but as 
resuming and confirming ay remarks to him, The Ambassador 
took this communication in good part but begged me repeatedly 

to believe that his country was genuinely and deeply distressed 
by our deliveries of arms to the Arab countries. 


4, My, Elath asked whether I was hopeful of an agreement 
with the Egyptian Covernment and reminded me of Israel's close 
interest in pon arrangement for collective defence which might 
result. I said that we were in some difficulty over the question 
of the Southern Sudan which was of great importance but I hoped 
nevertheless that we would achieve general agreement. The 
prospects were more hopeful. In that, partly as a result of 

wr. Byroade’s visit, there was now close alighment between our 
views and the United States in regard to defence. There would 

be a moment at which we would wish to approach other Arab States 
and when this came I would certainly bear Israel's {interest in 
mind. The Ambassador asked when the results of the visit of 

the British Militery Mission to Israel would be known. iJ said 
that I understood that the Mission's report was being studied 

py the Chiefs of Staff at the moment. I would see whether 

action could be speeded up. 


5. Finally Mr. Elath mentioned the fact that the German- 
srael Reparations Agrsement hed not been ratified by the 
sral bli , ¢ had entire confidence in 
Dr. mansner © got faith we the failure to duplenent ane 
| : s mo gabe a ticular en 
et tt preiud ce rrasing, Pettorts to find the necessary 
cash to pay the Shell Company for imports of oil, and the 
eurrent budget was based on the assumption that some money 
would be available under the Reparations Agreement. The 
Israeli Government were 2180 worried by the recent American 
Gallup Poli which suggested that there was & good deal of anti- 
Semit in Western Germany. ‘The situation was now being 
exploited in Isreel by the Communists and the extreme Right 
and the new Israeli Government was stronger than their 
predecessors they were nevertheless apprehensive. The Ambassador 
's Government, to whose good offices 
rations Agreement had in sol large 
could see their way to expressing to the 
eral Chancellor the hope that the ratification would not 
further delayed. I undertook to consult Sir I. Kirkpatrick. 


I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's 
Representatives at Amman, Bagdad, Beirut, Budapest, Cairo, 
Damasous, Jedda, Moscow, Prague, Washington, The United 
Kingdom High Commissioner at Wahnerheid and to the Head of 
the British Middle East office at Fayid. 


I am, ete. 


ANTHONY EDEN. 
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Memo No, 50/53. 


b th Janus Vs 1953< 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
GCANBEREKA. 


Subject: Palestine (West Bank) Arabea want to debate 
the Rhodes Armistice Agreement. 3 


A motion to debate the Israel—Jordan Armistice 
Agreement signed at Rhodes was submitted to the Jordan 
Parliament on January Ist, 1953 by the 18-member Arab 
Palestine opposition bloc. 


2. This is the third time in a year that this 
bloe has exubmitted such a motion. It is to be discussed 
on January Sth, 


3« Previously the Opposition members of the 
Jordan Parliament charged those Cabinet members who were 
in office in 1949, when the agreement was signed, with 
responsibility for signing this “unauthorised, shameful 
and black document." They demanded that these 

Sabinet members be tried publicly as traitors. The 
Government at that time stated that circumstances 
“beyond its control" forced it to sign the agreement. 


0.0. Pub maz 
Australian Minister. 
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ARAB INFILTRATION 
LISTED BY ISRAELIS 
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| Figures for 12-Month Period 
|| Given to Bolster Complaint 


of Official Toleration 


ea 


Sette [eo Tat hoe Jou Tem 
| TEL AVIV, Israel, Jan, 1—Sixt+- 
hine loraelis were killed, seventy. 
even. wounded and thirty-six kid- 
|happed, while 34 Arabs were killed 
and 227 wounded, during raids into 
Israeli territory by Arab infiltra- 
during the twelve months 
from Dec. 1, 1851, to Nov. 30, 1952, 
an official Israeti source disclo sed 
today. 
The figures were released to sub- 
atantiate Israel's complaint that 
the Arabs were cont! Huing hostill. 
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i. 


Ues OF all means short of engage-| 


lank of anmies—not only by diple- 
matic, propagandistic and economic 
Pressure but aleo by gucrrilla ware 
sare and by deliberate toleration 


of the activities of smugglers and | 


bandits 

The record showed that Israeli 
Army and settlement euards had 
captured 2.595 Arab infiltrators in- 
side Israeli territory during the 
twelve-month period. There were 
,318 shooting encountera between 
ithe lsraelia and civilian infiltra- 
tora, and cighty-three shooting en- 
counters between the Israelis and 
Arab soldiers—an over-all average 
of more than one daily. 

Israeli authorttles are particu- 
larly concerned over some incidents 
deep in Israeli territory, with 
Single Arabs or bands who appear 
to have been sent out by Arab 
armics or fanatical Arab organi- 
Fations to perpetrate sabotaze or 
|father information. In one of these 
incidents, which are not always 
publicized, papers were found on 
a dead Arab Legion soldier asking 
those concerned to assist him in 
Fathering intelligence, according 
to the Israelis. 
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Governments Held Responsible 


But the Israelis hold alse that 
Arab Governments—especially that 
of “Jordan fire responsible for 
tolerating if not encouraging other 
types of infiltration. The Israelis 
recorded 6,000 coses of infiltratio: 
With criminal intent, in the course 
of which 180 Israelis were Killed 
and seventy Injured between the 
armistice in ly, 1949, and April 
i, 1952 


in 
J 
Poe. 

More than half of these cases 
took place on the frontier with 
Jordan. During the twelve-month 
period ending Nov. 30 there were 
1,198 cases of theft by Arab infil- 
trators, of Which 750 originated In 
jordan, But Jordan last suminer 
rejected arrangements worked Duc 
sy the Mixed Armistice Commis- 
tion for exchanges of territory 

one the border that would prob- 
ably have reduced the incidences of 
infiltration, Villaeca that had bern 
cut off from thelr flelds of Water 
supply by arbitrary drawing of the 
urmistice line would have benefited. 

Information nbout the origin of 
the infiltrators passed on to Jordan 
by Isracli authorities has been I¢- 
nored, according to them, except in 
a few cuses where the Arab Lecion 
tg Understood hive sent Wari 


inga to village hea [ALeni. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION 
TEL AVIV 


Memo No.1469/52 19th December, 1952. 
MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


Subject: Inspection of Mount Scopus. 


I refer to memorandum No.ly62 of 1th December Lobe, 
reporting the incident which occurred between Tsrael and 
Jordan troops on Friday 12th December 1952, in the vicinity 
of Mount Scopus, Jerusalem. 


Ce On Thursday 16th December 1952, Azmi Nashashibi, Senior 
Jordan delecate to the Tordan—Isracl MAC, sent an urgent 
request to General William Riley, Chief of Staff of the U.N. 
Trice Supervisory Organization for Palestine ,now at the 
U.N.,demanding an inspection of Mount Scopuse 


36 In the request it was stated that"the Jordan public 
are shocked by the foiled attempt the Israelis made last 
friday night to smuggle arms and ammunition to the z2o0ne. 
Nothing would restore the ¢tranguility of their minds except 
a thorough search of the Zone &S Soon && possible in the 
presence of representatives of the Arab Legion? 


eur Fuhrman, 
Australian Minister. 


JCI/GEK 
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Memo No. liub2/52, 


AUSTRALIAN LEGATION 
TEL AVIV. 


15th December, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
sito ie ke Ge External 


Ssupject: Serious hostile 
December Lyth 1952, 


zereet the most vociferous 


‘Exchanges of Fire Sehina peace in the Middle Bast. 


“th “garbled and contradictory 


AnJerusalemArea: | reports in the two attached newseuttings 


al en from the "Jerusalem Post" 


| ComplaintstoMAC story by credible persons of premediated 
| Seite and thus deliberate infiltration into 


A quantity of equipment and Jordan territory by israeli armed forces 


i tiaponight!srieatercaeme Becot and the commission by those troops of 

| a the Jerusalem area by an| two serious hostile acts of agzression 
sis St wen qi pee against intercenting detachments of the 
| nounced yesterday, Arab Legion -— military action which 


After an exchange of fire with | appears to give the lie to Israel's much 
caped. ‘Tracks | ; z soe ata ae ein s 
| “micro north pee aap at peace with her Arab neighbours. 

A complaint is being lodged | 

with the IsraciJordan Mixed == 9. Last night, December 1th, 1952, I 


|| Armistice Commission. * or . 
|| _ Am Associated Press message dined privately in Jerusalem at the home 


|| from the Old City last plent oF the Minister in Israel for the 


po a] ha Dal 


-wi0d 94} jasMdojsAsp soa Wetherlands - Jonkheer van Karnebeek. 


YENI Hypupse af 7} pus wyspxo + res 4 : +35 j 

Upset ag ee ab pla Other guests included che British 

| aug soyzzunoe Sore UE “pest Ambacsador, Sir Francis Evans, and the 

uF oey2u 0] AQuapuAy PUNE ory British Consul—General, lir. H. Gybbon-— 

ar eee Grea Ea eee | Monypenny, who, in the capacity mentioned, 

}aqy je suopipees Bajaj s0yeuo is accredited to the twin Cities of 

pod nie pind Sat i eat Set Jerusalem -— Jordan and Israel. Monypenny 

beets gandse wastes ar oe lives on the Jordan side of the Arab 
Ping of enurues yenyg || lines where his principal activities lie, 

Gur host, van Karnebeek, is currently 


Netherlands Minister in Israel and 


Ty ! : i i Pa i & hea id 
Jecember 15th, 1952, Consul-—General for the Netherlands in 
: the Old City of Jerusalem (Jordan). 
- Jonvyoenmny and van Karnebeek pb ably 
Ramallah Version Of Monypenns oe 3 = a : Bree rd 
MS Shoot; know more of what goes on between the 
apes a ooting | Jews and Arabs in the Jerusalem sone 
© Israel Army spokesman | : any other diplomatic or consular 
has denied any knowledge of a than ae Ka any ee pes el O as the 
‘Radio Ramailsh allegation last representative in israel. Byala coon 
nighr ct a idole force made British Consul-—Gene ral's Drine.s ral jobs 
an attack on Friday night on ee , hy 
Asahi agite taatisnaece ia te is to watch aff aire in connec tion with 
,| Sbeilch Jarrah quarter of Jeru- any aiid tary. sctivity on or near Moun 
: eee ase carte oe aes Scopus. His. private residence is 
can our cara bringing arms eg 4. “es . = 7 
down from 31f, Scopus tried to situated a little aS than half a mile 
Break through the Arad district or so from the summit of Scopus. 
on their Sei a the Jewlsh 
gection of Jerusalem, * - SS Ese : 
A two-hour fight ts anid to 3. When I arrived at the van Karnebeek 
Bove taken place, with the Arabs home for dinner, my host and the British 
| na A eee a Ambassador and Monypenny were in deep 
| ‘The broadcast implied that! and serious conversation, which, anparen-= 
attempts were helng mode by | 
the Jaraecl] Army to return arms 
from the demilitarired zone of 
Mt. Scopus for fear ef H.N. 
inepoction. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV. 


Memo No.1h22/52. 
Decanber 4th,1952 


The Secretary ;, 
Departme nt -of | 


Subject: The Jerusalem Front. 


An Army spokesman of the Israel Army announced 
on December hth that 7 infiltrators were killed and 
h6 captured on the Jerusalem Front for the week ending 
December 2nd, 1952. 


ae sun raen 
Australian Minister. 


OCWF/MH. 
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f fEf3 AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
TEL AVIV. 


Memo No.135h/52 | | 27th November, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Israel/Jordan relations: Frontier clashes 
in the Jerusalem area; infiltration. 


The Jerusalem area continues to be very uneasy, and, 
during the past week there have been many frontier clashes, 
a lot of firing by both sides, Israeli and Arab Legion 
troops, and many cases of infiltration. I can do no better, 
in order to emphasize the seriousness of the situation, than 
to attach excerpts from today's paper which are typical of 
daily reports which appear in the press, For the past six 
to nine months, tension in the Jerusalem area has been 
mounting steadily and the situation there is clearly 
deteriorating. 


Aatralien Minister. 
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Infiltrator Was On 
Active Service 


An armed infiltrator in the 
Service “of the Jordan army, 
wes killed last week, when a 
erwap of armed marauders was 
ambushed by a Police patrol 
near Tulkarm, An Army apokes- | 
Man said that the following 
document, written in Arable. 
Was found on the body of the 
Arab: 

“to. Whom if may concern, the 
Kelder of this = iin Mah- 
moud Zulelmean, «f Meblos, is cn) 
gctive service. I request that be 
theal4 cot be bladered in going 
bis duty. This lempeorary doco-| 
men; should be conidered proc!) 
of his service. It is valld ti) the) 
end of Novremebr 1537. } 
(Signed) Secend Liatensnt( the! 
name is unreadable) en behalf of 


the Intelligence Officer of the 
Weatern Ares.” 


The acting head of the Is- 
rac] delegation of the Israel- 
Jordan Mixed Armistice Com- 
mission has sent a complaint 
to the Chairman of the Com- 
mission, General de Ridder, and 
has demanded an immediate 
emergency mecting. 

In his letter to the Chatr- 
man. he emphasized that this 
incident could be taken as proof 
that armed bands Were being 
sent by the Jordan Army to 
carry out hostile acta agninst 
Isratl He considered this a 
most srricus infringement of 
all existing agreemen between 
the two countrics. 

General de Ridder announced 
that he has agreed to convenc 
an emergency mecting of the 
Cormm|{ssion. 


G Infiltrators Slain, 
2 Hurt, 20 Captured 


Six infiltrators were killed, 
two wounded and 20 captured 
from November 17 to = by 


| Defence Feorees and Poller, an 
| Army spokesman announced 


yesterday. 


| 3 CAUGHT IN HILLS 


RAMLE, Wednesday (ITI). — 


(Three marauders were caught 


near a scttlement in the Judean 
Hills jast night. Four goats were 
stolen in a southern settlement 
by marauders whose traces led 
to the border. 


SETTLER WOUNDED 
REHOVOT, Wednesday, — A 
settler was seriously wounded by 
bullets fired at him by marau- 
ders jast night In the Judacan 
Hills. 

Yekutlel Hederman, 44, and 
his companion who were on 
ruard together came suddenly 
under w hell of bullets directed 
from a nearby ditch. Hederman 
was hit but his companion found 
cover and reportedly saw five 
men with Arab headgear making 
off townrds the border, Heder- 

lman was immediately taken to 
the Asaf Harofe Hospital in a 
‘serious condition. 


Settler Dies of Wounds; 
Marauder Killed in Hills 


REHOVOT, Thursday: — Mr. 
Teltutio] Hederman, who was 
shot by marauders In a scttle- 
ment jn the Judean Hills last 
night, died of his wounds in oe 
hospltal today. Mtr, Hedorman, 
who arrived in Israel from 
Ceechoslovakia three years Og, 
inves a Wife and child. 

A marnauder was ahot dead by 
guarda in one of the Judean 
Hille settlement last night Three 
of the gang of four escaped after 
they were apprehended entering 
the barn situated in the centre 
ef the settlement. The body af 
the fourth, dressed In a British 
Royal Alr Force coat, was found 
at dawn. 


—— 


‘Arab Fire Pins Down 
Police in Jerusalem 


Arab Legionnaires opened fire 
with rifes and light machine 
guné on # group of Israc) police- 
men in Jerusalem yesterday 
morning. The police had been In- 
lwestigating tracks in mo-man's- 
\Jand made by infiltrators, who 

| after clashing with police cartier 
in the morning, had retreated 
across the border. 

| The unarmed police took cover 
in a gulley when the Legion- 
nalres opened fire. Repeated ef- 
forts to extricate them were un- 
successful. The shooting con-= 
tinued for miore than an hour, 
and only after intervention by 
ULN. officials did the Arab scl- 
jdiers cense fire. The police suf- 
fered no casualties, (ItimJ 


TEN YEARS’ JAIL 

FOR INFILTRATING 
NAZARETH, Tucsday.—Found 
guilty of illegally entering the 
country from Jordan and catry- 
ing arms, two armed infiltra- 
tora were sentenced to 10 years 
in prison by a three-man mil- 
itary court here today. 

The third accused, 16-yeara 
old, Was sentenced to five years 
because of his youth, Rav-Seren 
Moshe March presided over the 
Court, and Mr. BE. Gross was 
appointed to defend the accused, 
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In reply qonte No... Af1/6£3 


AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV, 


Memo No.1362/52 = fl YF 28th November, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: A Jordan complaint about river waters 
being diverted by Israel. 


In Mareh 1951, Britain, the U.S.A. and France guaranteed 
the territorial integrity of Jordan. Recently, Jordan 
complained to thdse Powers that Israel had established a plant 
south of the junction of the Jordan and Yarmouk Rivers and 
that this plant drew off waters which were regarded by 
Jordan as essential for her irrigation planse 


2s T understand that Britain has said that she will 
consider Jordan's complaint sympathetically. 
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-’ Ajystralian Minister. 
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Stys Irrigation Project 
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Memo No, 1427/52. 
MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 3 
Department ocfExternal Affairs, 
CANBERRA, _ 


December 5th, 1952. 


Subject: The political significance of the Huleh scheme 
and associated Jordan Diversion proposals. _ 


One of the main features of the tour arranged for 
Messre, Bast and Brown was a visit to the Huleh drainags 
scheme, which, it will be realised, was the cause of con 
flict last year between Syria and Israel. 


Briefly the scheme consists of the deeping of the 
bed of ths Jordan from where it leaves Leake Huleh to a 
point approximately three kilometres south of the Lake, 
The deepening has been done, by blasting the bed of the 
Jormian and scooping up the loosened earth sand rock with 
drag-line ofcavators, Two-thirds of the work has now been 
conpleted, The engineer in charge stated that it would now 
be finished were it not for the fact that the Government 
ordered that eqcavators should only operate from the Israel 
side and not simultaneously from the Syrian bank, as they 
did until last year's dispute arose. 


When the Jordam bed has been deepened, the water in 
Lake Huleh and part of the water in the swamps to the north 
will flow away down the Jordan. To complete the drainage 
of these swamps, two very large channels in the shape of a 
ty" with their apex in the bed of the Jordan will be duge 
The contract for this work has already been let to an 
American firm, The channels dug will form a permanent 
feature of the north Jorian valley, since they will provide 
suitable drainage channels for possible flood waters in 
future years. 


I have mentioned in memoranium Noel416 of December 4th, 
1952 that it is proposed to divert the Dan, the main tributary 
of thes Upper Jordan, through a chanel ani pipe lines to 
the South of the@ountry. The channel, will in ite initial 
stages, run along tie western escarpment of the Huleh valley 
umer gravitation. From the channel and at right angls6s 
to it actross the valley it is planned to lay pipes for 
the irrigation of the whole valley, ineluding the reclaimed 
awamp anc lak lame Irrigation will be by porinkler as 
ig customary in Israel. Although this method is more 
costly than by open channel, it does represent a more 
efficient utilization of water resources, since there is no 
loss from seepage and evaporation, 


It is difficult to see on what grounds the Syrians 

heve opposed the drainage project. It would not appear 

to affect their economy in any WGye While the Syrians have 
maintained that certain of their villagers will be deprived 

of livelihood by fishing if the lake is drained, this 

ceares the fact that the Palestine Mandatory Government, 
granted in the 1930's, a concession to the Jewish Agency to 

wain the Leke. It would appear that Syria & main objection 
is to the removal of 4 defensive barrier between it and Israel. 


auodtae 





December 5th,1952. 


The proposed diversion of the Dan described above, 
while not affecting Syria, may give rise to oppos ition in 
Joman since the Dan is the main tributary of the Jardan, 

The Yeraelis maintain that sime the Dan has its sourcok 

in Terael, it is a purely Israel stréam anc as such, they 
ean do with it what they like, While the Sea of Galilee 
Lake Tiberias) is the main regulator of the flow of the lower 
erdan, it is conceivable that the diversion of the Dan might 
so lower the level of the Sea of Galilee, that the flow of 
water in the lower Jordan might be materially reduced, thus 
affecting the livelihood of the Arab peasents in the lower 
Jordan valiey. Therefore, it is likely that unless some 
agreement is reached concerning the disposal of the Ja@dan 
waters, Jordan wiil object to the diversion of the Dan, 


Ultimately, Israel envisages that no fresh water will 
flow down the Jordan to the Dead Sea and that in ite place 
will be substituted sea water pumped from the Mediterranean, 
near Haifa, The difference in elevation is 390 metres 
(1,267 feet), and this aifference can be utilized for the 
generation of 1,500 million kilowatt hours of electricity - 
per annul, Obviously, this project could not be implemented 
until agreement had been reached with Jordan concerning the 
distribution of the electricity generated, 


a 


7.0. Ingram 


Secretary. 
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In reply quote Now... ——— 
AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
TEL AVIV. 


Memo No. 1296/52. 9 DEG 1952 2ist November, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External 
CANBERRA, 


Subject: The Israel/Jordan Tronvie at Jerusalem. 
During the week ending Nevember <Oth, 1952, 


one infiltrator was killed and thirteen were wounded 


by Israeli Army detachments patrolling the Israel frontier 


in the vicinity of Jerusalem. 
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Australian Minister. 
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\ JORDAN WATERS DISPUTE) 
rr 

AMMAN PROTEST AT NEW 

ISRAELI PROJECI 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
AMMAN, Nov. 26 

The Jordan Foreign Ministry has sent to 
Britain, France. and the U nited States memo- 
randa protesting against a new Israeli. project 
for pumping large quantities of water trom 
Jordan river. six miles south of the Yarmuk- 
Jordan junction. 

In its memoranda the Foreign Ministry 
states: “ The execution of that project will 
cause great harm to the Jordanian lands at 
present irrigated from the River Jordan, and 
will hamper irrigation projects provided for 
the settlement of Arab refugees. That project 
is therefore considered a violation against the 
interests of the Kingdom of Jordan because it 
will deprive many citizens and thousands ol 
refugees of their livelihood, and 1s a violation 
of Jordan's rights in using the water of a river 
which runs through lands $24 per cent. of 
which are under her control.” 

The Foreign Ministry ended its memoranda 
by saying: | We assure you that the con- 
tinued Isracli violation of the truce and her 
intentions to hamper Jordan’s interests and 
natural rights have reached a stage which 
threatens peace In the Middle East. We call 
on you to use Your =fuence to stop the fulfil- 
ment of that project and ay oid ois 
consequences.” 


National Archives of:-Australia NAA: A1838. 175/14/29 PART 2? 
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In reply No. 
reply quote No. 1/1 /2/8 AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
TEL AVIV. 


Memo No.1202/52. 6th November,1952, 
MEMORANDUM Tor; 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Israel/Jordan relations - a serious frontier 
clash. _ 


Aber ious frontier clash between an Israel Army 
detac nt and a patrol of the Jordan National Guard 
occurred on November 4th; 1952 near Ramallah = horth or 
Jerusalem. The Jordan authorities assert that Israel 
troops attacked a small village in the area mentioned 
and were engaged by the National Guard. An exchange of 
fire over two hours followed - in the course or which 
there were several Israel casualties. 


Ze Several similar clashes occurred last month, October, 
jin the same region and Israel casualties on those occasions 
were said to be “heavy". 


Se oe 
Nai aioe’ 
5 Ca Fula 


Australian Minister. 
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REVIEW OF OPINION IN YES 


November 19th, 1952. 


T2RDAY’S PRESS 


Latest Arab Threats Reach 
Record in Cynicism—Daver 


The !nternal tension in Jordan 
toed ruling cirelea thera 

‘ie refuge In such time-bon- 
sured dlvarsions ss the “com- 
mon danger” (ie. the danger 
of Isracl and Zionism) 
whieh the Arab counirca Onve 
to unite — mys “Davar’ (Hls- 
todruti, 


ie 

fe 
Ti 
| 


ORaiINE. 


Commenting on the meeting 
of the armistice commissions 
from the various Arab “s 
and the speceh of the Jordan 
Sfinister for Defence on that oc- 
casion, the paper calls it a new 
record ef cynicism. Tho Jewa 
have attacked the Arabs, tho 
Jews are violating the Rhodes 
gerocments, declared Mr, Nucei~ 
beh. What then js the reason for 
the secret session of the con- 
forenes and the common visit 
‘o the border area? In it thelr 
nttentlion to examine new pos- 
sibilities for attack? Or do they 
perhapa Wish to get first-hand 
knowledge about those “traltar- 
ious elements” a4 which 
Radio Ramallah yesterday warr- 
ed the population? The Isracl 
Forelen Ministry spokesman wna 
guite correc? in calling the pre- 
sent crisis an Internal Jordan 


hs ee Pp 


ee 


leet 
al Be 


a) 


| could 


a i 


Wifti oO 
they 


affalr, bug if they in- 
volve us in thelr ailaira, 
will find us ready, ond 
will not be the sligntesat dowd’ 
in the world as to who really 
wots peace and who Is the ag- 
pressor, 


Historic Opporiuniiy 

“Koeut™ on the oiier hand 
SYS tint the crisis la r6 .n ternal | 
effalr of Jordan, and that if 1 
the duty of a prudent foreign 
policy to Interfere in such a way 
that there will be mo necersity 
for using foree in dolng histor.c 
justice, Onte again an historic 
opportunity has come, will if 
epain be missed, — asks the 

aper. 

"Heamodin” (Agudsat Israci} 
enya that it is teo ently to pro- 
phesy whether the present re- 
volt of the FPalestininn Arabs 
will lead towards secession and 
the establishment ef a new Arad 
state. Any political or military 
change In that respect directly 
affects Israel and we should not} 
be tnken unnwarecs, 

*Hatzofe" (Hapocl Hamisrahl) 
deals with the electricity crisis 
in Jerusalem and says that the 
citizen cannot know about, and 
is little interested in, the fela- 
tions between the Jerusiicm 
company and the Govrernment, 
but he renlizes that there is lit- 
te In common between the op- 
timistic accounts af given by 
official spokesmen, and a 

| 


jae t bee 
a bab 


| 


“Omer" (Histadrut) says that 
the Government should put on 
end to the strike at the Shim- 
shon plant at Hartuy: the work- 
ers are merely demanding that 
they shovwld be pald for thelr| 
work in the past, and it shouid 
be explained to the owners of 
the plant that “free enterprise” 

no synonym for biackmall 
At the preeent moment “Shim- | 
hon” is of particular bmport-| 
fneo In view cof the fact that he | 
suppiy electric current 
to the capital. \ 
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Memo No. 1156/52. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 


ALISTRALIAN LEGATION 


TEL a! ty 


Lc WUY 1SDZ 


30th October, 1952. 


_ AN BERD A 


Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: 


ISRAEL TAKES DOWN 
WUT ON MT. SCOPUS 


TEL AVIV, Wednesday. —A hut 
erected by Israel on Mt. Scopus 
was taken down this week, it 
was learned here today. The 
question of this hut had been 
raised in passing by the diplo- 

representatives of the 
U.S, Britain and France in a 
number of routine calls at the 
Je Ministry in recent 


Wee xs. 

Israel finally sgreed to re- 
move the structure in order to 
prevent a dispute, but Isracl 
reserved its rights to put up 


‘such structures In the Scopus. 


‘aren. This reservation was ac- 


The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man tonight denied Arab re- 
ports of “strong protests” hav- 
ing been lodged on this matter 
by the threo Western Powers 
which had last year guaranteed 
the present borders between 
Israel and the Arab States. 


on a map attached to the 
Upon that map, 
in thick pencil - the marking 
an inch wide on a scale map 1 
produced and marked on 
expedient - the pencilled line 
opposing troops 


1945. 


positions of the 


"cease Fire" began to operate. 
and both sides were aware or 
if an Armistice followed the 


anything else 
also knew that, 


respective positions of the 
in with pin-point accuracye 
was followed 
sas signed at Rhodes on April 3rd, 1949, to 


"Cease-Fire" 


Mount Scopus - a serious incident settled. 


The action reported in the attached 
newseutting as having been taken by the 
Israel authorities, puts an end, 
temporarily at all events, to a seven- 
months period of tension on Mount Scopus 
where, in April last and in defiance of 
objections by the Jordan Government, 
Tsrael troops erected a hut, dug some 
near-by trenches and mined the forward 
approaches to the hut. 


2. The background to this long drawn-out 
local squabble between Israel and Jordan 
is that, in April 1952, a detachment of 
Israeli troops began the erection of a 
hut on a site close to the main road 
leading up to the demilitarized zone on 
Mount Scopus where the Hadassah Hospital 
and Hebrew University are situated. The 
Jordanians protested at the time to the 
Mixed Armistice Commission, and said, 


inter alia, that this structure was some 


metres over the frontier line and on 

Jordan territory. The +sraelis on their 
part, denied this, and, to prove their 
contention that the building was on land 
inside the Israel frontier, they fell back 
Cease-fire" Agreement of November 50th, 
the frontier was a hastily drawn Line 
being a line about 3/l6ths of 
November 30th, 1946, was a4 war-time 

being merely the "stand-fast" 

at the moment when the 

was never intended to be 

that fact; they 
'cease-Fire", the 
opposing troops would be marked 

It is now history that this 

and an Agreement 

ahich were attached, 


It 


by an Armistice 


as Annex I, a series of maps including one of the Jerusalem/ 


Mount Scopus area. 


Those maps, especially the one under 


discussion, were 1:15,000 survey maps upon which the Israel/ 


Jordan frontier was delineated, by 
after a United Nations survey and 
agreed by the signatories 
liee precise and accurately defined frontier, 


a fine line in ink drawn 
after the frontier had been 
This map, with 


to the Agreement. , 
showed unmistakabl; 


that the hut erected by the Israelis was on Jordan soil. 


F 





ee 
De : To reyertto the erection of the hut. This 
structure waa to be used by the Jews as a frontier strong 
post, and despite Jordanian objections the Israelis went 
ahead with its construction and fortified it to the 
extent that forward and support-line trenches, with sand=bag 
revetments, were built in front of and to the rear of the 
building; the trenches were joined by a concrete covered 
communication trench, and the area in the vicinity of the 
hut was mined. On several occasions, in the early stages 
ef the construction of this post, there were exchanges of 
fire between Israeli and Arab Legion troops. The Jordanians 
were unceasing in their complaints to the Mixed Armistice 
Commission but the work went one The Jordanians threatened 
to stop the fortnightly convoy to the Hebrew University. 
Tension heightened considerably. Then the intervention of 
the Imited Nations Chief-of-Stafr, General William E. Riley, 
was sought. Riley appealed to the Israeli army authories 
with little success. He was, apparently, diffident apout 
using his suthority and ordering the stoppage of the work 
and evacuation of the position. Riley then mentioned ‘the 
matter to the Heads of the United Kingdom, United States and 
French Missions in Israel. This was in July last. Riley 
proved conclusively to those Heads of Missions that the 
building was a few metres over the frontier line and that it 
was, in fact, on Jordan territorye The Heads of the 
Missions mentioned conferred, and it was agreed that, 
independently, they should approach the Israel Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and suggest that the Jordanian objection to 
the hut was well-founded, and that, to case the situation, 
which was daily becoming more acute and dangerous, the 
Tsreaelis should dmolish the structure, de-mine the area and 
fill in the trenches. Finally, after much demur, the 
Israelis agreed and did what was requested of them. They 
entered a reservation, however, that they retained the right 
to erect such structures in the Mount Scopus area. 


he This incident was sheer bluff on the Israelis part - 
en all fours with the incident at Kilometer 84 on the 
Beersheba/Slath road in 1951 when 3+ was -found and proved by 
the Jordanians that Israel had, on that occasion, built part 
of a road on territory; which, according to the map attached 
+o the Armistice Agreement, Was indisputably in Jordan. it 
will be recalled, on eonnection with this particular incident, 
that Israel had to cede some five kilometers of roadway to 
Jordans 
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0.c.W.e Fuhrman 
Australian Minister. 
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(COPY) Australian Legation, 
Califo. 


13/5/1 26th October, 1952. 
Map No, 905/52 


RANDUN for :- 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA, A.C, T. 


Missions from other Arab States to Congratulate 
President Shamoun 


1. Reference is made to the Legation’s memoranda 

Wos. 784, 813, 619, and 869 regarding the Missions sent by other 
Arab States to the Lebanon to congratulate President Shamoun 
upon his slection and the visit to be paid by the Premier of 

the Lebanon to Syria. 


2. On 19th October, 1952 the Lebanese Mission to 
return the visit of Golonel Shishakly left Beirut for Damascus. 
It was led by the Premier and included the Foreign Minister. 


3. The visit of Jordan's Mission to the Lebanon was 
returned by a further Mission which left Beirut on 25th October, 
1952. This Mission also was led by the Premier and included 
the Foreign Minister as well as the Commander—in-Chicf of the 
Armed Forces and the befence Minister. 


he The Iraqi Mission to President Sharoun arrived in 
Beirut on 16th Uctober and remained there for one week. he 
Mission was ied by the Acting Foreign Minister of Iraq - During 
the Mission's stay in Beirut the Iraqi Minister there told the 
Press that political and economic ties between the two countries 
had been strengthened as a result of the visit. 


Se These Missions to and from Seirut have provided 
opportunities for leading Arab S\.atesmen to exchance views on 
important Arad topics, smong which economic and defence issues 
obyiously rank high. They have apparently given birth to an 

idea in the minds of the Lepanese Authorities that ajl Arab 

States should be invited to a conference in Beirut in November 

¢o consider all important Arab questions. Rumours regarding such 
a conference have been published by the Beirut Press. 


Gs It has been reported here that the Kebensse Minister 
of Economy (Georges Hakim of United Wations fam ) discussed on 22nd 
October, 1952 the sonclusion of am economic agreement with Syria. 
These discussions were conducted with commercial interests drawn 
from Beirut, Tripoli and Sidon. fhe Newspapers state that full- 
scile official talks salons the same lines will be commenced shortly 
with the object of concluding 4 treaty to restore economic union 


Alen Renouf 
Secretary 


mai ional Archives of Australia 








Page 135 


LEGATION. 


AUSTRALIAN 


zs 
2 
: 
5: 
= 





pt besa 
rT er 


P.O. Box 2735 


$.13/3/1. 
Memo.No. ssf 


15th October, 1952 


MEMORANDUM for - 
| The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 


Visit of the Jordan Mission of Honour to the 
Lebanon. time: 


le On 7th October, 195¢ a Mission from Jordan to 
salute President Shamoun upon his election arrived in Beirut. 
This Mission was headed by the Deputy Premier of Jordan, 

Said El Mufti, and included the Chisf of the Royal Cabinet, 
the Minister of Finance, the Governor of Amman and the Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Arab Legion. 


2. At a luncheon given by the Fresident on the same 
day the leader of the Mission said that Arab peoples were 
heping for a new Lebanese prosperity. These peoples were 
passing through a very delicate phase ana they were thus 
seeking movements which would lead to the elimination of 
stagnation, the revitalization of their civilization and 
parthership in the Quest for world peace. He praised the 
Lebanon as a source of intellectual stimulus throughout the 
Arab world and a cradle of that world's aspirations and 
progress. 


Gqd. A. P. RENOUF 


(Alan Renouf), 
Secretary. 
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AUSTRALIAN. LEGATION. 


1/1/2/8 


40th Septen 


Memo No. 1045/52. 


MEMORANDUM Tor: 


Et 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA.’ 


Subject: Border Incidents 


I refer to my memorandum no. 10356 reporting 
that two border incidents had recently arisen between 
Isrsel and Jordan. The meeting of the Mixed Armistice 
Commission to investigate these disputes has now taken 
place and it is reported in the Israel press that the 
Chairman of the Commission, General Bennet de Ridder, 
has emphasised the seriousness of the incidents and 
termed them a serious violation of the Armistice 
Agreement. The Jordan delegate, while refusing to 
accept the Mixed Armistice Commission's verdict of 
Jordan's guilt, expressed his "“regret'that 4n Tsrasl 
Army member of the Mixed Armistice Commission was 
wounded in the light of duty.” 


JG. ingram 
Third Secretary. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
TEL AVIV, 


nd October, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM Tor: 


The secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Revival of Mount Scopus Committee. 


The Old City daily, A-diffa, reports that General 
William Riley has urged the Jordan Government to make 
possible the revival of the special committee provided 
for by Article 8 of the Israel-—Jordan Armistice Agreement. 
This Article is designed to ensure free movement of traffic 
on the Bethlehem, Latroon roads, the resumption of normal 
activity oh Mount Scopus and free access thereto. The 
Committee has not met during the past two years. 


2s It would appear that Jordan had complained to 
General Riley that the Jews were fortifying their buildings 
on Mount Scopus, and General Riley had suggested that the 
best remedy for this alleged fortification would be the 
implementation of the provisions of Article 8 of the 
Agreement. 


J.C. ingram 
Third Secretarye 
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dn r<ply quote No] 1/6 43 
1/1, ji 2, R AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV, 
Memo No, 1036/52. ls 4 
peptember, 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA, 


Subject: Border Incident with Jordan. 


During the last few days two border esgsnLs 

between Israel and Jordan, rather more serious than 
usual, have occurred. The first incident involved th 
wounding of two Israel soldiers who were defending alive 
pickers in the little triangle, Their wounding, according 
to a statement issued by the Ministry of Defence, was the 
final act in a three-day incident which began when rifle 
and automatic fire was opened on the olive pickers and 
which included the lobbing of 10 3-inch mortar shells into 
the grove. The firing only ceased with the arrival of a 

Mixed Armistice Commission sub-committee of sp ae In 
the meantime Israel has lodged a protest with 7 the | fixed 


Armistice CommisSi6 “hold an 


emergency meeting. No answer hes yet been received. 


Ee ee ee 
a 


Ze A aa protest has also been lodged concerning 
the second incident which likewise involved the wounding 
of two soldiers. According to the Ministry of Defence 

the soldiers had been surveying a portion of the border 
with Jordan with the knowledge of the Jordanian authorities 
who had been informed of the proposed surveying trip two 
days previously. 


ob aan 


C J+Ce Ingram 
Third Secretar 





Wemo No, 1091/52, 


“ctobper, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA, 


Subject: Release of Political Prisoners in Jordan. 


One of the first acta of the new Jordan Cabinet, 
whose formation was announced in memorandum no, 1056 of 
2nd October, 1952, was to yield to the demands of the 
Palestinian Arab Opposition Members of Perliament to 
release all political detainees, “Falastin, an Old city of 
Jerusalem newspaper reported. 


2. Apparently an extraordinary meeting of the Cabinet 
om 5th October decided to lift all good conduct bonds 
imposed on past and present political prisoners. The number 
of such persons is estimated to number several thousand, 
most of them being Palestinian Arabs who were held in various 
prisons as suspected Communists or sympathisers of the Mufti. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV. 


10th September, 1952. 


The Secretary, Sh, Tome rp) > 
Department of External Affairs, 


A most interesting case of infiltration by Israel 
Arabs into Jordan was recently discussed in the Knesset. 
The circumstances of the case are as follows: 


Ze On 25th June, 1952, a part) of Arabs was intercepted 
by Israel soldiers while the Arabs were moving towards an 
illicit border rendezvous with relatives from across the 
armistice lines for the celebration of the Moslem feast of 

Id el Fitr. During the incident which arose, two of the 

Arabs were killed and five others wounded. 


ae The incident itself is of no particular interest 
since ones similar to it occur almost every day. However, 

in this case the Government, as announced by the Prime 
Minister in the Knesset, has agreed to pay compensation to 

the families of the deceased and those who suffered casualties, 
the reason being that an error of judgment had been committed 
by the Army. The “error of judgment is said to have arisen 
because the border patrol soldiers, who were still undergoing 
training, had been deployed in ambush instead of being placed 
between the Arab villages in Israel and the armistice line, 
the army having anticipated attempts to cross the lines during 
the feast. However, the soldiers had been ordered to caution 
Arabs by firing into the air and only then shoot at their legs 
if they disobyed the order. The Prime Minister stated that 

he was satisfied that the soldiers had obeyed the order to 
caution the Arabs, but he was also prepared to accept the 
testimony of the Arabs that they had not heard the warning. 

In the circumstances, therefore, and in view of the employment 


of the soldiers in ambush, he had accepted the recommendation 
of the committee representing the Ministries of Justice and 
Defence and the Army General Staff that compensation should 


be paid. 


lie In order to prevent future occurrences of this 
type the Foreign Affairs and Security Committee of the 
Council which had studied the case recommended that holiday 
meetings should be facilitated for the Moslems. The committee 
also suggested that the possibility should be examined of 
using police measures against persons moving overtly towards 
the armistice lines, and that shots should be fired only 4s 

a ket resort. Mre Ben Gurion rejected both suggestions. 

He said that Christians were permitted to go to Bethlehem 

sna Jerusalem because they were holy places for ths Christians 


but there was nothing particularly holy for the Moslems in 


the Arab “triangle”. They had no more claim to celebrate 
the holidays with their relatives than Jews from, say, Eg Dt, 
Syria or the Lebanon had to return to those countries to 
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Ze 


5. Regarding the second recommendation of the 
committee, the Prime Minister said that contact between 
Arabs on both sides of the armistice lines. threatened 
the security of the State and would not be tolerated. 
Since the majority of illicit meetings were for the — 
purposes of smuggling, he failed to see how in practice 
the army could differentiate between persons crossing the 
lines for family reasons and those crossing for purposes 
either for smuggling or stealing and sabotage. He 
therefore thought that the practice of first firing warning 
shots and then attacking if the shots were not heeded was 
the only possible one in the circumstances. 


a iz 
F . 
= = - 


C56. Tugeam 
Third Secretary. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANBERRA. 
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JORDAN EXCHANGES 
WITH ISRAEL 


| ARMISTICE TALKS RESUMED 
| FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
AMMAN. SEPT, 18 


After the stspenon of its meetings for a 
month and a half the Jordanian- reel mixed ; 
armistice commission held its first meeting! 
yesterday in Jerusalem. The meeting was the 

result of ne reotiations carri ied out, through] 
the medium of UI Bn d Nations Lee observers 
on matters in dispute between Jordanian and 
Isracli members a the commission. 

It was agreed, first, that the Israeli authori- 
ties Should return to Jordan the two Arab} 
lepionaries trapped and held hy them on| 
September 4 and that the Jordanian authorities 
should return to Israeli authoritie the two 
Jewish soldiers he! Id by them on June 9;| 
secondly, that meetings should he held in 
the Armenian building, near the Mandelbaum 
Gate, Jerusalem, and that entrance to the 
buikding should be made from the Jordan 
territory side; thirdly, that no firearms should 
be carried by any me bee during meetings: 
fourthly, thar the handing over of the two} 
Isr icli and two Jordanian prisoners shoul l} 

take place this morning nzar the Mandelb alum 
Gate: fifthly, that the next mecting should be 
held next W ednesday. 


| 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
‘TEL AVIV. 


22nd August, 1952. 


Memo Noe 920/ 52. 
MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External abtaste, 
CANBERRA. 


Subject: Bomier clashes - the Jerusalem front. 


During the week ending August 2lst, 195e, 
two Arab infiltrators were killed, four wounded and 
twenty-five captured on the Jerusalen front. Elsewhere along 
the Israel frontier, one Arab was killed, eight wounded 
and eleven captured over the same period. 


ge Israeli casualties in these skirmishes have not 
been made known. 


Seabee lau: Minister. 





Commenting on 47th August on . the persistent rumours 


stig st + Jn 


=¥ 4 ie 


and the possibility of those countries deing * 
State" (a reference to Syria) the 3 sia 
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M.E.L.F. Military Intelligence Review No. 232 
of August 1952 | rey 


On the Jordan frontier tension has continued and the 
israeli press has carried regular reports of the killing or capture 
Of infiltrators; however the repatition of minor incidents seems 
Oncs a@ga@in to have become accepted as a matter of routine and the 
excitement of a few months ago has died down. The Jordan Govern- 
ment has repeated its complaint to the Secretary General of the DN 
concerning General Riley's alleged partiality to Israel, As a 
result of Arab complaints about alleged Jewish fortifications on 
Mount Scopus General Riley is reported to have wired Dr. Ralph 
Bunche, who arranged the armistice in 1949, for veritication as 
to whether Israeli sand-bagged defences seen on Mount Scopus~- were 
new or had been there since before the armistice, There is a 
Suggestion that Dr. Bunche may make a visit of inspection to 
Palestine on behalf of the U.N, Security Council. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEGATION., 
TEL AVIV. 


L&th 


The Secretary, 
Department of 


ma WRI TT Lf 
Aly SUH PUA» 
——— el 


Subject: Rumours about 


The Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. David Ben 
Gurion, commented yesterday, August 17th, 195<¢, on 
persistent rumours emanating from Arab States about 
A union between Jordan and Iraq and the possibility or 
those States being "annexed" by a Third State. He 
said that any such move would be regarded by Israel as 
a breach of the Israel/Jordan Armisti Acreement. 


(0.6. #2 Fuhrman) 
Australian Minister. 





DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANBERRA. 
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Namegof Paper. 
4 Date 
Published at M2 . | 


ISRAEL-J ORI IA NW BORDER 
CLASH 


It was reported from Arab Legion head-, 
Quarters yesterday that an Israeli Patrol crossed | 
the Jordanian boundary in the Jenin district | 
and exchanged fire with 4 patrol of the nat ional 

leuard, Later the Israelis withdrew and Jef 

one soldier killed and carried with the wo 
wounded. The mixed urmMistice coms 23 
left yesterday for the scene tO investir & 
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ooo | 
| JORDAN F RONTIER CLASH Ms 
FROM OUR CU! RRESPONDES! \j 
| 
AMMAN, AUG. © | = 
Arab Legion headquarters report that al 
patrol of about 30 Israchis armed with aulo-| 
matic weapons crossed ihc Jordanian frontier | 
in the Aqaba area on Wednesday and from| 
| five miles inside Jordanian ferrilory opened| 
| Gre on local Arabs. An Arab Legion natrol| 
| revurned the fire and the Israelis withdrew) 1 
| leaving behind two enidiers & iled and some] , 
| ammunition. The Defence Ministrs states , 
that © apiain Mohamed Daoud, 4 member oF : 
| the Jordanian armistice commission, and Ls | 
| Linited Nations truce alservers nave left 

mciaent. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE LONDON "TIMES" - 


— oe SS eee —— as 


JEWISH OCCUPATION 
OF U.N. OFFICES 
OIL DRUM CONTROVERSY 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
JERUSALEM, JuLy 7 | 

General Riley, the United Nations Chief 
of Staff for the Arab-Israeli armistice, 
has gone to Tel Aviv to take up 
with the Israeli Foreign Ministry the 
occupation by armed Jewish troops of| 
'the Mixed Armistice Commission offices| 
In Jerusalem, which has now lasted for 
|} 17 days, and has created a delicate} 
situation. | 

General Riley is expected to make a firm] 
demand for the withdrawal of the Jewish 
troops from the offices, which it is held should] 
be inviolable to military forces of either side. 
The offices are on the first floor of a building] 
just inside Jewish-controlled territory near the 
Mandelbaum Gate, and are used by Genceral/ 
de Ridder, Belgian head of the Jordan-Isracl 
Mixed Armistice Commission, and French,| 
Belgian and American officers who act as| 
observers for the commission. 

On the orders of General Riley—then in 
the United States—arrangements had been 
/made to ¢xamine at noon on June 20 an oll 
drum which had been removed to the armis- 
tice commission offices from one of the Israc! 
fortnightly convoys to Hadassah hospital on 
demiluarized Mount Scopus. Just before 
noon an Israch captain with eight armed 
military police entered the offices and refused 
to allow the examination to proceed. 

The oil drum is in the lavatory which 
separates General de Ridder’s room from that 
of the military observers. The door ji 

|} secured by two padlocks, one fixed by the 

Mixed Armistice Commission officials, and 
the other by the Israelis. Outside the door 
stand two Tsracli armed police. In the 
observers’ room sit unarmed United Nations 
stall, also keeping 24-hour watch. 

General Riley’s deputies are understood to 
have protested unsuccessfully to the Israel 
Foreign Ministry, and General Riley had con- 
yersations with the Israel delegation to the 
United Nations in New York. Agreement is 
said to have been reached in’ New York on 
a basis that the Israclis remove their armed 
guards and padlock, and that the oil drum} 
remain in the custody of the Mixed Armistice 
Commission without . examination until 
General Riley should return. The Israel 
Foreign Office, however, interpreted the 
agreement to mean the withdrawal also of 
the United Nations unarmed guards. That, of 
course, would scarcely have been consistent] 
with the Mixed Armistice Commission's 
responsibility to Jordan as well as to Israel 
for the safe custody of the oil drum, 

The Jewish Press and radio have made no 
| mention of the afiair. 
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Ho. . 605/52 


MRA for: 


Ths Seoretary, 
Department of External Ari aire 


shes and Incidents | 
a) POrder's 


On July i6th, 1952, five Ierasli watchmen 
3 property being prospécted for coprer in the 
Negev, were shot and killed, The incident was referred 
to the Israel/Jorden Mixed Armistice Cormicaian by 
which a mecting was held on July 2th and presided over 
by Generel I, Bennett de Ridider, ne Israelis charged 
the Jordanians with the coumissien of the crime. The 
Joradentans, on their part, denied any ‘mowledge of the ° 
insident or complicity in the shooting of these mens 


25 The Comminsion, after examining all the 
evidence, ‘ecided that there was "no case against 


Jordan or the Arab Legion." 


3e The leracli member of the Armistice Commission 
is said to have asked General de fidder, in the course 

of the enauiry, why the evidence was insuficient to 
establish a case, and, according tc the press, de 
Ridder's reply was: 


"The investigation was hampered by the 
fact thet the bodies were missing from the 
svot. As for the blood stains, ‘here is room 
for debate ase to whether a donkey had not been 
kMilied there, and ite blood spread round in 
order to confuse the investigetiong." 


: In the course of a press interview subsequent 
to the @.A.C. meeting, on Isracl Army Spokesman, 
commenting on de Ridder's statement, said 


"iis attifm@eof mind on the cart al tne 
Chairman of the M.A.C. shows conclusively the 
We. Stati's complete subordination te the 
inseosant pressure aml propaganda a tne 
Jordanians.” “Thie is not the firet time they 
have decided in favour of Jorile:. conirmry to 
all logic end cbjective justices." “ther 
inetences ean be quoted, e.ps at © mecting 
galled to deal with the kiliine 
muard at Yelu village, the U.'\.%. ¢ 
woted with the Jordan Gcolegevion eve 
the body hud boen removed snd 
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1 beebie the week. ending July 2th, 1952 
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MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs 
CANBREAHA. 


Frontier tension in Israel 


= 


T have so many times written on border 
/ 
artment 


~ 4 
= ara 9 
oe ae 


| el * * = = = = = - 
Tsraei's frontiers that I am atraid the vepar 
eal - | # a: ' * = % a c -, o ss — * 
unduly labourine this subject. such, however, 
increasing irequency of frontier clashe 
Syrian borders has oecone 4 problem of much seriousness; indeed, oresent 


orden and Israel/ 


continuance of 


. s + C7 
m= Fie os ar, T 
nodes ATTStice 


tansion on the Israel/Jordan border 

the uneasy temporary "peace" provided 
Acreement. 

2. Scarcely a d 1 without repor' 
incidents resulting property . 


Pain. | Icrapl Soldiers las produced 4 ¢ ntinuous recor i b 
Fr \ | | tacks and killing - from the syrians rairin 
; - oy I settlement of Ein Gev on the o&a of Gali to sporadic 


Israel soldiers on the Jerusalem border and the killing 


{ j - 
ae. are lor 3 sapere Sra : a | 
fi ~ PR Ply] if eT rf a police inspector 4 Wathanys I suggest thet & map 
“| ie be studied so that an icea may be med of the extent 
yo Four Istae} soldiers were ; Rips Sa eS ee eal fa 4 A wernt 
Killed when a large contin- of the frontier a1o0le i6 I $s occur. <Ared 
yigent of Arabs ambushed a infiltrators, although | 
| | ' * » 9 4 b 
small guard cn a routine Ba Josses on their side, fev . @ permanent threat to 
trol northwest of Jerusalem <5. : tlyine districts and thos wall insid 
yesterday. AK battle fook place settl eme nus an Cru ve Wins Re ed : 7 2 aul B. ‘ets > We 1nmslLoe 
befween the Arabs and the the country ere far 1rom € 
fsrael forces that came to the 
patrol’s aid. Enemy tosses are - —s ae Oe Ne ee ee 
as yet unknown, it was |n- Js do not envil ely hold = Orit 
sounced last night. matter, well known, whoug 
An inquiry committee of mitted, 
the Jordan-Israel Mixed Ar 5.,4°¢] : = tm Awah territory. b =f. 
= deadly forays ab territory, but to g2¥ 
mistice Commission went aan, Sears © ee Se ee e os cas 
out to the site of the battle their aque, these incursions have mainly oeen if Lhe 
to aseertain whether it was of cunitive expedite I l 
dn Israeli or Jordan. Ariny = er TY eee pee ee mF 
: . rE ; occasions wen i& troops hare un 
authorities are also inveésl- “i sates - = 1% set pees i 
gating the circumstances of WLthouG poou eb oO. pason Dbreacnee wm 
the incident os well as. the 
possibility that the lines may 
have been crossed by mistike. ih x ‘2 : 4 
israel authorities nave mide serious attempts, 
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The teddy of o welder ood reo wooed —e : 
1 t of an agreement 


eq Army &@s Witt broeght t Vhax eae SoATwWoaryY Las P “ammo Tt sme ao 
Seah Hospital ta feresales yesterday, ce February last, to come 10 Sone ie nt) 
FTTM repateed. with the Jordan military comment to stoo infiltration 
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the other remscocd in bospitul filtration due to tightening wo of control in Jordan, 
INSPECTOR KILLED violence has agein become more pointed, wi despread and 
NATHANYA. Monday (ITT) general. Not the least f44squieting feavure is that this 
— Second Inspector Avraham violence : the Jordan forges, 
Levi, 29. was shof and killed) 45. Arab 
by Arab Legionnaires while 13 ee RT hE 1k ea pred 
he was patrolling the Israel inti Lorewors or ey Sere 
side of the frontier this mern- by whom the aymistice Agreements have frequently been 
pas criticised as being indifferent substitutes for firm peace 
as on io i 3 F : . i ie _ j cs = * + : - Pi 
Bae. soridert took place, © pacts, have had their opinions fully vindicated. But it 
ulge in recrimination - 


10.40. When a police party " en 
at this stage, to ind 
observers are on the spot, 


arrived six hours leler to is idle, ; 
recover his body they were esnecially since United ations : ER aa, 
sfforts have been ana are direc Wit i 
ear the Armistice bpeements. on é 


weo fired upon, but none cate 

was hurt. and since their 

| The body of Mr. Levi, who ensuring observance 

- * Jeaves » wile and three child- 

escent. wes taken to Haifa. The 

© funeral will be held at nine 
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Whoie, those observers have done a remarkably good job under extremely 
difficult Circumstances and condi td: ons, but, latterly, the parties to the 
Agreements mentioned are tendins more ane more to express contempt, by @ct 
and word, for 4) the authority af Unk ted Nations pereonnel | n.. this area And 

for United Ma td ons peace instruments. 

5. The causes of the unrest sre not far to seek. Israel has dis- 
proportionately long, and in parts snautractedtiy serpy Saag frontiers 

te the north, east and south, Which almost inevitably lead to frequent border 
infringnaents and clashes, Tt is scarcely possible for either Israel or 
Jordan to place guards along the whole length of these frontiers or to build 
another Tegart Wall on the lines ie the northern ins ntier fence erected by the 
British durin; the disturbances in 1938. In certein sveci sliy exnosed sreas 
the latter micht, however, prove eoRthinle. 


é, | Organized and Large-scale smuscling is a main incentiye to border 
Sressings. The theft of e every kind of property, fron livestock to irrigation 
pipes ar telephone wires, and lately even bread, nas becone "Big Business" 

in agighbouring Arab States, end is operated by 1 Fe and wel.]-esnipned ganes. 
But Gsugeriine eoes on in both directions, 251 spite Vigorous atteanpts at contrel 

by Israel police. It has been and is Israel's misfortune that dire food 
Siertages exist in this country, and that certain of the Arab St: etes _ Sen, to 

Some extent, bridge that cap - evan thous es those e: ngaged in smuszling risk 

death ~ witness the 11 infiltraters kilied, three wounded and Ie cartirnd 

during a single week recently: see my pacoKandien Mo. 6/52 dated June 16th, 1952. 


Te It i8 an equal drawback that gandan, in its present political and 
Social upheaval, with an absentee King and 2 discredited eeitcas eyed hungrily 
by @ thronelesgcousin from Iraq, is far too pre-occupied with pressing internal 
affairs to think about supervising the inflltration oF stepping local Frontier 
Commanders from trying out their weapons. Nevertheless, the Jordan Governnent 
must, at some time or other, pose itself the question: "How long will the 
Ierael Arey suffer this steady drain on its manpower without retaliatine?" 


a. There is room for agreement between Israel and Jordan, and it is 
not for lack of expressed desire on Israel's part that it has not yet been 
reached — althouch it must be said that tne Israelis hive always proved nost 
difficult, obstinate and over-bearine in nesotiation with the Arabs. And af 
Jordan it can truthfully be said that there was certeinly no time in Jordan's 
history when it was more desperately in need of a friendly nei ghbour than today, 
especially since every Arab neichbour is Gaéstins covetous eyes ch Jordan 


territory. 


Boundaries Leneth in Kilometres 


Israel~Lebanon 

Israel—Syria 

Israel—Hashemite Jordan Kingdom and former 
Palestinian areas now urnier its control 

israel—Eeypt and former Palestinian areas now 
under its control 


Total 


Mediterrenean Coast 
Dead Sea Coast 
Elath (Red Sea) Coast 





‘ The tension batweean Israel 


“vue, Seen discussed in Lomion, du 

Widdle East diplomatic representative 

WAS GxXpresred that progpect® for a se 

ame ati) poet romste, am that the continu 
militating Szalashoconcerted defencé plans _— 
Eeyotisn Bereeeant on- tutus probless ani of over- 
ould necessarily have to precede eny betterwent | 


10. Pres vaire, a report haa reached Isr 
Or tie Arab Leacpe, Astam Pasha, told a ¢ : 
Palestine Comaittee that there wes 

israel. The delécation, comprisl 

ds touring thie Uiddle Bast to 

aszed Gf there were any. stens 

"Ehat the Jowe have done ani are 

Tae Arabs do not think of making 


invasion." 
abl « In my opinicen, the frontier situation has’ deteriorated very badly 


Syer th= past few months and it would be over-optimistic were on@ to draw any 
bonclusions other than that a serious elash-at-aras with Jordan-would seem 


inevitable in the nasr future. Everything tends to point that way. 


| IN outic pe 2s 
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Thursday, dune 26th, 1952. 


P.M. Against Debate 
On Jordan Killings 
The Prime Minister yesterday 
opposed a discussion on the 
killing of four Israeli soldiers 
in a clash with Jordan forees 
near Jerusalem this week. “It 
would cause US grievous harm,” 

he sated 

Mrs. Esther Raziel-Naor i He- 
tut) had asked for a debate 
which Speaker Yosef Sprin- 
eak ruled out of order beenusc 
the request had not been sub- 
mitted in writing. 

There were heated exchange> 
across the Moor and Mr, Haim 
Landau (Herut) said, “This 1s 
n matter of blood und not % 
matter of administration.” 

Mr. Ben Gurion then took the 
floor and sald that if the 
Speaker would allow the mo- 
tion for debate, he ‘would op- 
pose it. "I do not think anyone 
has @ monopoly on evaluating 
Jewish blood.” he added. 

He said he would supply in- 
formation ta the Foreign Af- 
fairs and Security Committce 


8 Infiltrators Shot 


‘: 3 
Crossing Lines 
Three infiltrators were _K1- 
le and five were wounded 
yesterday after they refused 
io halt while crossing the 
lines in the Triangle area, 
an Army spokesmin Sah 

vesterday, 


SHOTS ON BORDER 
HAIFA, Wednesday While 
working on the demarcation of 
the Israel-Jordan border nlon 
the “triangle,” Shmuel Azulai 
and his team were fired on from 
the Arab side. No one was hurt 

U.N. OFFICIALS VISIT 
HELD ISHAEL SOLDIERS 

TN. officials visited two 
feracl soldiers held by the 
Arab Legion on Tuesday af- 
rernoon, an ATMmyY spohkes- 
man said yesterday. Upon 
their return, the officials saic 
the soldiers were heing well 


treated 
Armed Men In 
? 
Jlem Suburb 
A group of armed mecn, 
dressed in khaki, were ob 
served if a Jerusalem suburb 
on Tuesday night, several 
residents told police yester- 


day. 


Police and Soldiers 
Buried In Jerusalem 


The body of Second Ins 


pector Avraham Levi, who 


was killed by Arab Legion- 
naires in the “Little. Triangle” 
on Monday, was buried in 
Mit. Herzl military cemetery 
vesterday, Senior police off! 


Cials attendéd 


The funeral processiorl 
started from the Aviharil 
Military Hospital in, Jerusa- 
lem. Three vollevs were fired 
over the open grave by 
police @uard. 

Two of the soldiers Killen 
in the border ambush nea 
Jerusalem on Monday were 
also buried on Mt. Herzl yes- 
lerday. 

The bodies of the Hiro other 
eqidiers killed in ‘the Same 
ambush were sent to Haifa 
for burial at the request oO 
the families. itt 


Surveyors Fired Upon 

A group of Jewish National 
Mund surveyors was fired upon 
by Arabs in the “Little Trian- 
gle’ on Wednesday, an Army 
spokesman announced yester- 
day, No one was hurt. 

* 14 Eilled 

Fourteen marauders were 
iciiled. two wounded and 26 de- 
tained during the 16-day period 
ending yesterday, the spokes- 
man said. 


When challenged by civi- 
lians, the men drew weapons. 

Two women later reportec 
tha: household utensils were 
wtolen from their flats 
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30 INFILTRATORS 
LAST WEEK 
Mirauders were kill- 
wolinded and 16 cap- 
in the week ending Sun- 
Army Spokesman an- 
naineed resterday 





israel Soldier 
Killed on Border 


4n israel soldier was. killed 
Yesterday afternoon during 4 
twehour gun batlle with the 
Arab Lecion nésar Kalkillya, 
in the Jorden “Triangle,” an 
Army spokesman annotinced 
yesierday A sharp protest 
has been lodged with the 
Jordan Mixed Armistice Com- 
mission and bath MAC and 
UN observers are now asi the 
scene it wre sald. 

AS 3:30 yesterday atfter- 
noon, a group of Israelis; 
accompanied by UN obser- 
vers, went out to harvest 
verettables and wire fired 
upon. The body of the dead 
soldier has been recovered, 
it was sale. 

ihe ATM ¥ spokesman 
Sirested that. the vegetable: 
were growing within Isrne] 
territory as defined by the 
armistice lines fixed on March 
243, 1952 in the presence of 
the senior Jordan MAC dele- 
pase and UN officials. 

The soldiers family has 
been notified. 

The Halfe-Tel Aviv train 
reiumed to Hadera Wednes- 
day afternoon from EKakun 
when heavy shooting wis 
reported from. the direction 
of Tulkanmm It is belleved 
that the exchange of fire 
heard was actually from the 
diréction of the - Kalk iva 
Sorder further. south. Pas- 
strigers wtre ken on to Tel 
Aviv from Hadera by Eshed 
buses. 


Arabs Fire on Israel 
Officer, UN Observer 


Intensive fire was opened 
on ogan Ajui Shaul Ramati 
and a U.N. observer from an 
Arab Legion emplacement 
rucentiy near Katana village 
in the Jerusalem aren, an 
Army spokesman announced 
yerterday They were en 
route to moet a Jordan Mix- 
ed Armistice delegate and 
another U.N. observer at the 
soot where an IJsraéel soldier 
was killed last Friday. 

Sgan Aluf Ramatl and the 
UN. observer were forced to 
tun from. cover to cover to 
réach. the actual spot -where 


the. meeting wiih the Jordan 


delegation wus to take. place, 
it was sald. Only then did 
the flre stop. 

The  of-the-epot invesiiga- 
tion revealed that the Israel 
soldier had not been killed 
on the border as Jordan 


pee toiia Alen ipesians tah bets attire 


a L _ 
DE SS 


ee ee ee ee 











Sporadic Fire 
At Kalkiliya 


TEL AVIV, Thuresday.—Spo- 
radic Oring continued all day 
across Vegetable fields north 
of Ralkilfvea where on Israc! 
soldier was killed by Arab Le- 
mon fire yesterday. The MAC 
ls scheduled to convene atthe 
apert Bt nine o'clock tamorrovw 
Morning to investigate it was 
innounced Here today, 

The incident occurred ves- 
‘erday afterncon. while Israel 
soldiers Were marking the 
boundary according to the ag- 
reement reached on March 23 
by the Israci-Forjan MAC 
which omilirmed that ‘about 
fight Gunama of flat land be 
t(réeon Jordan-belkd Ralkilivya 
and the Lsriel eettlement Ayal 
was in Israe! territory accord. 
Ing io the Hhodés sirmistice 
Agreement although Arabs 
from halkiliyvn herve planted 
verctatie: there. Mukhtears of 
Kalklilipa had been warned, 
through MAC not to continue 
with the cultivation of ‘the 
fiekis 

When the Frontler Demar- 
cation 8Bub-Gommission. of the 
Israci-Jorcan MAC reached 
the contested eld two days 
aco the Jordanians refused io 
proceed, When the Isrnelis con- 
tinued with the demarcation 
work veaterdar alternoon, Arad 
Legionaries, stationed on high 
ground nearby, opened fire on 
men who picked vegetables in 
the. disputed fleid. No work in 
the. field was done today, 

An Israel civillan was injured 
tb; Arab Legion fire on +i'ed- 
nesday while driving. in his car 
on a nearby road. Ht was 


learned yesterday, 


Jordan Communique 

A Jordan communique, quoted 
by NEES Fetterday, Bald’ that an 
Israel soldier was Killed and 
inother wotnded on Weinesday 
sfiernoun When National Guards- 
men returned fire operied by Is- 
crac] soldiers near FMalkiliya vil- 
lage. “The Lireeél soldiers previously 
had destrorved cropa in Jordan, 
the communique said 


NAA: A1838, 175/14/29 PARE 





WoW] 


FRIDAY JUNI 


A Jerdan ultimatim that 
Tel Ailv-Jerusalem road if fi 


fire would be op 
re in the direciicn cf 


Village, in the Jerusalem area, was no? :! i 
o'clock Friday afferncon, was eormalty wilhdrawr 


ferday. In his apology at th 
sion meeiing at Mandelbaum 
_ : 

Gate in Jerusalem voester- 
dey. the Jordan delesate ex 
Pressed his “amazement” | 


e Mixed Armistice 


violation of th 
permitting ler 


io eros 


that such a threat had been | * 


made, according to the com- 
Mmunique on the meeting. 
Neither the Arab Legion nor 
the Jordan Government 
knew of the ultimatum. 
which was made by a local 
commander whe evidently 
misunderstood orders, he 
Said. The Jordan delegate 
Said that the commander 
head been reprimanded. 

The Jordan delegate apréed 


‘that the ultimatum wns a 


violation of the General Arm- 
istice Agreement by which 
both sides renounced the use 
of force to settle disputes, 
the communique stated. 

The M.A.C.. condemned Jor- 
dan for opening fire last Wed- 
nesday in the Hualkiliva ares. 


In the Jordan-held “Triangle”, 


during which an Israel soldier 
was Killed Inside Israel 
Contrary to Agreement 
The shooting by dJIsrnel in 
reply to Lepian fire was con- 
trary to lhe Armistice Agrec- 
ment, it was ruled. The com- 
munique stated that Isracl 
claimed that its fire had been 
defensive, sinte it whe cover- 
ing the withdrawal of work- 
ers from the flelds, and was a 
reply to repeated Jordan fire. 
The sLaA.©, rejected mutual al- 
lemntions that the other elde had 


crossed the demaresation link: 


At a MAC meeting held 


jnear Kalkiilya on Friday, the 


arinistice line was marked. 
Following <he demarcation, 
Majer Izhak assembled local 
mukhtirs ond said that the 
Arab Legion would withdraw 
and leave them unprotected 
if ther opened fire again. In 
the firing on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the Arabs suffered! 
n: ljeast tem casualties. 

After the demarcation, 
made by a half-track and 
plough, the vegetables were 
collected in the disputed ares. 

Two Jordan complalnis were 
lodged at the meting. One stated 
that Israc]. soldiers entered Yalu 
village, meas Latrun, Killing a 
night watchman and stealing his 
rife. A sub-committee, accom- 
panied by a UcN. ‘obsefver, Inf 
on Friday to invesilgate. 

Jordan also complained that Iz- 
rael soldiers Were shooting at 
Arab harvesters in no-man's land 
near DImwaos near Latrin. The 
Arab Legion officer at the scene, 
suseguently issued the ultimatum, 
that fire would be opencd on the | 
Tel Aviv-Jez tenga Pie ad: 
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Is inferesial disenasices 
gates reached a 
stttle the cucstion ¢ 
waoled ropa ip 
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2 Israel Soldiers 
Taken Prisoner 
By Arab Legion 


TEL AVIV, Thursday, Twe 
Isracl soldiers Were taken pri- 
aoner by the Arab Legion on 
the night of Mondnav-Tuecsday. 
it became known here today 
The soldlera were on night ma- 
noeuvres, and the circumstances 
of their disuppearance mre As 
yet unknown. The Jordan mem- 
bers of the MAC denied on 
Tucaday they had any know- 
ledge of the two, but on 
Wednesday admitted the Is- 
raélis were thelr prisoners. 
They refused, however, to re- 
veal how they were takon. 

Reports that “a battle’ took 
pince at Imwas village, in 
the Latrun demilitarized zone, 
earlicr this week were being 
elreulated {n Jordan, it is learn- 
ed here. On Tuesday, 
shortly before midnight, the 
Jordan MAC delegation com- 
plained to the U.N. staff that o 
battle was raging in the Imwas 
aren, Isracl officers were des- 
patched immediately on the re- 
ceipt of the information to in- 
vestigate the matter. They pa- 
trolled along the border line in 
the vicinity, but did mot heur a 
shot. The U.N. wns informed 
the “battle” vins a fiction.' The 
Old City daily. “A-Dita's.” had 
described “a two-hour battle 
that raged jn Imwas” this 
week. Two wounded Israel aol- 
diers were taken prisoner after 
the Israel forees retrented, suf- 
fering; many casualties, the 
paper added.! 

The military spokesman sald 
here today there “was fo en- 
counter in the Imwas area, The 
“battle,” it is belleved, haa been 
invented by the Jordanians to 
cover the kidnapping of the Is- 


racl soldiers 
# 
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Statement on the Jordanian Crisis 


The spokesman of the Isracli Foreign Ministry said that the confusion 
ereated in "Transjordan" by King Telel's illness was an internal matter for 
“Transjordan" and that it was not for Isracl to intervene. In reply to a question, 
he said that, if changes occured in the status of "Transjorda ", the Israeli state- 
ment issued after the assassination of King Abdullah would still stand, This 
statement said that Israel was linked by an Armistice Agreement with "Trans jordan" 
as it was; any change in the status of that country was liable to affect the 
validity of the Agreement, (Israel in Hebrew 17.30, 8.6252) 
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JORDAN WARNS ON ISRAEL! 


Irges Speedy Action by U.N. on 7 
Her Armistice Complaints 
AGTALAN, Jordan, June 11 oF 
The Jordanian Government Nas 
warned the Uniled Nations that 
“crave consequences’ may follow 
less the Palestine Armistice) 


SOM Ssion achieves 2. speedy sec-| 
tlement of the Israecli-Jordan tron- 
ter disputes, 

In a telegram to United Nations 
Sec + i re- 
tier, Abul Huda Pasha yesterday 
complanjed of delay in the.commis- 
son's hunting of his—countey's 

aints regarding slloged—-ts- 
nllitary joovemeniainwiy 

Jordan haw charged that the Is- 
reclie have been strengthening 
them defense arrangements around 
Hebrew University and Hadassah 
Hospital on-theAoly City's Mount! - 
scopus, This area has been held! - 
py dsraeli Yorc@ée although it is 
within the Arab lines. Under} 

ermg.ol the Gmiistioe agreement;| 
he Tdpaclis have been .allowed al] 
emall police “force there and tho! 
Lvabe ifwe passed sipplies through) 
othe Farriaon. 
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ARAB WORRKERS FIRED ON 


ALLEGATIONS OF ISRAELI 
© DERCION 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
AMMAN, June § 

Arab Legion fisadquarters states that during 
the past three ‘days Israch rifle fire from 
beyond the boj-ders was concentrated on 
Arabs harvesting on their lands inthe Ramallah 
and Kalkiliah districts bordering Isracl. One 
Arab had been killed and one woman seriously 
wounded. The spokesman commented: “It 
m Believed that the shooting was intended as 
pressure on Jordan to accept the halving of | 
“ no-man’s land " which was proposed by the! 
Israel) members of the mixed armistice com- 
nuttee to the Jordanian members.” 

A Governmeiit spokesman declared: “ The 
Israeli claim, made in the name of the Israel 
Foreign Ministry, that there have been Nego- 
tiations between Jordan and Istac! on the 
halving of “no-man's lind ” in Jerusalem, or 
other places, or on amendments to the present 
borders delineated in accordance with the 
armistice agreement, as the Prime Minister has| 
said on many previous occasions, has no 
foundation. .. . This denial of the Israclil 
claim should be considered a-fact and final." 
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ISRAEL-JORDAN BORDER 
INCIDENT 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
TEL AVIV, June 4 
A minor incident; which may, however, have 
more scrious implications, is reported here 
from the central part of the Isracl-Jordan 
border. This afternoon o -party of Israelis 
who, accompanied by two United Nations offi- 
cers, had set out to harvest. certain lands in 
the Qualqilva area, were fired on from across 
the border and one Isracli was killed. The rest 
of the party had not been permitted to recover 
| the body up to sunset, when continuous firing 
|from the Jordan side was said still to, be in 
.progress. The lands to which the Israeli party 
ehad been making its way were confirmed as 
Isracli territory by a decision of the Mixed 
Armistice Commission on March 31. 
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Jordan Rejects Pact With Israel 
For Redrawing 


By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT 
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Memo.No. £/f/52 
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The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C... 


Jordan and Israel 


Reports have appsared recently in the Amman Press 
suggesting that the Prime Minister of Jordan (Abul Hoda Pash®) 
contemplates negotiating 4 separate peace with Israel. 


On the 20th. May, Abul Hoda Pasha repudiated these 
suggestions in an official statement. He said that the Jordanian 
Government was in full agreement with all other Arab States in its 
attitude to Israel, and that the question of Palestine could be 
dealt with only on the basis of a unified Arab policy. 


The Premier's statement concluded with the following 
remarks: "7 announce now that the Jordan Government will not 
give up one inch of the territory which is now under the authority 
of the Government. From our point of view the borders which 
have been demarcated by the truce agreements with Tsracl are not 
the final borders, and the Jordan Kingdom will not regard itself 
as committed to these frontiers when the final solution to the 
Palestine problem is discussed." 
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Memo. No. 5/52 


19th May, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA, Ae Ge Le 


Subject: The Jerusalem frontier. 


a 


During the week May 5th/1ith, 1952, 
Beer Arab infiltrators were killed, sixteen 
wounded and twenty—cicht captured in skirmishee 
on the Jerusalem frontier. 
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‘Australian Minister. 
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i ISRAELI TALKS WITH | 
| JORDAN FAIL 


———— 


yveL AVIV DISAPPOINTED 
4 
™ | PROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
TEL AVIV, JUNE 2 
It now seems clear that the failure of the 
talks between Israel and Jordan on 
frontier rectification, to which Tewlhk 
Pasha Abulhuda, the Jordanian Prime 
Minister, referred on Saturday, means an 
indefinite postponement of the opportu- 
nity of a far-reaching improvement in 
relations between Isracl and Jordan, and 
perhaps between [sracl and others of he! 
neighbours. 
Israel believes that she made important con-| 
cessions. in ofder to. secure wereement with| 
Amman, the effect of which might have per-| 
suaded Syria to enter negotiations with Israel 
in. the mutual. fronuer interests of both 
countries. Istacl was also anxious tO demon- 
ctrate the advantage of direct talks over third- 
party mediation, and towards this end appears| 
to have been conciliatory and constructive im) 
her proposals to Jordan. 
| The talks were of an informal characict, 
and complete ugreement had been reached} 
between the delegates of both countries on 
territorial exchanges, which were roughly on a} 
dunam for dunam basis. The recommenda} 
tions would have reunited many Arab villages| 
—notably Kalkilya and Beit Jibrin—with their] 
lands and, water and would have restored the} 
former source of water of the Israc potash} 
works at Sdom, at the southern cnd of ihe! 
Dead Sea. 
b THE LATRUN ENCLAVE 
The plan informally agreed upon also pro- 
vided a solution of the prablem of the Latrun 
enclave. Here again the intention seems to 
have been to reunite villages. and lands. As} 
the road from the rest of the coast to Jeru- 
salem 15 now controlled by Isracl, the plan 
not unnaturally involved the handing over of 
a section of the main road im the Latrun 
enclave to Israel, together with the termtory) 
occupied by. the famous Trappist monastery; 
at Latrun. The French Government is under- 
stood wo have intervened against the proposal 


to. lransier the monastery ares to the 


covercignty of Israci, but it 1s stated here that 
the monastery authoritics subsequently with- 
drew their objections. 

Isracli sources claim that tbe Arab villages 
involved in the proposed exchanges welcomed 
the plan, even where jt. meant a transter to 
leracl, in which cases a guarantee was offered| 
against expulsion of other interference hy the! 
Israc] Government, Isracl would naturally) 
have profited considerably by obtaining the 
use of the Latrun section of the main road) 
from Jerusalem to the const and by the| 
roeslorauon of is Suirce of water to ihie natasi) 
works at sdom + but the Arabs, Loo, would have] 
benefited immeasurably by the reunion afl 
villages and land separated as 4 result of the| 
Rhodes decision on the frontier, and both 
sides would have gained from ihe removal of 
SernOus CUUSES of frontier inadents. 
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"NO JORDAN TERRITORY 
FOR ISRAEL 
TEWFIK PASHA‘’S POLICY 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

AMMAN, June I 
Commenting on reports in Jordan that the] 
Larmistice agreement with Israel may soon end. 
and on rumours spread by some Syrian news- 
papers that the Jordan Government will give | 
up territory to Israel, Tewfik Pasha Abulhuda., | 
the Prime Minister, states that the Govern- | 
ment does not intend to give away to Isracl | 
any part of the Jordan Kingdom, however 
small. “It is my personal policy, and the 
Jordan Government policy generally,” he said, 
“not to come fo an agreement with Israel 
supulating any settlement that does not meei 
with the approval-of the other Arab States.” | 
With regard to the termination of the armi- | 
) stice agreement with Israel. in spite of the dis- | 
advantages of the agreement it is indefinite 
fand similar to other Israel agreements with 
Syria, Egypt, and Lebanon, and there is no 
ifear of any violation or change of the present 
state.” Referring to King Talal, the Prime 
Minister said that his presence abroad had 
Ant other meaning chic the necessily for nis 
Gonvalescence. 
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j-Mem, Wo. 344/52 


: Bist March, 1952. 


MEMORANDUM Tor: 
The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs, 


GANARRRA, A,»C.T. 


Subject: Rorder incidents on the 
Jerusalem front. 


Furines the week ending March 51st, 
1952, two Arsb infiltrators were killed, 
three wounded and fifty-two captured on the 
Jerugalem front. 


Oe i. 7< Fuhrman Py 
Australian Minister, 
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RGlations with the 


Jordan 


aAcli-J« ercanten Mixed Armistice Commission c ed on 2nd April 
if "certain files dating from the mandat egime" which would 
ective Ministries of the two countries (Israel in Hebrew 05,00, 
Same time the question of eepene ine the senent 7 

Which had expired two days before, was discusse 
‘tives informed their jendanio :n soilleneies that they 
roel had "strictly ond sincerely observed" the agreene 
incidents" showed that Jordan was not standing by it; 7] 
would have to show conclusively that she had taken practical measures 

ee and to improve the eoree situat cou, otherwise Israce! 
e seEecuest as having no validity (ibid). Thereafter 
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of the agreement to "15 th April (Isreel in Heb 
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it Ce five infiltrators, who had been armed at the 
need to various terms of imprisonment. (Israel in He 


sentat ive requested that arabs 
in the T arm dis 92° 8 w | ») harvest such of thei crops as 
border dine; the J : spre See cloimed that the crops &ctua 
: 1 th would only permit the Arabs to harve 
was handed over to Isroel, 2 
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JERUSALEM, March 1 | 3 
wo Israeli watchmen guarding a 
water pipeline southwest of Jerusa- 
lem near the Jordan frontier were); 
shot dead early today. 

The guards were patrolling the), 
waterworks near Ain Karem, birth-|; 
place of John the Baptist, when|;, 
attacked by rifles and sten guns. 
Israeli police said they believed| 4 
marauders from Jordan did the/,, 
killing. It was the first serious bor- h 
der incident in the Jerusalem area!., 
in several wecks. \) 
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Memo. No. 148/52. 
ith February, 1952- 


MEMORANDUM for: 
The Secretary; 


Department of External Affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.C.T- 


Subject: Israel/Jordan clashes. 


Border incidents during the past 
week between Israel and Trans jordan are 
reported in the attached. 
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israel Officer Fired At By Arab yjhhyi7 Member 
Legion; Meetings Cancelled 


TEL AVIV, Saturday, — 


Lec 
Isracl Army cancellwa! all 
mectings 


between lts officers 
and Arab Logion focal com- 
manders scheduled to take 
Place tomorrow, it was an- 
mounecd here tonight 


his 


This step was taken alter an 
Taraecl officer way flred on to- 
day from Arab Legion posi- 
tions in the Latrun Area while 
on hig way to a meetihg ar- 
ringed under the new axrec- 
ment pDetween Jordan “and Is- 
tacl for “sincere , cooperation 
to curb infiltration: and border 
inchidents." The Israci -state- 
ment charged that. “the bad 
faith of the Arab Legion caus- 
ia breakdown of the agre: 
mont after being In operation 
for only one day.” 


Arrangement Made 


The arrangements for border 
mectings had been agrived to 
on behalf af the Jordan Gov- 
ernment at a formal Mixed 
Armistice Commission meeting 
Inst Thursday (as reported). 
The mgreement had originally 
been scheduled to come into 
force the day before, but had 
heen postponed when at the 
last moment it wis learned 
that the Legion local com- 
manders bad not received any 
instructions. 


An apology was received on 
behalf of the Commander oT 
the Legion, Glubb Pasha, and 
‘the senior Jordan delegate to 
the MAC gave an Bssurince 
‘hat “all necessary orders had 
boen isstied and would be re- 
eaiyed by all concerned In goml 
dime.” Nevertheless, tae next 
day (Friday) the [sroel repre- 
sentative on his way to a pre- 


viously-arranged mecting nat 
Latrun was fired on from Le- 
Fion positiong at some 400 
mitres ringe. Through: the .me- 
dium of the U.N. officers on 
the ALAC, the Legion then guve 
s “Wirm puarantec” that the 
Israel representative could pro- 
ceor to the meeting on the og- 
reed route “In absolute safety,” 
and promised an enquiry inta 
the incldenf At 11 o'clock yes- 
terday morning, whilst passing 
the puniping station an the 
main HKubed—Latrun Fooad, 
heavy machine gun fire was 
ngain directed at the officer 
from the Legion positions, and 
he extricated himscif with 
some difficulty. 


Cancel Mectings 

As a result, Sean Aloof Shaul 
Ramati informed Col. Bennet 
de Ridder, chalrman of the Is- 
tnel-Jordan ALAC, that orders 
had been issued by the GHQ of 
the Israci Defence Forces can- 
celling all. the meetings sche- 
duled to tnke place along the 
ine on Febriary 3. 


"A -Diffa,” the Old Clty dally, 
charred -yesterday that an é&x- 
change of flre between Arab Le- 
gidanadires and ational Guards 
ged Israel soldiers which lasted 
eeveral hours toak place at Wadi 
Fukin near Bethi¢hem, on Thurs- 
day morning. A Mixed Armistice 
Commission team visited the spot 
on Friday, the paper snid. 

The poper further claims that 
another exchange of fire occurred 
on Thursday nighi near Jenin 
when Israe] soldiers foreed 12 
Arabs acroa the ines into Jordan. 
On the same night. an liracl plane 
flew over Ramallah, the paper 
suVeE 

After spending over & 
Jordan prisons, Va'acorv 
18. of Enel Brak, was = returned 
to Teracl at Mantelbaum Gate In 
ferausalem on Friday. Hoe Jeft Im- 
inmcjintelh ta jein kin family, 
ITEM $ roports. 
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te return from fishing on Fri- 


tie Post correspondent 
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in: Tiberias: reporis, 
by a UN 
Indicates 


An 


AnNMoUNeeMent 


observer last night 
three fishermen— 


Shmuel Levin, Rafael 


that the 
Ax and 
Avroham Broslaysky—are in 
Syrian hands and safe. 

An Army 
last night 
Grucnbaum 


late 
that 
other mMmem- 


communique 
reports 

and 

kibbutz, in the 
U.N. 


had set off in a Jaunch yestet- 


bers of the 


company of & pDuSserver, 


dav morning to continue search 
for the men, after 
erarchnes had un- 
overed the men's empty boat 
near the castern shore. 


Howboat Fired At 
oisgtancde from 
the U.N. ob- 
server fid Gruenbaun 
switched to a small rowboat, 
apparently to carry the senrch 
: Ag the rowbont 
“pproache be- 
cme the target of rifle fire, ac- 
12 Army com- 
ih the rowbon 
larger banat, the 
}OLM= 


Witch 


TLissinge 
ihe! 


Frida: 


eT LLie 
tyes Shor ¢ 


a... 


Onto Coie Sore. 


i the shore, it 
‘ording to Ut 

Tho. 
to the 


niuniquc. 


: 
: 
roturned 
4 
i 


iring eontinued nnd aVn 
ed bY flre from naulomatic 
Grucnbaum was hit. Tae 
unhurt. 


no wife and 
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obgerver wit 
Gruenbaum, leaves 

three children. 

has been 

Isracl-Syrinn 


A sharp 


with 


pro. Cat 
lodged the 


i 2 o. 
hy a ' 


2 Gana Boys Due 
Back Next Week 


The two Gadna boys who lost 
thelr way on a hike last week 
and are now in the hands of 
the: Arab Lecion In Famaliah, 
may be returned at the begin- 
ning of next week. This was 
stated by the Israel delegation 
to the Mixed Armistice Commis- 
sion after they had taised the 
question at a mecting cf the 
ALA.C. yesterday. 


Most of the atx hours of for- 
mal and informal sessions of 
the Isracl-Jordan MAC st Man- 
delbaum Gate yesterday were 
taken up with the interrogation 
of three Arabs charged with 


Tuvlvr _infiltrators were 
killed, two wounded, and 44 
1G_ anuary <9, tt was 

fficially announced in Tel 
Aviv yesterdny, 


having raped, strangled and 
mutilated an 18-year old Israeli 
girl carly in December south 
of Malha, on the outskirts of 
Jerusaiem. <An Israch ¢om- 
munique stated that: 

The Israel Delegntion disciceed 
fool-proof ovidence as fo thelr guilt: 
and oxpressed the hope that the 
Jordan suthoriiies would now talco 
the necessary sieps against them. 

New measures to combat in- 
filtration were discussed at the 
meeting, which afterwards ag- 
reed to iastic the following joint 
StHALGMeENRnT: 

Local commanders ond Police 
feprogdeniniives of both slides ore 
to mect dally all slong the Ar- 
mistico line fo implemen! the 
hgreemont on extra-ordinary moa- 
sures to be taken te curb infilirn- 
tlon and to bing) abou a general 
lmproremen, of border relailons 
Special ocvders hare been lasued fo 
troops police and local authorilles, 
and measures have been Iaken io 
aroid delays and red inpe wlih 
regard to the relurn of any proper- 
fy, which might be siclen dosplie 
the agreement, The MAC delega- 
tions will be mobile throughoul the 
test period. and Intend fo take part 
In the mesilngs of the local com- 


mancderse in oach of the various 
saciora, 
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Jordan Found Guilty Of 
59 Armistice Violat 


eoraan was found guilty of “acts inconsistent with and 
tion of the fe hoe Vercement’ in 59 out-of 78 
t with at a formal tenets f E 
Jordas Mixed J istice Ae nission in Jerusalem yester- 
Gav. Israel was found cuillty of one saalatian: l2 complaints 
were either withdrawn or, 
by agreement, deemed set- 
tled. and six others were re- 
ferred back for further sub- 
mnuttee action. 
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Israeli ptess releaze, was the 
ush-murder 


ldiers Were 
wounded By an armed 
from Jordan. Calling 
authorit ties: ta. pre- 
trenec of this fla- 
grant viol: ation, the NIAC 
noved that this was the third 
ense of its kind at the same 
Spot within the past six 


Result of Error 


[sraek's vinlation, ine MAK 
decided, occurred on December 
12 in the Jalbun arta sk 
an Ysrael patrol onencd fire 
sn mn group of Arabs who. were 
some §0 metres on their side 


Sitle 
rhe incident 


of anh error na 
lecolion of tha 
undemarcated armistice line, 
according to the Israel. com- 
muniqu fe. 
The mec 
fs=acle (con 
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Experimental Plan 


Preceding ‘the formal rairetiing. 
the eonlcr delequte informally 
discussed exirgordioary Tasheures 
to be jaken agains! In ft its ration. An 
experimental pisn re scommended 
by ihe tszacl dalngal H 
tiated during fie first balf of Fob- 
evuary sfier cant trmaiion br Tsracl 
and Jordan General Hoadaquartere 
ef Sha‘ul Hamatl ang 
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LETTER DATED 29 JANUARY 1952 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL 
ADDRESSED TO THE FRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 


Faris, 29 January 195¢ 


i have the honour to request that the following commmication relating 
to the Armistics Agreements between Isracl and Arab States be brought to the 
attention of the Security Council. 
ale On 23 January 1952 the Frime Minister of Jordan addressed a letter to 
the Secretary-General (S/2486) referring to alleged violations of the Armistice 
Agreements by 2 body of people described by him as “the Jews", The Jordan 
Prims Minister went on to state that "the Mixed Armistice Commission is now 
Seized of a number of complaints on which it will have to pronounce" thus 
making clear that the Jordan allegations had not been substantiated by the 
Armistice Commission. 

On 24 January 1952 the Israel-Jordan Mixed armistice Cammission held a 
meeting in Jerussiem to consider a series of incidents which had occurred on 
the Isracl-Jordan armistice frontier. The Commission determined that Jordan 
hed been responsible for 59 violations of the amistice Agreement and Israel 
Por one such violation. Twelve complaints were removed from the agenda and 
six were held over for further study. Discussions were hela on the Question 
of Arab infiltrations across the armistice line, which had been the cause or 
many serious incidents involving lose of life. 

The Government of Isreel is convinced that proper observance by troops 
and civilians in Jordan of Article IV (3) of the Armistice Agreement would 
have Prevented these casualties and can cbviate them in the future. 

The results of the Mixed Armistice Commission's deliberations reves 
tho distorted and inaccurate character of the communication addressed by the 
Jordan Prime Minister to the Secretary-Generel in Document (s/2k86). 
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MEMORANDUM 


ARAB VERSION OF NEW 
BORDER INCIDENT 
REPORTED MOVEMENT 

ISRAELI TROOPS 


FROM OUR COARI 


OF 


SPONGENT 
AMMAN. Jan. 2 
Isracl 
fensiveiy cultivated Jordanian 


100) a 


wtween Jordan and 


as | 
ercs, west of Qal 


Wer [nan 
in what was formerly central! 
might have developed into aj 
d clash had it not-been for the 
1 of General Riley. chicf of} 

e t 

e United Nations truce super-| 
inizZation, who is now in Paris. 
state. that General 

eli nuthorities urging 
VIOIRTING the} 

. io its} 

wed by the} 

pee | Wit Dai 

1 MoveT ber 30} 
inhatetants did mex 

41 and did not pre- 
jing so. through} 
itch, on Decem=| 

nit the} 

{ Jordanimns| 
il as an] 
he seeond | 

corm 
BU pest 


fo Tesrel 


SAPS | 

: 1 

' ' ih 
nat Teoh 


same hand. 


SIARKING ARMISTICE LINE 


tor: 


the London 
the 


incident 


excerpt f 
i > ee Fos ' 
report 


rhe attached 
oF January 5ra 
reparation of & Jon: 


rererred to theréin, 


Pon 
Saves’ me 


on thie 


ee tT heave had this Qalailia 
notice for some time, but have refr 
reporting on it until J coula obtain some corr- 
oberation of what I had heard of week to week 
aevelopments. The appearance in the uondon 
"Times" of the despatch from its Amman corres- 
pondent, is, in fact, a concise statement of what 
actuelly has occurred. I have checked the 
various incidents with the British and American 
Service Attachés, who have been watching this 
incident with particuler care, and last night, 
January-9Sth 1952, went through the attached 
"Times" report with Colone amuel C.. Gurney Jr. 

Gudlip (British), 
both of whom stated that, as a result of their 
enquiries anda of information which has come to 
their knowledge, tne facts are as reported in 
"Times". They are, of course, denied by the 
israel Army authoritiés. 


incident under 
Bined rom 


3 
(American), and Colonel Pende 


the 


NavlonarArenives-o.Austraila 
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bn reply quetir So P/1l} J qo, | AUSTRALIAN: LEGATION, 
demo. HO« Fal f52. re AVI\ L8Pracl. 
10th Jamiary 1952. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 4 
Denvartment of External affairs, 
CANBERRA. A.0.1. 


Sub ject: Terael troops and irregulars adopt the réle 
of organised inriltrators. ; 


It seems that, for the time being at all events, 
Israel Army troops and Israel irregulars are deliberately 
violating the Transjordan frontier and carrying out punitive 
raids deep into Jordan territory. There has been a number of 
such complaints in recent weeks. The latest report of an 
incident of this nature is that, on January 9th, Isracl army 
troops penetrated the Jordan frontier three kilometres to the 
Bouth=west of Hethlehem, blew up two houses and fired on a 
third in the course of which six Arabs, including two women and 
two children, were Killed. Leaflets said to have been dis- 
tributed by the Israelis stated that Israel forces would 
retaliate against Arab infiltration by incursions into Arab 
territory. 


2s The Mixed Armistice Commission, at a session on 
January 7th 1952, established “beyond reasonsble doubt” thet 

an organised force of Israeli irregulars illegally crossed the 
Jordan frontier in the Heit Jala area on tne night of January 
6th/7th, attacked several Arab houses and killed seven Arabs 

and wounded three others. It appears that this particular 
incident was related to and was, in fact, admitted retaliation 7 
for the rape, murder and mutilation of an eighteen year old | 
Jewish girl by persons living in tne beit Jala area: - persons | 
(Arabs) whose names had been mentioned in evidence before the \ 
Mixed Armistice Commission when the murder of this girl by 

Arab infiltrators was enquired into about a month oF 80 ago. 


3. The Commission, at its session on January 7th, also 
heard twelve complaints by Transjordan against Israel - all 
acts of infiltration or border clashes with the Arab Légion. 


4. A report from Amman today, January 10th 1952, is to 
the effect that, for the third successive night, Israel planes 
bave flown over Nablus at a great heignt. 


De A report from Sairo, also under today's datse-line, 
eateates that an armoured lerael column crossed the demarcation 
line in the Gaza area on January /th, ana, using gun-fire, 
attacked peasants. Seven persons were reported killed, and 8] 
wounded in this foray into teypotian territory. tzypt has | 
lodged a strong complaint with the Mixed Armistice Commission, | 


\\ \ \! . 
4 Ms i ets 
MX \N We aie 
IW 
Oeis ie Funrman, 
Australian Minister. 
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AUSTRALIAN LEG ATION 
CARD 


ixternal affairs, 


rie # 2 & 


tsrael-Arab 


There were grounds for hoping in December last 
[ or sen of 

tween Israel and Jordan, had taken a turn for the 

Agreement was reachsd between Israel and Jordan 
00 Ghristians living in the former would be permitted 

the territory of the latter in order to attenc 

on Christmas Day. This was the largest number 

the border into Jordan, since the 
srael-Arsd war. 


Sinee that date however various unfortunste 
incidents have been reported. Al Ahram on the <eth. December 
reported that on the 26th December a Jewish force had seized 
1,000 head of sheep in the Kasslima Zone of the Gaza strip. 

On the Bth. January Al Ahram reportec further that a Jewish 
force hac crossed the Armistice line at Burig and fired at 


the population killing seven 4rebds and wounding eight and 
burning their tents and grain. This report stated that the 
Jews had left behind them pamphlets threatening the Arabs 
with death if they should try to cross the Armistice line. 
The Beyptian Delegation to the Mixed Armistice Committee is 
stated to have presented = protest. 

Such reports, having appeared in the Eevptian 
might have been tr with reserve. However it 
Pficially reported from Amman on the 7th. Januery that 

including two women and two children head been 
tilled on the previous evening when Israeli ¢ 
infiltrated over a mile into Jordan. The episode was statec 
to have taken place North west of Bethlehem. leaflets 
left at the site of the incident are said to have announced 
that the Israeli Forces intended to retaliate for Arab 
4nfiltration by infiltesring into Jcrecan. 
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MEMORANDUM for: 


The. Secretary, 
Department of Exter 
CANBERRA 


ubject: Mount Scopus. in ‘the news. 


13: The Near Hast Bidaienst the: ‘Station 

at Amman announced, con Decenber uth i951, that 

the *augusta Victoria! Hospital.in the deni litariged 
zone on Mount Scopus Wilt be taken over officially 

by the Jordan authori ties on Januery ist 1952. 

T+ was seid that the Tra nsjordan Ministry of Health 

had: acquired the buildings + he sauipment from: UNWRA 

py which .it_ was used, durin she past. year, Zor Rousing 
Several hundred: tubsrcular ae UNWRA  amnounced 
Last. month its intention to. close down the Hospital. 


a The .Tsraei authorities fave reacted sharply 
to the reported pasSing of this property -inte Jordan 
hands. @heir-view is that, if the report be. true, 

the acquisition or - thie: Hospital property by Trans jordan 


—i6 "an/open violation of the Armistice Agreement under: 


which the.Hospitel Was. Located in & closed and 
demilitarized zone." Rens a 


ek Cae ‘Fuhrman, 
Australien Minister. = 
5 | 


ods 
4 


erhe asicasta ictosia Tuaiaince, situated between | 
Mount Scopua and the: Mount. of Oli VES; e c hanged 

pards several times since the raieet ipa Wer, They” 
“have .been successively adminis tered oo ek: “United ‘tog 
Nations, the International» Red Cross, che ‘Lutheran’ onder 


ate Liv. UMNWRA, .’ a6 Cowal. 
ronivel'ar Kas : NANA: A1838, 175/11/29 PART 2~ 





Soh. | . 
P, 2/2. . AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
1259/ a. TEL AVIV. tarael. 


- ith Novenbe r 1951. 


WGMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of & 
CANBERRA, Ae C * ek a 


Subject: The ttenemy infiltrator" in 


tsraeli comnunities who, bY choice, resid¢ 
or, for other reasons, are obliged to live in Prontie? 
zones - areas bordering on Trans jordan, Syria and the 
Lebanon, have suffered mch at the hands of inriltrators 
= esoecially by those illecally erossing the lines Prom 
Jordan Murder, Looting, rape and arson have been 
but a few of the erimes perpetrated by these marauders 
ang eases of Killing anc violence have become an every” 
day oceurrence in some districts. In recent months, 
the situation has worsened seriously. During the first 
week of November, 175 Jordanians were caught on terael 
territory in the Jerusalem zone - svart from other areas 
where the numbers apprehend ed totalleaG Some huna recs. 
fhe record of throat-cuttine, Killin= ane wounding by 
shooting and stabbing, theft of Livestock, household and 
farm equipment snd mischievous and wilful arson — tae 
Hurning of nay-Stacks, Crop® and buildings, by thes 
intil trators, is published in Israel from time to time 
ani arouses much anger in this country. The Government 
of Israel and the army authorities, tor their part, 
meticulously report each incident to tne Mixed Armistice 
Commission by which they are nonderously considered and 
upon which weignty judgments are pronounced. hore 
often than not, “ozZens of such cases are struck ofr the 
Agenda o- the M.A.Ge. OY mtual consent of both parties to 
somplaints - Israel and/or Jordan: Jordan, on her part, 
invariably lodges complaints against Israel of infiltration 
by soldiery ena armed Israeli civilians °F whom, I am 
given to understand by tre british “inister in Amman, many 
such raids into Transjordan are carried out - perhaps not 
so many as [Israel has reason to complain or against Joraan, 
tut, in tne main, quite 4 substantial number which, apart 
from sporadic infiltration into Jorden territory by 
lone or small groups of individusls, taxe the form or 
forays into rransjorcan oF armed bands of israeli irrerul srs 
ana sometimes regular troops. fhese incursions py armed 
Tsraelis are, I think, largeiy punitive and not for gain. 
Gn balance, However, srael seems to sufier much more 
than Jordan in loss oF life and by theft and arson, and, 
in my opinion, has good cause for comilaint - eapecially 
in recent months, Guring wnieh these precdatory raids, 
accompanied by large-scale killing and wounding, have 
resched serious &he HLarming roportions, 


ve}! 


igoently, on November 26th 1991, intact, the... 
dan Mixed armistice Comission, presided over — 


eS =. 


55 





by Colonel de Ridder, 4 Seigisn, considered the whole 
Problem of inriltration and asnette of csompolaints 
by Israel amd trans jord an prespectiveals oe Lldaéer, 
a0 Simming up the situation, as Chairman of & guasi- 
military body, decisred tat eh he rT 
infilitrators is prinuurily th 

the Army. He made a point, 

israel in United Nati Sou 

that there exists no ate 

Jordan but, when he vere 

international behavpur | 

to intercent persons whi 

rather confounded the 

Qh army job to com 

his remarks to the Isre 

stressed that, so far 

it iS primarily ([srael 

by concentrated police 

evigence that the Tr 

best tostoo tris nuisence 

hed arrested thirty-rive 

to eross the border. 

heavy sentences within twent | 

Gpprenhended, de Hidder said 

elear and permanent demarcati 

be ome of the best deterrents a 

he ureed both Israel and Transjeo 

Marxing the frontier line with 

possible, 


5; The Ghairman of 

& few apposite remarks in 

relerred to above - : i 

the Tsrael view thet as 

between Israel ang Jordan, id (by when 
terael conteation tnat it we mn Arar 3 
amd combat infiltration: suc! 
Cheimman, is essentially 


Oe Cs We ‘Gh man, 
Australian jiinister, 


ADDENDUM. 


. Tew days after the meeting of the Israel 
Jordan Bixed Armistice Com mission referprsd to apove 7 
Miditar; spokesman in this country said that Celonél de 
miaaer would be better advised not to make siaaha ani 
concerning Israel's internal affa aire, but to direct his 
advice to the neighbouring Arab court ri ee in omer to 


Se a ee 
bs ge eRe 
? oo, oe; =. 
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Stop marauderers trom 
Pa ies i, d ‘ L ss 
LHC DIttermmess and susn 


Of i@rael and the Tsrae 


Hixed Armistice Commissi 


Loregoing statement b: 
Phis outlook snd atti 
conducive to assisti 
dDetween [Srael and 


30th Novenber 1 





Invakewte Ne P/L7/ 1k. 


Wemo. 


NO. 


ery [AUSTRALIAN LEGATION. 
Aa fe . ‘if nee 
1207/51. TEL AVIV. Israel. 


16th Novenber 1951. 


MEWORAND UM 


xternal Affairs, 


a ra 
a Lt i * 


Meeting of the Israel//ordan Mixed 
Armistice Commission. 


At its meeting on November 15tn the Commission 
dealt with 33 complaints submitted by both sides. The 
majority were of & minor nature and settled without 
ditficulty. Three Jordan complaints alleging the 
expulsion of Arabs from Terael were struck from the agenda 
on condition that “Israel attempt in so ilar 45 possiole 
to give prior notice through the appropriate channels 
of the transfer of Arabs across the lines." The fourth 
complaint was retracted by the Jordan delegation when the 
Tsrsel representatives agreed to give favourable consicer- 
ation to an anvplication for repatriation to be submitted 
by an arab family provided that it could be proved that 
they were illegally expelled. 


Zs The Israel delegation stressed the seriousness 
of infiltration especially in tne tmyjangle" ares and 
urged the Jordan representatives to press their Government 
to take more effective steps to prevent incidents which 
were endangering peace in the area. The M.A.C. Chairman 
made a personal appeal to this efrect. 


Fuhrman, 
Australian Minister. 
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JORDAN ACTS TO CONTROL BORDER CROSSERS 


Jeruselen, World Zionist Organization, in English to the Diaspora, Nov. ae 
1951, 2130 GMT--H 


(Text) 


"Jerusalem--The Israel-Trans jordan Mixed Armistice Commission held two 
meetings today; the first was informal, the second was a formal one. 
Israel's complaint acainst the Shooting of two Israeli watchmen in Jerusalem 
a few deys ago by Arab infiltretors from Transjordan-held territory was 
considered. A resolution passed by the Commission condemned the murder, 

and reaffirmed the nesessity of further steps to prevent the recurrence 

of such acts, as well as for closer coordination to stop infiltration. 


"The head of the Transjordan delegation stressed the willingn 
Trans jordan Government to cooperate by allopossible means to s iltra- 
tion. The Transjordan Government, he said, was quite aware th 2 out- 
come of such acts of lawlessness had harmed Transjordan in the seme manner 
as Isreel. He added that the Arab Legion command had requested the Trans- 
jordan Government to pass e lew to enable action to be taken against Arab 
mamauders who were returned to Transjordan, and to provide for their punish- 
ment. 


the 
nf 


of 
ae in 
at the 


a 


"The Chairmen of the Commission, Col. De Ridder, stated thet the Transjordan 
Government hid transmitted specinl instructions to the district and local 
commanders. Lists will be drawn up of all Arabs in territory under Trans- 
jordan control who possessed land across the armistice lings or in its — 
vicinity. ands of villagers will be shown tho armistice Line, and will 

be made responsible for compliance with instructions issued.’ 


_ ia = 
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In reply canis No. P/17/9. AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
Memo. No. 1121/51, reL AVIV. Terael , 
i9th October, 1951. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Depart of External Affairs, 
ANBERRA A.C.T. 


Alleged sabotage in Jordan territory by 
israel soldiers. 


It has been reported that an irrigation pump 
in an orange grove belonging to Arabs at Kalkalia in 
Trans jordan was blown up on October 17th when orange © 
§roves in that vicinity were attacked by a group of 300 
isracl troops who crossed the line at three points and 
exchange fire with the Arab Legion and a National Guard 
patrol. The action is believed locally to be a 
retaliatory measure for the blowing up of part of the 
fsrael railway line near Teibeh village in the sittle 
Triangle aréa two days earlier. 


2. Protests have been lodged with the Mixed 
Armistice Commission in connection with the two incidents 
herein reported, 


O.C.W. Fuhrman, 
Australian Minister. 
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GLUBB PASH; WARNS ARABS AGAINST ISRAEL 


Bei A . 
werut, in Arabic to Lebanon and the Near East, Sept. 1, 1951, 1100 GMT--K 
(Excerpts) 


"Ammar ae 

Salina reports that the Jordan Capital is preparing to receive His 

th Ghias’ ce 4: Talal. On this oceasion Gen. Glubb Pasha, the Commander 

relatior oe Jordan Army, made a statement in which he said that his 
*ons with Amir Talal are as good as possible. He asserted that the 


rumor resarding his dispute with Amir Talal is fabricated and without 
foundeticn, 


"Referrin. to rumors regarding the attitude of the British toward the 1 
Jordan Throne, Glubb Pasha said that he is not an employee of the British 
sovernment, but thet he believes that neither Britain nor anyone else has 
anv buSiness interfering in this question, because it is a purely internal 
affair of the Jordan Kingdom. Referring to the Palestine War and to the 
questions it raised, he said: ‘The Jorden Hashimite Kingdom is not in &n 
enviable position in this connection I assert to the Arab world that 
the cumpaiens which were directed against this Kingdom were unjust. The 
Jordan army bore the burdens of the Palestine Wer more than others, and 
there are more Palestinian refugees in the Jordan Kinidom than anywhere 
else: ' 


tGlubb Pasha then expressed his doubt as %o the usefulness of peace with 
the Jews, and said: ‘They are @ people who have no conscience, and keep 
the peace cnly if checked by specific international factors I am 
surprised,' he added, ‘how people in general and Arabs ’n particular have 
for-otten Israel, which is lurking amidst the drab world to create oroblem 
only j years after the Palestine War Even people here in the Jordan | 
Kin» dom have forgotten. I rear that events will take them by surprise be- 
fore they awake. ' 

!Coneludim his stetement, he said: 'I assert that our creat concern 

is the Jews Were it not for them there would be no cause for concern 

2 if 

in the Arab East. '" 
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JOr — Ie: 
ORDAN GUILTY OF ARMISTICE VIOLATION 


Jverusal en ( Tsr = 
= israel), in Hebrew tT 7 +he Near East, Aug. 25, 1951 
1730 Ciz--K ) n Hebrew to Israel and the Near bast, fi » LODLy 


(Text) 


Fr — 

oe IsvaelTrans jordan Mixed Armistice Commission today decided in 
Jerusalem that the Armistice Agreement between the two countries kas been 
violated by the murder of two employees of the Public Worss Department and 
the injury of two others on the road between Ein Hasb and (Sdom), At 

the lest minute, the Trans jordan delegetion tried to prevent a clear 
denunciation by preparing a draft resolution according +0 which the 
denunciation applied only when it is proved tast +he murderers were 
Transjorden nationals. This version was rejected by the vote of tne 
representatives of the United Nations. 


"the Commission maintained that it was convinced by the conclusions oF 

the Mixed Investigations Committee that the murderers came from Trans jordan 
territory and escaped to it. The Trans jordan delegation undertook to hold 
a thorough investigation in two villeges, which it is believed served as 

a refuge for the murderers, aud to bring the guilty parties pefore the law. 
The results of the investigations will be given to Isyael. The decision 
of the Mixed Armistice Commission reaffirms the principle already fixed, 
nauely, that the signatories of the Armistice Agreement are responsible 
for the acts committed by the inhebitants of their respective countries, 
whether the acts are committed with or without the knowledge of their 
respective Governments. 

"Col, de Ridder presided over the session. The Trans jordan delegation 


announced that Ahmad Tugan had been appointed senior Trans jordan 
representative on the Mixed Armistice Commission in place of Ahmad 


Khalil." 
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TEL AVIV. 


6th August, 195le 


MEMORANDUM for:- 


The Secretary, — | 
Department of External Affairs, 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 


Subject: The drainage of the Huleh marsh- 
lands - the effect cof that project 
on water supplies for Trans jordan. 


1. On June 6th 1951, the Government of 
Trans jordan lodged a complaint with the United 
Nations in which it was alleged that, as a 
result of the diversion of the waters of the 

River Jorden, as part of the Israel project of 
draining the Huleh marshlands, the normal volume 
of water available below the Palestine Electric 
Corporation's dam at Degania, had fallen to a 

mere trickle -— far short of what was usually 
available for irrigating Jordan farmlands, and 
that the reduced flow had become useless and 
indeed dangerousoring to its greatly increased salinity. 
In the complaint lodged with the United Nations by 
the Jordan government, these conditions were 
attributed to action by Israel. 


25 It is the view of the Israel Foreign 

Office that the complaint in the form lodged, is 
without justification; and that, in any case, since the 
problem is a technical one of agreement between the 
riparian states directly concerned, should not have 
been placed before United Nations. The “oreign Office 
feel that the occasion may have been chosen for 
political purposes, with the object of giving currency 
to allegations damaging to Israel - especially as 
Jordan is alleged to have made no effort of any kind 
through the Mixed Armistice Commission to seek the 
co-operation of Israel in improving the flow of 

Jordan River water south of Degania. I do not know 
nor, at the moment, can I find out whether this is 650. 


3e The Israel Foreign Office contends that 

Israel is under no obligation to Jordan - except, 

perhaps, that of "good neighbourliness", in the matter 

of the regulation of the river's volume. Experts of 

the Government of Israel say that until the dam at 

Degania was built under the Huleh project, the volume 

of water throughout the summer and winter was conditioned 

solely by natural causes, and varied between two cubic 

metres per second towards the end of the summer to 

58 cubic metres in mid-winter. The building of the dam, 
Jer concession from the Palestine Mandatory Vovernment, 


. fs by..the. Electric Corporation, as a contribution to the 


vdro-electric power station at the confluence of the ! 
farmuk and the Jordan, brought about the storage of == 
urplus winter waters and the equalization of the river's 
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. The project was said to te | 
Value for irrigation in the riverine 
belonging to Jordan. But the rain pur 
Pemained the provision of sa steady volun water 
the power houses The Govyermmant of Isi'del allere | 
the mein purpose was Gone away with by the eetion 
gordan in occupying the power house in 194 ani pr 
) Since then, to restore to the Felestine Blwectric Con 
~ 288 Pight to operate the plant. The Israel Foreign 
_.. Offtee "assert that there is.no legal basis 
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' 1d@ Trom this, 
exeracrdinary drop or the flow of Jordan water, and the 
sabinicy or Such volume as.there is, are, of course, in 
Combiderable measure @ consequence of the exceptional 
araught of tast winter, Isreel water experts say that the 
> fiow of the Jorden is now subject to natural causes only — 
7 BS°it was before the contructionor the Degania dan, 


P= => Ss . ~ The problem appears to be purely technical, 

> She it is understood that Israel will-be willing to discuss 
Z 3 ar pad regulating the future flow of water: without 

_. antPoducing conditions: for her co-operation of a nature 


® = 
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—. - Which may more properly belong ico other than technital 
~~ >» Peguiations, There sre, of course, wilisclosed political 
_ _ompsiderations which niight and probably will re-act 
-\egsinst agreement being feached on the lines sugcested 
_- by Israel, but the latter's proposal for co-operation 
} this issne*has gone to the Mixed Armistice Commission for 
nsideration and discussion, and copies of the Israel Note 
subject -have been sent to the Goverments of 
ted Kingdom and: the U.S.A, | 
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MEMORANDUM Tor: 
The Secretary, . 
Devartment of 


Isrsel/Transjoman relations. 


"Jncidents" and clas hes-at-ams between 
Israel and Trans jordan troops continue ta occur with frequency 
on the frontier, and there are daily rer sorts, by both sices, 
of incursions by irreculars, and, by Israel, of bands of 
armed infiltrators carrying out predatory raias deep into 
Israel territory. 


2. iany of these breaches of the Israel/ Trans jotmdaen 
Armistice are taking place in the vicinity of Jerusalem, 
which, for the past month or six weeks, has been a particularly 
unhealthy and disturbed area. On July 17th 2951, the Arab 
Legion High Command issued @ StATEement enumerating and 

giving particulars of twelve recent pene trations into Jordan 
territory by units of the Israel Army - raids in Connection 
with which the Arab Legion allege that it had irrefutable 
evidence of their being planned in advance by the Israel 

Army Command, for "specific volitical and military purposes”. 
Instances were cited of Israel Army units firing a dozen or 
so mortar bombs into an Arab village a few miles west of 
Betnliehem - Wadi Fudan; of an Israel patrol penetra’ ting 

some kilometres into Jordan territory, throwing a few hand 
grenades intO a village and then making off; of sporadic 
Israel rifle fire by Israel troops into Arab areas adjacent to 
"no-mans-land" and so on. 


= Israel, on its part; has counter-cha 

Jordan authorities on counts involving most i 

armed Arse marauders who heve crossec pose Ss 

deep into israel territory, carried out 

and, when detected or discoyere ed, have opened 

eivilian Israelis or israel Army units or bo. 

they might have been epted. n some ci ‘¢ Hel. 

@re accused of a few acts of throat-cutt ing. n the Israel 
Side of the “lines” sicinit Jerusalem, Israel 
householders living in ire reported to be 
“nervy” and “on-edrce” that the number of 
israel Army patrole in | augmented and the 
strength of individual 
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1 The news of the assassination of King Abdullah 
was received in Israel with incredulity, but, later, when 
the report was confirmed, with much excitement and no 
little astonishment. So far as i have heard, and 7 Wee 
in *Jerusal em (Israel) during the week-end, there were no 
incidents - except that a few people were hit by stray 
bullets, ricochets or bullets deliberately fired from the 


Old City. However, having regard to the natural excitement 


and Gisturbed. conditions prevailing in that City, the 


Isracl authorities took a wise and reasonable view of the 
occurrences and of the casualties, made no complaint and 
merely warned residents of Jerusalem tg avoid "signt- 
seeing in the vicinity of the frontier“and, as far as 
possible, to stay indoors. On Sunday, July 22nd, two 
days after the assassination of Abdullah, intermittent 
firing could still be heard in Jerusalem (Israel) from the 
direction of the Old City. | Jerusalem, Isracl, and the 
Old City are, of course, separated only by a hundred yards 
or so at the most, and, in many places, by a distance of 


feet only. 


Qs I learned yesterday, July 22nd 1951, from the 
British and American Service Attaches, that, so soon as the 


rant 


news of King Abdullah's death wes confirmed in israel, 

orders were given to the Israel army and sir #orce to ‘ig tinna 
to"; all leave was gencelled; officers and Ale? veka on 
leave were recalled ana the garrison at Sarafand, 40 
kilometres from Jerusalem, vas strengthened b drafting in 

& mixed Brigade rrom another area. = ee 


30 Foreign observers in Israel, and especially 
Service Attaches, are watchinz the trend of military moves 
in this country very elosely and with much interest and 
eoncern, for it is remarked that it is not beyond the bounds 
of possibility, it it became known in Israel that the 
situation in the Ula Gity was complet ely out-of-hand, the 
Tsrael Army Commsne, on the pretext of cuarding tie Vailing 
Wall ana otner Holy Places from desecration, might decide 
+o move into the Old Oity. It is Known that the Arab 
Legion is occupied "somewnere in the region of the Trans- 
jordan/Syrian frontier", and it is felt that the operation 
of taking over the Old city could be accomplished with 
comparative ease by 4 numerically small but determined 
Force. Diplomatic cireles in Israel, in which this thought 
is being discussed, point out plea 22459 7 is si 
“based on chance remars dropped by hignsy -placed Isra 
ieegopmscharses tne course. of Rony ar Saeco ye aneeaee | 
ake “6 AY ; s a ioe > At . hit BE t iT = = is remamb: fel 8 + 
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the statement made by H.M.G. in the House of Commons 
Oh Avril 27th 1950, when the United Kingdom Government 
-xtended the provisions of the Anglo-@ordan Treaty of 
Alliance of 1948 to all territory incorporated in the 
Hashemite Kingdan of the Jordan and the provisione of 
that Treaty were specifically applied to the Old City 
of Jerusalem unless or untid the United Nations should 
themselves establish effective authority in that area. 


4. The situation, as I write, is very obscure 
but there is no evidence, at the moment, of actionon 
the above lines being taken by Israel, But it is a 
contingency which, in certain circumstances, might 
develop and, for that reason, is being borne in mind. 


O.C.fi. Fuhrman, 
Australian Minister. 
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3 Foreign oboservers in israel, and especially 
Service Attachés, are watching the trend of military moves 
in this country very closely and with much interest and 
eoncermm, for it is remsrked that it is-not beyons the bounds 
of possitility, if it became known in israel that the 
Situetion in the Uld City «as completely out-of-nand, the 
feree. Army Commend, on the pretext of »uarding the failing 
Wali anc otaer Holy Places from desecration, misht decide 
to move into the Old City. It i8 known that the Arab 
Legion is occupied “somewhere in the region of the Trans- 
jomien/Syrien frontier", and it is felt that the operation 
seis over the o]d City Gould be accomplished with 
mnerative «ase by &@ numerically small but determined 
ee. Diplomatic circles in [s‘ael, in which this thought 
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0.9.¥. Fuhrman, 
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In reply quate No P/2/ 23 AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


| ” vheis TEL aviv. LGrael,. 
Memo. nOs rau Sl, 13 th Jul y 19 51. 


MEMORANDUM Tor: 
The Secretary, | =F i, 
Department of Hxtermal Alita: 
JANBERRA. A.C. T. 


subject: Spontier incidents reported from rans jordan. 


LF Radio Ramallah has reported that an Israel 
patrol penetrated into gordan-held territory near the road 
to Bethlehem on the night of July 10th 1951. 


26 According to the Ramallah announcement, the 
patrol was repelled by National Guardsmen. There were no 
injured in the clash,.it said. 


3- A later Radio Ramallah report said that the 
@llesed attack took place at 12.50 &.m. on the date 
mentioned, at Husan village and that it involved 4 unit of 
10 Israel soldiers. Ramallah added that the battle lasted 
several hours ami that Jordan has lodged a protest with the 
Mixed Arnistice Commission. 


uu. Residents of Bet Safafa and Mahanat (Malha) 
villages have reported that a numper of shots were fired 
into their villages by unknown persons on July 10th. 

The villages are on the border south-east of Jerusalem. 


aw awa 
ran Ws, spe: 
W. Rohmans 


Australian Minister. 
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MEMORANDUM Tor: 


The Secretary, 
Department of Bxternal Affairs, 
CAN BERRA. A.G.T. 


Subject: Border incidents - Tsrael/Transjordan- 


During the weex anaed July 9th 1951, several 
porder jncidents securred in tne Musrara quarter or 
Jerusalem, where, oF one occasion, arab Legion troops 
were said to have shot at and wounied three Jews on 
the Israel side of the border. a Pew days earlier, > 
¢+wenty-four year old immigrant was shot and killed in 
the same arca- Tsrael has lodged & eomplaint with 
the Nixed Armistice Commission. 


: Transjordan has reported to the Commission 
that, on July Eth 1951, israeli troops opened fire from 
positions 4n Musrara av erowds in front of the Damascus 
Gate in the Ola city of Jerusalem. Several casualties 
were reported. Incidentally; if this report be truce —- 
that the Jews onened fire on the Damascus Gate, they 
eoula scarcely avoid inflicting casualties, for it is 
at this comparatively small Gate that thousands of 
people converge daily to enter the Old City- 


Jt 


o.c.W. Fubrmsn, 
Australian Minister. 





UNITED NATIONS 


: PAS = \ GENERAL 
= 0 eng 28/ |¢ 10 July 1951 
-OUNCIL YS : 


ORTGINAL: ENGLISH 


LETTER DATED 6 JULY 1951 FROM THE ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE HASHIMITE KINGDOM OF THE JORDAN TO THE 
UNITED STATES ADDRESSED TO THE SECKETARY-GENERAL 


"Ihave the honour to refer to our meeting on Tuesday, 19 June 1951, and to 
reguest the release to the honoureble delegates at the United Nations of the 
cablegrem sent to Your Excellency on 7 June 1951, by the Jordanian Minister for 
Foreign Affaira, concerning the complaint of the Hashimite Kingdom of the Jordan 
against Israel for the interference of the latter.with the natural flow of the 
waters of the River Jordan, together with the report of the Jordanian Director . 
of Lands ‘and ‘Surveys which I presented, at the meeting referred to above, with — 
a& map illustrating the report on the selinity of: the River Jordan, 

With respect to the presentation of the case to the Security. Council, I 
shall notify Your Excellency of the reply of the Jordanian Government immediately 
upon its Se ' 


. (Signed) -; Dr. Y. HAIKAL 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 





ANNEX I il 
CABLEGRAM DATED 7 JUNE 1951 FROM THE JORDANTAN MINISTER ™_ 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE SECRETARY , CONCERNING 
THE WATERS OF THE RIVER “JORDAN 


t 7 
‘ 


I have honour request Your Excellency place on record following complaint 
and protest conceming infringement by Israeli Authorities against riparian 
rights of Eashemite Kingdom Jordan, and take immediate steps ordering stoppage 
this aggression, Investigations carried out by Jordan Government experts 
established fact that Government Israel held up natural flow of River Jordan at 
southern outlet Lake Tiberias, namely at Degeniye Jewish settlement iying Isracli 
territory, aeith 

= "Quantity water thus held up estimated at 528, 500,000-cubic metres per.annum, 
a quantity which hitherto: been used irrigation purposes in Jordan valley south. 
Lake Tiberias in Jordan territory, ‘Logs this water hed caused considerable R 
increasé in salinity of waters River J orien Seether aus lowering ite water 
level, : - | Tsai : 

Seven pumps situated immediately mort of Palestine Electric Corporation. 
reservoir fortiing part of Jdel Fower Station and which now also operated by 
Israslis support Jordan Government contention, Amount! of water removed by. 
operation estimated 31 309,000 cubic metres Der &nnim,. - sas 

Abnormal rise in salinity has become catastrophic to cultivators who ‘take 
irrigetion water by pumps on both sides River Jordan in Jordan territory. 
Salinity its waters during British Mandatory period never excecded 300 parts per 
million = permissible maximum for irrigation under Jordan valley soil conditions = 
whereas toots carried by Jordan Government experts during past three montha 
showed this salinity have risen 1,130 parte per million et Allenby Bridge on 
Amman Jerusalem Highway, 

Seams disastrous salinity moreover decisively precluding all schemes of 
Palestine Arab refugees settlement in Jordan valley, 

Unless prompt action taken to prevent this illegal interference by Israel in 
free flow of River Jordan at Deganiys, the general economy of Jordan Kingdom 
bound be seriously affected and all further development in irrigation from river 
Must cease, 


/I shall be 





8/2236 
_ Page 3 


I shall be grateful: therefore if you kindly inform me at parLiest possible 
of measures which you will take to stap ahd prevent* continuance this grave 
interference in normal flow: of waters River Jordan caused Ld Norra aot 


flagrant contravention of international. lav.: oP ARATE 


= 


i tt 2 : Anastas HANANIA =: . 4, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 


mn 


& 





ANNEX IL 
REPORT OF TEE JORDANIAN DIRECTOR OF LANDS AND SURVEYS TO THE 
JORDANIAN MINIGTER OF FINANCE AND BCONORY 

I have the honour to poport that I "proceeded ot the Palestine Electric 
Corporation Poyer Station at Fike 61 Majami on 12 May in order to. Anveatigate. ©) the, 
eauges for the serious drop ifthe discharge of the River Jordan, which was... 
thought to be responsible for the high salinity of the water of the river now 
prevailing between Jisr Sheikh Husein and the Dead Sea, 

The investigation. on the 2 _aEOt. brought to light the following facts relating 
to the reservoir Perniteie part of the Fower Station, 

1, The Arab Legion guard, who has been stationed at the P.E.0. works 

for two and a half years stated that as a rule the level of the reservoir 

remained constant within narrow limits, falling slightly during the day 

ani rising again at night, This agrees with my own observations on ny 

- Occasional Visits to the place, 

@, The Irrigation Officials present stated the variation in the level was 

probably due to the operation of Jewish pumps, stated to be seven in 

number, which are located on the north bank of the River Yarmuk for the 

purpose of raising water on to the lands of the Jewish settlement of 

Ashdot Yacor, 

3. Three of the sluices attached to the penstocks leading to the turbine 

of the P,E,C, were leaking badly. 

kh. As the reservoir is being continually replenished by the full flow of 

the Yarmuk and as the level remains constant it is clear that the 

reservoir, at the level obtaining at the time of inspection, does not 

effect the volume of water flowing from the Yarmuk into the Jordan since 

at this level a state of equilibrium had been reached where the volume of 

water leaking through the sluices and the escape channel equals the 

discharge of the Yarmuk, 

5. A comparison of the discharge measurements taken in the Yermuk above 

Adasiya and in the Jordan at Jisr Sheikh Husein sixteen kilomstres down 

stream from the confluence of the two rivers is shown in the table 

subjoined, 
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th, will ve seen. from the above <¢tscharge ‘moasurementa: that-exeépt forthe: 
loth and 26th.of April the discharge of the Jordan at this point was ‘approximately 
equivalent to the discharge of the Yarmuk after makistg sllovatioes for ther wciter’: 
absorbed by the, Adagiya canal and the Jewish-pumpays evel os) he 
- Zhe only..conclusion that can be drawn from these figures:is that fax peviods 
vhich may. be Jeng ox. siort the gates at Deganiya interfere-with the normal /flow 
of the Jordan at ity ontlet from Lake Tiberias, ac : Pig FATY 
Be is. S166, siGAticant, that a.ptudy, of the.diacharge rer ota. 5b Degantya for . 
the. months. of as Ueth and May in 1936 after a:isearon:.of poor veinfe.2 {h7-pex: cent’ 
below. nermal. tn the Butea Area) Sue that. the rverage discharge dining April vas: 
Ted re per second and for Nar 59 le iesoorvs: -In. whew of she «limatic aralogna 
for. the. reiny, seasons of 4935=1956 ete. iL 1b may be sasumeall ches; provided 
there was 6 free flow through the Dogariva wluice gaves, the discharge of the ~~ 
Jordan during the months of April ani May 1951 should be of the same order, and 
the combined flow of the:Jordan and the Yarmuk at Jisr Sheikh Husein should 
average at least 1,5 v3 Per second in April and 13 we per second in May, 
; In its course between Leake Tiberias and the Dead Sea the Jordan receives 
increments from saline drainage and springs particularly in the middle reaches 
which, however, are diluted normally by the fresh water from Lake Tiberias and 
the Yarmuk to the extent that the resulting salinity during the Mandatory period 
never exceeded 300 parts per million (the permissible maximum for irrigation 
under Jordan Valley soil conditions) even during periods of low discharge, 
Salinity tests of the Jordan water are now being made regularly at Jisr 
Sheikh Hussein, Jisr Damiyh and the Allenby Bridge, the results of which are 
tabulated as follows: 
Date § ALLENBY BRIDGE 
ion 


k 3 7 23/3/51 952 
eet oH, 23/31/24 1132 
28 = as a / 3 6/4/51 969 

13/4/52 999 
20/4/51 yan 
28/1/51 982 


/It 48 clear 
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it is clear -therefore.that the reduction in the normal flow of the Jordan by 
Glosing the sluice gates controlled by the Jews at Deganiya has increased the 
salinity of the river to such an’ extent as to make drrigation no Longer feasible 
between Jisr Sheikh Husein and the’ Dead Sea, 

The consequsnces arising from this abnormal increase in the salinity of the 
Jordan. can only be described as disastrous to the existing cultivators taking 
irrigation water by pumps on both sides of the river, but also it effectively and 
decisively precludes all achemes of refugee settlement in the Jordan Valley, I 
am informed by the United Nationa . Relief énd Works Agency for Palestine Refugesa 
in the Near East that it has under. active consideration four schemes in this 
area, each one dependent on pumping yater from the river. Private enterprise is 
also engaged in developing land in the Big with the intention of pumping water 
from the same source, 

Therefore, unless immediate action is taken by Government to prevent the 
existing unwarrented intarferance in the free flow of the river at Deganiya, the 
economy of Jorden will be seriously affected and all further development depending 
on irrigation from the River Jordan must cease, 


For easy reference I attach & map on which is shown all places pentioned in a 
this report, 


(Signed) G.F, WALPOLE 
~ "Pfrector of Lands and aaee 





Map Uhestratirg Report on Sehimty of the Jordan 
ANNEX ITT From Jiar Sh. Heseim to the Dead Ses 


Alfienty Budge 


- j 


cen eam by Biv apt af Dede 0 Breage wf the Rar, PPA 





/7 


WP = DEPARW AEN? OF EXTERNAL AIFAIRS. CANBERRA. ey /. 
: | 1 /2< 
Name of Pauper, * 8 8 ® , * « Mile Now « « fe , ap 5 a 


Yudlished Ate | DAGCe «/ s/h 


* é . * 


ere { MEASURES along her borders with the 

ritory by th ollowing increase breaches of Jordan ter- 
‘rab Legion headquarters have reported 

live (reaches) erritory by the Jevs within a wee lr, 





2 


In repty gootr vo. A/2o/l. | AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 


Memo. No. 667/51. ved - J | TeL aviv, Israel. 
20th June, 1951. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, 
Department of External AffairTs 
CANBERRA. A.C hb 


Subject: Bartley Crum gives a fillip to israeli 
territorial aspirations. 


1. Bartley Crum, the American author of 

tpehind the Silken Curtain" and sometime a member 

of the Anglo-American Committee on Palestine, is 
visiting Israel and doing 4 lot of writing for the local 
press and speaking in public. 


>. Rvery Saturday evening, “Kol Israel", the 

Israel broadcasting network, features what is known 4S 

the "Vocal Newspaper" - a series of five minute. talks by 
visitors of eminence or by local persons of note. 

Bartley Crum spoke on Saturday, June 16th, and, in the 
course of his remarks, said that “the maintenance of 
Jordan forces in Palestine territory constitutes a violation 
of the Mandate". He stressed that he did not believe in 
the possibility of a truc- and stable peace between israel 
ana the Arab States so long as the borders of Israel 

were not identical with those of Mamiatory Palestine west 
of the Jordan River. "Only the State of Tsrael, trom an 
economic and security point of view, is likely to remain 

a stable political factor in the Miadle Hast", he said — 
and added, “It is logical that the State of Israel accepts 
'temporarily' the existing frontiers." 


3. Somewhat mischievous statements by 4 visitor. 


i\ex i gone 

Ne 
0.6.1. Fuhrman, 

Austrslian Minister. 


_ 


-National Archives of Australia NAA: A1838, 175/11/29-PART 2 





e 


In reply quote No. P/17/14. AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
TEL AVIV. 
Memo No. 654/51. 


for:- 


The Secretary, __ 
Department of External Affairs, 
CANE ERE As A.C.Te 


— = = 


Another clash between Israel and 
Trans jordan Army units. 


le A frontier clash occurred on June 14th 
1951, near Kafr Jammal - twenty miles south of 
Nablus, when Israel Army units and a detachment of 
the Transjordan National Guard came into conflict. 


2. The Israel Army report is that Arab she- 
pherds and their flocks penetrated into Israel 
territory in the Triangle border area. They were 
accompanied by a detachment of tne Tranjordan 
National Guard which opened fire when challenged 
by an Israel patrol. The Arabs were driven back 
across the frontier. There was a lengthy exchange 
of fire in the course of which both sides sustained 
some casualties - an undisclosed numbere 


30 The Transjordan version is that, when 

Arab shepherds were watering their flocks near the 
village of Jammal, they were ambushed by ebout fifty 
Israeli soldiers. The Jordan National Guard unit 

on duty in the area hurried to the scene of firing and 
engaged the Israel troops - killing several and 
wounding "a number". Jordan sources do not disclose 
how the engagement ended. 


Reser 
0.C.W. Fuhrman, 
Australian Ministere 
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Jordan-Israel Negotiations. t oun { att fer > 
. ! ra il 
Throughout the year intermittent negotiations Hass 
bean conducted between Israel and King Abdullah and his 
emissaries. The terms of these negotiations have usually bsen 
along the lines of (a) a five year non-aggression pact; 
(b) the fixing of existing frontiers; (ec) the opening of 
trade between the two countries and a free zone in Haifa for 
Jordan, with transit rights in return for Israel; and (d) access 
to the Wailing Wall and to Mount Scopus. These direct negotiations 
inolude proposals for the partitioning of Jerusalem in con- 
tradiction of the United Nations plan for internetionalisation. 


Jerusalem. 


Ons of the outstanding problems affecting Israel- 

Jordan relations is that of Jerusalem. The United Nations 
Assembly and its special committees hseve repeatedly put forward 
proposals for internationalisation of the city. Neither Jordan 
nor Israel are prepared to accept such 4 solution, Israel 
elaiming that jnternetionalisation would disfranchise 100,000 
Tsraelis in Jerusalem. Modified proposals for international 
supervision of the Holy Places, heave been rejected by Jordan. 
As only two of the 36 Holy Places are in Israel, such a 
measure would obviously favour Israel, 6s it would require the 
surrender by Jordan to the international authority of much 
territory that is of strategic importance in the defence of 

Jerusslem and West Jordan. Failure of the United Nations to 
produce any new resolution concerning Jerusalem and the Holy 

i Pleces has generally been interpreted in Jordan 4s 4 victory 
for Jordan over the other Arab states, who have constantly 

“pressed for internationalisation of the city. 


Border Incidents. 7 
There has been a continuation throughout the year 
of border incidents involving the shooting and kidnapping of 
Arabs and Jews. There were however two major olashes which 
have caused 4 deterioration in Jordanian-Israeli relations. 
The first was in August when Jgewish forces occupied an island 
in the area of Rutenburg power station at the confluence of 
the Yarmuk and Jordan rivers (at Jisr Majami). The area in 
yestion was never part of Palestine and had formed part of 
Transjordan territory though Jews maintsined that the disputed 
area was shown -as belonging to them on maps signed by Arab 
military representatives at the Rhodes Armistice. Tsraeli 
forces later withdrew confining their activities to patrols 
sovering the ares in question. The second clash came on ond 
December when troops of the Arab Legion establishsd a road 
plock on 4 diversion from the main supply road to Hlath in the 
ea of Ain Gharandal on the Wadi Araba and which the Jordan 
sovernmant elaimed ran through Jordan territory. Troops 
accompanying an Israeli convoy attempted to foree the block 
ana opened fire. An Armistice Commission order to cease fire 
was carried out by both sides. The matter was referred to the 
Armistice commission who investigated the rival claims, 
weanwhile, at the time of writing (January 1951) Israeli 
traffic continues to use the diversion. 
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Movement in the west bank fostered by followers of 

Haji Amin el Hussaini and aided »b) eertain state members 

of the Arab League, and by Communists against the holding 

se elections for a common Ferliament. But large proportion 
of electorate voted and more interest shown in the elections 
than in east bank. 


Parliament opensd on 24th April « s Council of Notables 
i) appointed by the King and a Council of Representatives 
(40). Seats in theory equally divided between east. and 
west banks, but actually west predominated. 


Unanimous vote in favour of the union of the two parts 
of the Kingdom and Ast given royal assent immediately. 


Tnited Kingdom recognised union end made the Anglo-Jorcan 
Treaty of Alliance applicable to the whole. 


Numerous ministerial crises during the yeare 


In April, Tewfis Fashs wes replaced as premier by 
ssid Pasha el Murti. 


ssid Pasha resigned in December following the Wadi 
Arabeah (with Israel) incisent snd was succeeded by 
Sami Fashe Rifai. 


fresence of delecates fro: wast benk made Parliament less 
subservient to the King and his ministers. 


Roth the Notebles and Representatives were firm in their 
opposition to any sontaots with the Israeli authorities. 


Tinea took over in Mey the responsibility for the care 
and resettlement of Palestinian refugecs,. Number or 
destitute refugees at end of year greater than at the 
beginning; +heir morale and discipline deteriorated. 


Red Transjordsn law making Communism {llezal was applied 
to west bank, 


There also existed in Orthodox Shristiahn quarters sous 
support for Russia. 


Foreicn Affairs. 


Treaties of friendship gigned with Persia, Spain sand 
Atehsnisten. 


Tirst meeting of Joint Defence Board provided for in the 
Anglo-Jorden Treaty took pisce st Amman in November 1950, 


Jorden maintained opposition to scheme for internstiongl- 

fjsation of Jerucalex, Failure of United Nations to procnes 
a new decision about future of Jerusalem was regardsd local 
as se yviotory for Jorden. 


Torden declined to sien “ollective Security Fact. * 


Stronger west bank influence in Parliament was strongly 
against the renewal of discussions with Israclis as 
éttempted by Abdullah. | 
yisr vajemi incident in september. Jordan's appeal to, | 
Security council re jected, : 
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P/12/9. 
Memo. Ho. 553/51. 


MswOand DUR rors 


fhe Secretary , 
Department of Hxternes atTairs, 
2 NBSRRA. ao i 


Subject: Israel indepenatcence vi) lebrations in 
. Jerusal ei - LOE Alm, rPaerTace ats disolay b 
the israeci ir Force. 


i. Israel's Independence Day, May 11th 1951, was 
marized in Jerusalem by, among ones things, @ parade of - 
Israel Army units and of weaports of war possessed by 
israel, anc by a display by the Israel Air Force. 


<S { had as & gussi to luncheon on Sunday, Ney 
13th, ,the Minister for the Netherlands, Jonhser van 

Xarn eveek, who lives in Jerusalem, [srael, ana “ho, in 
addition to being eccredited to leraci, is also Consul- 
Generul for the Netheriancs in Trans) orcan. van Aarne dbee«k 
told me that He witmessea votn the israel Army Barade and 
the Air Force disoley ami mentiones that ie counted twanty 
Sherman tanks in the "March Past’; also that, in the 
evolutions oerformed by Jpitiise Pisht spa of the [eraci Air 
Force, those aircraft Liew wei- over Jordan territory - in 
fact, according to van sarnmedecs, they peu trated some 

miles over Transjordan. He remar«ed that tire number of 
Sherman tants on dispiay was ver, interesting - especially 

a8 it is always the Government of lsrael by which the Loudest 
complaint is mace about «¢.pt possess sing this type of vehicle. 
i found interest, however, in specu. ‘ting on Now many more 
are held in reserve by this r 


3» fhe British Minister, Sir “nox Heim, dined with 
me the same evening, and | told him of Van Rapnapess'® 
visit and wheat we discussecc. is to the penetration of 
[srael aircraft over Joraan ee Helm said he had that 
day spoken officially to tie isPrec: foreizn Orfice about this 
matter, since it constituted 4 gross Db: each of the Armistice 
Agreement es no application faa been made by Israel to the 
imited Nations Truce Supervisory Somaission for permission 
to fly fighter craft in the Jerusalem area; Hor was + 
permiésion Fengpe oi the Transjordan authorities, through, af 
eourse, the United Natio: 15, vo 2 ‘hoses crart in that area 
For display purp: 1888 or to cross ye frontier into Jordan - 45 
would douvtless be inevitable in munoeuvring fest-moving 
aircraft flowa near the border. rhe farael Foreign Office 
after consulting isrsei army Pesuquarters, amit Lec pea ere 
ami somewhat Lanely saic "they thought ne butan ion unne essary” 
Helm seid he pointed out to the “oreign Office that, if 
TranSjordan fighter craft had breached the Lsreel/ Jordan 
frontier, israel fighter craft would have been airborne in 4 
matter of minutes and would doubticss have engaged the 
trespassing “enemy" planes. He also suggested tuat, if 
Jordan planes, civilia or service, had flown over Israel 
territory, Ierael senti-sircrsft batteries would most f° sito 
: gone into acti an. The British Minister Invited t 
Teraei Poreign Office to remember Great Britain's ebligations 
2 Pegard to the Jordan frontier - 4 suggestion #h ich, I 


1 pak a he NPFS well received. gant 
chives: Of Australia - NAA- A420 
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% ISRAEL-JORDAN ‘“ 
BORDER CLASH 


TEL AVIV, Friday 

Tarae] and Jordan accused each 
lother yesterday of provoking 4 
frotitier incident near Hebron, 
five miles South-West of Jerusa- 
lem. 

Each side claimed to have béea- 
ten off the others attacks and to 
ihave inflicted casualties. 

Israel reported that two Israe!, 
soldlers had beén wounded. Jor-, 
jan said that one Arab shepherd’ 
ihad been Injured. 

The United Nations’ Mixed 
Armistice Commission is expec- 
\ted to investigate the incident. 

Meanwhile, the Syrian Govern- 
ment has protested: for: the sec- 
ond time to the United Nations 
observers against alleged viodla- 
tion by Israel of the Security 
Council's instructions to stop| 
dyaining the Huleh marshes— 
Fouble spot on the Israell- 
Syrian frontier. ji | 
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ISRAELI BORDER DISPUTES. Ropros2ntativos of tho Israol- 
Jorden Mixod Armistice Commission hava had talks about tho 
rocont frentior incidonts near Hebron. Soth sidss claim to 
have boaten off unprovekoed attacks and to havo inflictod 
casualtics. i 

The chairman of tho U.N. Armistico Commission, Genoral 
Riley, has had talks with Isracl Government officials. Raports 
from Tol Aviv say thoy discussed tho recont incidonts on the 
Israoli-Syrian frontior and tho forthcoming mouvting of tho 
Armistica Commission. 
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ISRAEL, JORDAN SETTLE 22 COMPLAINS 


Jerusalem (Israel), in Hebrew to Israel and the Neer East, 
Apr. 26, 1951, 1730 GMT--K Pikes tas it 


(Text) = 
"The mixed Israeli-Transjordenian Armistice Commission beld tro 
sessions in Jerusalem today, one official session end one unofficitl. 
At the official session considerable progres6 Was echieved and 22 
complaints from both sides were struck. from the-agenda. Among others, 
two complaints concerning the recent incidents in the regions of 
Hebron end Letrun in the vicinity of the villages of Idne and Budrus 
were discussed. ' 


ith respect to the clash in the Hebron region the Commission (decided) 
that both sides had crossed the Armistice Line, and it adopted two 
resolutions: Both sides shall introduce stricter control over their 
‘citizens ond shell sonéuct (surprise) tours on both sides of the border, 
if possible with the participation af the UN. staff. 


"As to the incident which occurred netr Budrus, it was (agreed) that 
the Transjordan forces had (begun) the violation of the Armistice 
although one might say almost in error, because. the .thing happened 
through lsck of demarcation of the exast place of the Armistice Line. 
The woulded Isreeli soldier who was taken prisoner by the Arab Legion 
will be returned &s soon 4s his condition permits this, probably at 
the beginning of mext weeke * --° 


MThe chairman of the Commission, on behalf of the United Nations, in 
thie connection declared that the Israeli delegation had been right 

in its argument at the previous session that Isracl had discontinued 

the survey of the Armistice Line only because the sccuriy situction 

in the region had deteriorated. The chairmen. requested thet the work 
on the demarcation of the lines be resumed soon. The Israeli delegation 
agreed to resume this work immediately. The Transjordinisn delegation 
will give its reply next week. : 


officiel meeting it was sgreed among other things that the 
Jerusalem electric company shell be allowed to.retrieve equipment 

ares remained in the no man's land Sree near the Jaffa Gate. The 
wis any will use this equipment in Israeli territory. It was further 
sacar that the owners of an Arab. (garege) shell be permitted to 
gE equipment which had remeined in the no man's land near the 
ae ote. The Commission will meet again in unofficial session 
es 2? and in official session one day later. 


"At the un 
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Meeting of isracli-jordanian .mmistioe Comittee 


Possanin vacate radis disolosed that at ao meeting on the 19th the Ismeli- 
‘settled thro Baas Committee removed from its egenda 15 comlsints which had been 
ing the ENaae ezeoh SonbeOts between the two sides, Jordan's comlaint concern- 
ested1i ing of two "infiltrators" was also removed, aftor it had been 

Ste Shed that there was no connection between this mtter end the ,misticc 
~Greement, The Committee decided to extend the agreement on cooperation between 
the local commanders to Ist June, after a fex practical amendments had been made, 
Both delegations expressed their satisfaction at the decrease in border incidents 
during tho lost two months, and their regret at the wids publicity given to the 
few incidents Which h-d scourred, It was stated that the .mb shopherd who was 
detaine? with his herd in Israeli territory in the Beit Jibrin area on the 15th 
would be returmed to the Jordanian authorities, who would take the necessary legal 
action agsinst him, The Ismeli saldier who was wounded in Ismeli territory 
near the village of Budrus on the 13th would be returned to Ismel as svon as hs 
Was in a fit state to be moved, 


One of the UN represontatives was quoted as stating that, when he took 
part ina joint patrol of officers from both sides, he enesuntered a group of about 
25 Arab infiltrators, most of whom were armed, e few hundred metres inside Ismeli 
territory; among them were four members sf the Jordanian National Guarc, The 
UN represenative added that he hed observed ureb herds grazing on Israeli territory 
and plots of land which had undoubtedly been ploughed by .mbs from across the 
border. The Jordanian representative promised that his Govermaent would do its 
best to prevent infiltreatisn. In this conncetion, the Isracli representative 
demanded thet the Jordanian National Guard in the frontier zones should be replaced 
py regular soldiers. He pointed sut that the Nationel Guardsimn had often oaused 
rather than prevented incidents, 


The meeting was conducted in a cordial atmosphere, the Jordanian 
ation emphasising that ocoasional border incidents could not affect the 


cor " betacen two countrics, 


ext meeting of the Armistice Committee would take place on 
n : 


The 
| rile About seve n kme of @ jckm. sector of the border in the Bei 
z6tn of d so far been demarcated. 


qe pea ha | 
spre (Israel in Hebrew 17-30 and in English 19015, 19.4.51--FBIS) 
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TSRAEL 
Apr. 20; 1951. 
CLASH BETWEEN JORDAN AND SYRTA REPORTED —_—. 


Jerusalem, World Zionist Organization, in English to the Diaspora, 
Apr. 19, 1951, 2100 GMT--H 


(Text) 


"Mafraq--Clashes took place today between a Transjordan Arab Legion 
patrol and a Syrian Army patrol on the border between Transjordan and 
| Syria in the area of Mafraq. Casualties were reported from both sides." 


ISRAEL, JORDAN SETTLE BORDER DISPUTES 


Jerusalem (Israel), in English to Israel and the Near East, Apr. 19, 
1951. 1915 GMT--K 


(Text) 


"The Israel-Transjordan Mixed Armistice Commission met for 4 hours in 
Jerusalem today and decided to strike off 15 complaints from its agenda, 
These had previously been settled informally by the senior members of 
the Commission.. The agreement on cooperation between local commanders 
on both sides of the border was prolonged till the first of June after 
certain amendments were made in the light of the experience accumulated - 
in the past 2 months. 


"Both delegations expressed their satisfaction at the progress achieved 
in tracking down border incidents and regretted that the few that had 
occurred had been exaggerated in the press. The Arab shepherd who 

was detained with his herd in Israel territory in the Beit Jibrin area 
last Sunday will be returned to the Trans jordan authorities, who will 
+ake the necessary legal action against him. 


"The Israel soldier who was wounded in Israel territory near the 
village of Budrus last Friday will be returned to Israel as soon as 
he is in a fit state to be moved. The Transjordan delegation gave 
its assurance that he had been receiving the best medical attention. 
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ithe U.N. Chairman of the Commission, (Col. Taxis), pointed out that 
much still remains to be done to improve conditions on the border, He 
related how, 2 days ago, accompanied by members of the Commission, he 
had himself suddenly come across a group of some 20 Arabs, most of them 
armed, within Israel territory. These included four men of the National 
Guard. An Arab Legion officer who was with them chased them back 
immediately to Transjordan territory. But, (Col. Taxis) added, had an 
Israel patrol come on the infiltrators unexpectedly it might have led 
+o a clash with serious casualties. (Col. Taxis) also pointed out 
that he himself had seen Arab flocks in Israel territory as well as 
plots of land which had undoubtedly been cultivated by Arabs from 
across the border. 


!The Transjordan delegates admitted the fact that land had been culti- 
vated by infiltrators in Israel and promised to do all in their power 
to stop illegal crossings in the future. Tt was hoped that the demar- 
cation of the line in this area would help prevent such crossings. 


"Tm this connection the Israel delegation brought up a elause in 
the agreement of the Deputy Chiefs of Staff who had agreed that the 
borders be guarded by regular troops. The Israel delegate said that 
the Transjordan National Guard very often caused rather than prevented 
incidents by firing on Israel patrols trying to arrest infiltrators. 


nToday's meeting was conducted throughout in a cordial atmosphere, 

with the Transjordan delegate emphasizing that occasional border 
ineidents could not affect the good relations between the two countries. 
The next meeting of the Commission will be held on Thursday, Apr. 26. 
Israel was represented at today's meeting by Sgan Aloof Ramati and 

Rav Seren (Edelman). The Transjordan representatives were Ahmad Bey 
Khalil and Maj. (Sadiq Bey Sarah). " 


PAPER SEES WEST READY TO APPEASE ARABS 


Jerusalem (Israel), in Hebrew to Israel and the Near East, Apr. 19, 
1951, 1030 GMT--K 


(Excerpts) 


NHATZOFEH’ thinks that the attitude of the Syrian representative in 
the Security Council and the intensive propaganda against Isarel 
which the Arabs are now conducting in the United States indicate an 
effort to undermine Israel's position in general and to encroach upon 
our rights in the demilitarized zone in particular. 
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In reply quote No. P/ 17/10. : 3 erat Aviv TB rae 1 


Memo. 391/51. rE THYS 6th Avril, 1951. 


MEMORANDUM Yor: 


The Secretary, | | 
Department of External arfairs, 


Subject: An important visitor to Israel - Sir 
| Alee Kirkbride, British iiinister to 
Transjordan. 


Sir Alec Kirkbride, British Minister to Fransjordan, 
is at present on a two-day visit to [Israel and is staying 
with the British Minister - Sir nox Helm. 


2. Political-circles in Israel remark that this is the 
first visit of the British Minister in Jordan to israel and 
that his visit is being followed with interest. jt is 
linked with “some sort of political activity" relating to 
Isracl—Joraan relations, 


aig Kirkbride, whom. I met at the house. of the British 
Minister yesterdsy, is regarded in Israel as a “political 
figure of first rank" ih Amman and is known as the pérson who 
'Géhind the scenes, drafts Jordan's external and internal 
policies", He is a close personal friend of King Abdullah 
and has served in Palestine since 191/. He was appointed to 
Amman in 1959. 


4. This evening, April 6th, Kirkbride is to meet 

tne following at dinner at the Britisn Minister's residence: 
The Israel Minister for Fforeien Affaire, Mr. Moshe Sharett, 
who is coming out of hospital specially for the occasion; 

Dr. Walter Bytan, Director-General o: the Israel Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs and General Yadcin, Chief of Staff orf the 
iSracl orces. Jewsospers in Israel are speculating on the 
reason for this visit, and are aSsuminyg that Airkbride is nere 
to negotiate & solution of the Transjordan/Israel problems. 


5. T am to stay with Kirkbride in ammnanh next weer ang, 
oh thst cecasion, shall probably leara more or his Visit to 
Terasel. 
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Jordan Claims Clash 
Near Nebi Samvwil 


Thcdio «Ramallah reporied 
vesterday 
Rilied sind 
@cl. when 
entered Jordin terrilors itt 
fhe vicinity of the radir 
tion near Nebl Samwil 
af Jerusalem on Tuesany 

The Jows were found 

ihr 
official 
has: ben bouped wl 
raci-Jardan Mixed oA 
Commission, ihe miport 
elarcd 
‘Plane Flights’ 

"SA=Dittn"” reported yester- 
day that Jordan complains on 
the “frequent flight of Teratl 
plancs over Jordan territery” 
and the “thefis of large flocks 
of sheep," were discussed at 
3 M.A.C. sub-committee meett- 
itig on Tuesday. The search 
foe persons missing on botn 
sldvs oof the armistice Une> 
wee also taken uf it-- 48 
sailed, 

NEABS 
Beduin of 
who arrived 
week. clalmed i were eX= 
peliel from ! Beersheba 
grga- by A complaint 
hes been -lodged with the 
Wived Armiztice Commission, 
it Wos Sd 

On April, 10, 85 Palestine 
Arsh refugecs pre to bo Tt- 
patrinted via Ras el Nakura, 
aecording to an ogreement be- 
tween Israel] and Lebanon, 
Zéoording to an ANA. regret 
from. Belrut 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
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Beit Jibrin Incidents 


Transjora: ah Israeli rai (in Hebrevy 18s 30,15. 3.51) reparted that gee taeee ae 
iuodascte iene Commissi n esntinuca its Giscussicons of the e es less 
Of such 3 zy. decided thet bath sides hac acted illegally onc that the = De ae ae 
thes ass oL at “nts Should be prevented. It therefore decided thet ae ee : 
be tye crave ust be ¢ er rly marked ond thet airect telephonic communication 

en the Tare e13 vills; se of Beit Jibrin and the "Transjordan" village of 
 Terkonia) would be esteblished so that ait local military coruuanders could make 
gan vaOS with eéch Stes when necessary. umpnien listeners to the Isrneli radio 
(18.00, 17.35.51), after being informed of the rmistice Gonmmission's decision, 
were rowinded that an irregular Isreeli formetion had entered the "Trensjorden" 
Villare of IS ana after ..rab infiltrators from a "Trans jor2an" hed reverteily pene- 
trated into garded territory anc comrultted and rebbery. The 
complaints mede ot the tine by the Israeli suthorities hed been: disregarded by 
'frensjordan" an moreover, nod recently stoppe: nai ng the neetings of the 
Commission. Only after the inhobitents of Kidna had experienced the methods used 
by £rtb infiltrotors in Isrseli frontier villoges had the Commissicn bean able to 
meet agein wit! the participation of the representatives of Israel, "Tr ansjorcan" 
and HOES s The resolution which was unanincusly appreved officially establishec 
thet the Israeli reaction was caused by the activities of —reh infiltrators and the 
indifference of the "Transjordan" frontier cunrds. 


In 6 commentery in Yidfish (Isrnel 17.00, 16.35.51), Ruben Rusinstein 
nsserted thot for many months "the legisnaries fron Transjordan énd ins struments or 
sf power of Abdullah's State" had taken part in iliecel tmugeling of. dae thieyes 
and bandits over the frontier. Dozens of complaints hrd been mac We 
uisSion, with no effect. - The Isrneli army then gon vo eae in 


iymistice Come. see 


BO iee LA nrunage " ane "Trens] 9raon suddenly pecamne term ibly tier on ; one wa 
Ti ny cooperating with t le ; Tarseli wari ny in re? saice or the Lt "oOntLer 2 

ion fh - : . ; 
to teke all necessary Weasures to cal infiltration ints Israeli + 

O bone tt . 


On the other hand, Beirut radio (11.00, 16.35.51 ~ FBIS) reported thet the 
Tsrreli-Jordenien Armistice Comission had passed a resolution "dencuncing Jewish 
bombrrdment of 6 certain arab villoge", which was régoerded as a breach of the 
armistice. The Jewish representrtivs was seid to have admitted this breach end 
underteken to prevent BH recurrence, Girtilear re aaa were brondcest by the Irooi 14h} 
and Saudi yrabian redios. (Baghdad d 05,00, 18.35.51 — FRIS and Saudi frabia 18.00, 
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J ORDAN-ISRAETL BORDER CLASHES BEFORE U.N. At the 
UeN. in Now York recont frontisr military actions 
by both Jordan and Israel havy bsoy condemned by 
tho Uev. lsragli-Jordan Armistico Vonmission. 

The Commission today adopted a resolution condemning 
Isracli sholling of an Arab villago on March 7th. 
But tho Yommission traced the incidont to eaesen 
viofmtions of ths armistico by Jordan residents, 
In ordsr to provent such incidonts in tho future 
tho Yommission ordored clear marking of frontior 
lines betwusn the two nations. | 
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Sth March, 1951, 


MEMORANDUM. for:- 


The Secretary, 
Department of Ex ernal Affairs, 
CAI BE: RRA f Le hu aie 


be 1s a Ser ef 


: Memorandum, 

on February 15th the Deputy Cr 
of the Israel and meee mies m 
ference, decided Soon measures to stop ar l 
took to prevent aeiiseatio: BekeEA the Ispael/ 
Trans jordan fronvie: eno, eater Coe on the part 
of regular and/or of their respective 
countries. Since th srauding practically 
stopped along the ntral stretches of 
the Tspacl/Jorden | bu Shes as dé 
noticeable casing of the BL tat On south of Jerusalem 
indeed Israel Army headquarters take a very serious 
view of the deterioration sc the situation over the 
past few weeks. The main concentration of the Jordan 
pandits and irregular fakes appears, at present, to 
be in the wastelands east of the Hartuv -— Bet Guvrin 
road where the population is much more jispersed than 
a the central@wea of this region. The map reference 

5 bhe Hartuv ~ Bet Guvrin road is approximately 
34° 57" E, x 31°35' N. as the central of the troubled 
srea- Bet Guvrin or, as it is known, Beit Jibrin. 


A The Jordan. 
operate in bands of 
mine roads, send organts 
territory to nurder aiand 
apparently well armed. 
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30 Over the past week israel hrmy ur 

heave been “conbing” the are “and @ nun iber o 
With these irreculars peer eacene ed. On several 
Successive days iseaet: Army vehicles have been blown-up 
when passing over “toads mined by the Arabs. A number 

er casualties were reported. 


lis The Jorcgan press report that following 

this incident, gpe ne ausbers 1ee presented Jordan 
suthorities with an ultimatum unless Joraan 

took action within two dsys, Isr: nel would see itself free 
to descontinue cooperation along ‘armistice Lines. 

Tordan, the report continued, gave assurances that these 
hines were remnants of the war, and that steps would 
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vide) pe were responsible 


arg fired ll7 mortars 
thet rontier - so the report 


the Negev, 


a Elsewhere, further south in 


en rounded up and & 

ost daily feature of 

the casualties inflicted 
by 


_s 


Jordan irreguler forces have be 
number hes been Kkilied. An elmos 
the presa for’ past week has becp 
on Jordan bandits snd irregulars 
detachments. 


Israel army 


6. The situation south of Jerusalem 
from being quiet. 


O. Galte Fuhrman, 
Australian Minister. 
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The Secretary, 


Subject: Israel/Transjordan relations. 


Mh on 


complaints 
lately that israel troops Nsve violated frans jordan 
territory and have firea on and 
villagers. The Transjordan hewspaper, aLastin", 


published in the Ola 3ity of Jerusalen tated, 
February 28th 1951, that, in the anglo- 
Jordan Treaty, the Jordan Gove lodged a 

comprehensive complaint with > Britis 


i Foreign 
Office, 
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In reply qaote No, P/17/9. AUSTRALIAN LEGATION, 
Memo. No. 211/51. fsa ae 
20th February, 1951. 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Secretary, | Le! 
Department of Sxternal Affairs, 
CANBERRA. «4.0.T. 


Subject: An incident in the Triangle: complaint by 
Trans jordan. its 


sER The Transjordan authorities have complained to 
the Mixed Armistice Commission that, on Friday February 
18th 1951, an Israel armed and uniformea force estimated 
at 200 attacked Arab shepherds near Arabdbuna village in 
the Gilboa Hills. = 


Zs Arabbune, which is about seven kilometres (4s 
miles) north-east of Jenin and about thirteen k lometres 

(8 miles) due west of Beisan - map reference 55 22°E x 
32°-32'N, is atop the plateau on the escarpment that forms 
the southern border of the eastern end of the Emek Jezreel. 


Le The Transjorian story is that Israel armed forces 
opened fire on Arab shevherds in the area named and began 
driving their flocks into Israel territory. Arab Legion 
forces, assisted by Transjordan National Guards are said to 
have pursued the attackers, and, arter an intermittent ex- 
change of rifle fire lasting two hours, retrieved the 
Livestock. Hostilities were stopped by a lixed Armistice 
Commission team which immediately proceeded to the spot upon 
the incident being renorted. 


i. Israel authorities aver that the Arabs take 
advantage of the comparative isolation of tnis area to graze 
their flocks in Israel territory which abuts the village of 
Arabbuna;: also, that Isrecl patrols have freauently en- 
countered Jordan shepherds with flocks in this district ana 
that the arrest of the trespassers and confiscation of their 
livestock was often resisted by fire from the near-by Arabunna 
vili age. This is apparsntly what happened on the 16th 
instant. 


5. The Mixed Armistice Commission enguired into this 
incident promptly. It agreed that both sides may have 
violated the demarcation line; also, that the frontier may 
have been crossed illegally by a “detachment of the Israel 
Army and Arab shepherds"; that rifle fire was exchanged, and 
that, in future, both sides should endeavour to keep within 
their respective borders. 


Pate th) Me 
ed Se 


er 
OQ. Ce We fuarmen, 


ae: ts 


= 


Yi 


7 151 raliar 20 -* cn 

pager ae oot Ses pee. ) erg asta > 

~~ * = i «| 7 - as . : ~ = 
Oe i 


- 
= a 
re 

‘ ad 
a =~ 


a all . La ’ 
i =x 





Os'T 


A BASIS'FOR PEACE WITH JORDAN 


ritain’s Middle East Opportunities 


By R.H. S. Crossman 


This is the last of four 
articles by Afr, Crossman, La- 
bowr MP. who recently visit- 
ed Israel and Jordan. The 
articles have been published 
in “fsracl by The Post and 
“Maariv” simultaneously with 
their appearance in the “New 
Statesman. and Nation,” and 
are Copyright. ) 


TPHE recent visit to Israel of 

Sir Brian Robertson mark- 
ed the completion of an aston- 
ishing <tOmersault in British po- 
licy. Tt is only jus¢ over two 
years since the British press wos 
screaming: “Jewlsh Reds shoot 
down five British planes!" Now 
the Commander-in-Chief Mid- 
tile East goes to Tel Aviv to 
discuss common defence prob- 
lems, With the “Reda.” 


What was the question which 
Sir Brian was sent to ask? 
Turkey, Jordan and Israel are 
the only countries in the Mid- 
die Eas capable of fighting a 
modern war. The first two are 
allled to ws: but Israel, although 
she abandoned neutrality when 
she entered the United Nations, 
stil! adheres to the principle of 
“non-participation in any alli- 
ance.” This principle is the na- 
tural basis for the foreign po- 
licy of a Jewlsh State, so long 
as the two largest Jewish com- 
munities are those of Russian 
and the US.A. Moreover, in or- 
der to malntaln the flow of 
immigratits from behind the 
Tron Curtain, Israel must main- 
thin strictly correct relations 
with the Sovier Union: but, to 
y for the settlement of these 


P emigrants at the present rate 


md, it must rely 
o Sige ns eh the private funds 
of world Jewry, but also on 
American Government ald, such 
ns the recent $95-million lown 
far agricultural development, 50 
the Dow of immigrants from 
the East and dollars from the 
West naturally produces , the 
neiple of éaon-partic:paton. 
The question, therefore, to 
Brian had oy rs 

whether (Were 
se Spllity of pulling Israel 


ais or thls middle position ‘To 


que 


do so would mean not only the 
acguisition of a useful army, 
but. even more important, of 
industrial pinnts and skilled Ja- 
bour which in war time could 
be usec’ to reduce the necessity 
for shipping supplies from the 
West. And if Ben Gurion 
eame that far, it might be 
possible to obtain permission 
to rebuild the British bar- 
racks at Gara. 


Wartime Baso 


Israel today !s in nan weak po- 
sition to resist pressure. To her 
camplete financial dependence 
on the West has now been ad- 
ded a desperate shortage of 
raw materials and food. Unless 
these imports can be obtained, 
it will be impossible to provide 
food and employmeny for a po- 
pulation which has doubled in 
two years. Now surely is the 
time for Britain to use her im- 
proved relations with the Is- 
melis to persuade them to 
stand alongside Turkey as 
open allies of the West. 

The argument is persuasive 
enough but 1T belleve that iy is 
based on a complete misunder- 
standing both of the temper of 
the Israciis and of the role 
which Britain should play in 
the Arab world, The Israclis have 
a deep and pécullar feeling of 
kinship for the Brith way of 
life which has been strength- 
ened by the discovery of recent 
visitors to London that the be- 
haviour of the British people 
at home is very differen, from 
that of the Palestine Policeman. 
They aré not ashamed to im- 
itate closely our military tridi- 
tion, or to retain much of the 
qduninistration and legal struc- 
ture of the Mandate, Morcover, 
many of them—particularly the 
stniwarts of the Mapai — are 
friendly to Britain because they 
see in our Labour Government 
iand in the new Commonwealth 
which includes w free Indlai the 
best hope of sanity and con- 
cillation in a world drifting to- 
wirds war, . 


lost 
Brit- 


rnel Government has 
any of its distrust for 
ish Middle Eastern policy. 
Why should it? It has not 
forgotien Operation Chaos, 
the confused but vindiclive 
attempt in 1948 to frustrate 
the United Nations Partition 
Commission and facilitate the 
Arab invasion of Palestine. 
And it observes that, while 
it is being courted as a ute- 
ful ally. the Foreign Office 
is still providing sufficient 
funds to the Iraq Govern- 
ment fo ensure that it does 
not lose by blocking the pipe- 
line fc Haifa, and is still 
turning a blind eye to the 
outrageous Egypilan blockade 
of the Suez Canal. Inevitably. 
Mr. Ben Gurion concludes 
that the leopard has not 
changed his spots, British po- 
licy is still a confused jumble 
of expediency and appease- 
ment: tho only difference 
now is that Israel, as well 
at Iraq and Egypt. must be 
appeased. 


Defence Plans Suspect 


Moreover he has a simple 
answer to any Englishman who 
urged hifn to joln a Middle 
Eastern Security Pact. “Where 
in TH egeKn ‘pen Ge 
“Whi 
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in resettlement is also required, 
and it is vital that this should 
we direct British ald, controlled 
by British personnel, ond mot 
grants of monty adr 

by an expensive and Ineffective 
U.N. bureaucracy. If the Jor- 
dunians ore to allenate the po- 
liticians of the Arab League by 
making peace with Israel, they 
must feel that Britain is back- 
ing them wholeheartedly, and 
providing come of the capital 
for Arab social reconstruction 
which rendered possible the 
miracle of the Jewish sottle- 
ments in Palestine. Indeed, 
within a few years we could 
make Jordan the show-picce of 
the Arab world and prove that 
it pays to be a loyal friend to 
Britain and to make peace with 
the Jews. Then even our &n- 
emie; in Baghdad and Calro, 
whom we have been oo lavish- 
ly appeasing for years. might 
«lt up and take notice. 


Breaking Down Hostility 


This polle;, moreover, would 
be well understood by Israelis 
who have no desire to be pres- 
sured into becoming an isolated 
fortress, manned Western 
mercenaries, in a hostile Arab 
world. They want our aid in 
breaking down that hostlillty, 


{oasis in perpetuating it, and they 

. [1STIOS@ ge that the difference of 
“JST uries between the develop- 

Oe LEE 
Lieyiy *S Bt present Tiles ot any 
‘onvu: alne co-operation. That co- 
‘1wamsapay, pation could only grow if the 
11 pay 


1 of Isrnel and her nelgh- 


pi structure of the Arab 
‘tries is modernized, and 


Piet 


ee ie peoples are given a chance 
‘obE, tures, Bulld the economic basis of 
in) icay-cne, om. Today we have nelther 

‘uusay resources nor the time to 


this for the Arab world as 
“whole, But we could attempt 
in Jordan where, fortunate- 


oL MStDAre nefited from the education 


“ALA i 


Jia 


a7 Gd training in responsibility 


ity ovided under the Palestine 
.. andate, 


oo 7h 


Granted large-scale 


| WoNay  onoemie reconstruction, Jordan 


But. in welcoming “Ihitim- 


provement in our, f 
we should not jumpoiessth c 
easy assumption _thabothe 1:- 


jo 


i. 


OEE Peyy Aoipay OE 
WUT IeApy S kare WISE 
TSE6 ON OF S2aTTo REALL 
IP Ul SAAD ed of 
Pid as “pa, 03 
| OFF Ati ATAY jay 
ttt +UTT Pawioos, pangs 
AIMJMNtaq stoF sittyok 


lappa 


“ATA [ay JTL In ni 


ASNOH TIVWS 
io 


LeeOO ts) 
TEI A 


L 


tional Agyriveblgr ROMS 


3 


NTS OF THE AUS \| 
wEnTS OF THE ASTIALIN 


wid live at peace with Israel; 
nd, by providing it we should 
ave established not only a mil- 
ary base at Akaba, but the 
wucleus of an indigenous West- 
m way of life, uniting Jew and 
Arab, whose influence would 
read in due course through- 
sut the whole of the Middle 
East. ; 
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